FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE STÓ:LŌ FIRST NATIONS AND BRITISH COLUMBIA
FOR THE STRATEGIC ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT PILOT

Stó:lō First Nations and British Columbia Framework Agreement
Dated for reference on May 15, 2012
WHEREAS
A.

The Parties wish to develop a more effective and efficient referral review and engagement
process regarding land and resource decision making, which addresses the interests of the
First Nations and the Province.

B.

The Parties wish to strengthen relationships, via collaboration, shared accountability, building
more effective working relationships and developing mutual respect; recognizing that the
successful implementation of this Strategic Engagement Agreement Pilot Project is an
incremental step towards achieving these goals.

C.

The Parties hold differing views with regard to sovereignty, jurisdiction, title, and ownership and,
without prejudice to their differing views, intend to work collaboratively and are committed to
engaging across a spectrum of land and resource issues to improve business relationships and
their government to government relationship.

D.

The First Nations maintain their Stó:lō Section 35 Rights, including their unique relationships
with the land, the waters and the resources within the Agreement Area.

E.

This Agreement is intended to work towards a reconciliation between the Parties.

F.

The First Nations interests include the following:
• Through the processing of Referrals under the Engagement Framework, effectively
identifying and informing each First Nation(s) of potential effects and/or adverse impacts
on Stó:lō Section 35 Rights, recognizing a range of interests, including cultural sites and
practices; environment; social, and economic interests;
• Effectively carrying out land and resource management and ensuring the health and wellbeing of the First Nations communities for the future generations, in accordance with their
system of values;
• Providing each First Nation Party and/or First Nations with substantive information and
technical support as a foundation for making informed decision-making about Referrals in
the Engagement Framework;
• Developing and directly participating in an effective and efficient Engagement Framework,
as facilitated by the administrative and technical support of the People of the River
Referrals Office;
• Establishing effective, well organized, long-lasting collaborative relations between First
Nations serving to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of their engagement with the
Province;
• Receiving sufficient funding from the Province to enable the operation of the People of the
River Referrals Office and associated elements of the Engagement Framework, including
the First Nations government to government body, in accordance with this Agreement;
• Achieve a respectful, equitable, and long-lasting relationship between the First Nations
and the Province.

2

Stó:lō First Nations and British Columbia Framework Agreement
Dated for reference on May 15, 2012
G. The Provincial Interests include the following:
• Achieving a better understanding of the First Nations’ interests and their relationship to
Provincial interests, through the implementation of an Engagement Framework;
• Creating a government to government relationship, consistent with the vision of the New
Relationship and the principles of the Transformative Change Accord, including closing
socio-economic gaps;
• Fulfilling the duty of the Province to consult and, where appropriate, accommodate Stó:lō
Section 35 Rights in a manner that addresses the interests of the affected Parties;
• Effectively carrying out land and resource management in accordance with all applicable
provincial laws; and
• Maximizing collaboration between Provincial Agencies, to increase efficiency and
effectiveness when engaging with the First Nations.
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THEREFORE THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

1.

DEFINITIONS
1.1

In this Agreement:

"Agreement" means this Framework Agreement, including the Appendices;
“Agreement Area” means the geographic area, within the Province of British Columbia, as set out
in Map 1 of Appendix A;
“Amended Engagement Framework” means the process and principles set out in section 6.2 and
section 6.3, which will govern how the Parties will engage with each other when discussing the
potential adverse impacts of an Application on Stó:lō Section 35 Rights or other interests;
"Applicant" means any individual, corporation, society, entity or agency, including the Province and
any agent of the Province, that makes an Application or takes any step preliminary to making an
Application to the Province;
"Application" means a request for an approval for an authorization, license, or permit submitted to
a Provincial Agency and which:
a)

includes applications for amendment, renewals or replacements;

b)

includes the application documents, any materials for amendment, renewal or
replacement approvals;

c)

includes all required supporting information and material submitted by an Applicant;

d)

is received by one of the Provincial Agencies on or after the Effective Date;

e)

is applicable to, or has potential adverse effects on Stó:lō Section 35 Rights within the
Agreement Area and that triggers a consultation obligation with the First Nations; and

f)

proposes activities which require a statutory decision under the Provincial legislation
listed in Appendix C.

“Business Day” means any day other than Saturday, Sunday, National Aboriginal Day, all
statutory holidays, and days when, a First Nation has provided written notice to the Province that
the Band office is closed;
“Effective Date” means the date on which the last of the Parties who are signatories to this
Agreement has signed this Agreement;
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“Engagement Framework” means the process and principles set out in section 5.0, 6.0, and
Appendix E which will govern how the Parties will engage with each other when discussing the
potential adverse impacts of an Application on Stó:lō Section 35 Rights and other interests;
“Engagement Matrix” means that part of the Engagement Framework which involves the process
of determining a level of engagement based on a proposed decision or activity’s significance of
potential adverse impact on Stó:lō Section 35 Rights;
“First Nations” means the First Nations, individually and/or collectively, and associated governing
bodies acting on their behalf who are signatories to this Agreement; and who hold authority to
make First Nations decisions with respect to any Referral or a matter that requires engagement in
accordance with this Agreement and/or otherwise established within the Engagement Framework
established in this Agreement;
“Forest and Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreements” or “FCRSAs” means the
agreements so entitled between the Parties that are specific to forest and range consultation and
revenue sharing;
“Front Counter BC” means a division of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations, which is authorized to receive and facilitate specific Applications for provincial land
and resource use on behalf of various Provincial Agencies;
“Government to Government Forum” means that group appointed by the Parties to be responsible
for providing strategic oversight to the implementation of this Agreement, as described in section
8.0 of this Agreement;
“Major Project” means a project which has a capital investment of over $15 million, is reviewable
under the Environmental Assessment Act, or is deemed to be of a significant nature by the Parties;
“Minister” means the Minister of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation;
“Non-Participatory First Nation” means a First Nation, Indian Band, or tribal association with
asserted traditional territory that overlaps in whole or in part with the Agreement Area and that is
not subject to the terms of this Agreement;
“Non-Participatory Provincial Agency” means a provincial ministry, division, branch, agency or
office that has the responsibility to manage certain land and resource matters on behalf of the
Province and that is not subject to the terms of this Agreement, including the Environmental
Assessment Office;
“People of the River Referrals Office” or the “PRRO” means the administrative office or agency
mandated by the First Nations to act on their behalf in receiving Referrals from the Province and
assisting the First Nations in responding to the Province in accordance with this Agreement;
“Provincial Agency” means a provincial ministry, division, branch, agency or office that has the
responsibility to manage certain land and resource matters on behalf of the Province and that is
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represented in this Agreement as described in Appendix B, and with a statutory decision under the
legislation in Appendix C, but excluding any Non-Participatory Provincial Agency;
“Reference Guide” means the operational guidance document supporting the Amended
Engagement Framework;
“Referral” means the formal solicitation of comments and recommendations from a First Nation(s)
in accordance with the Engagement Framework regarding the potential adverse impacts on a
Stó:lō Section 35 Right or other interest relating to an Application, and includes all documentary or
informational content respecting the Application, and the proposed level of engagement for that
Application;
“Response” means information provided, in writing, by one or more of the First Nations to a
Provincial Agency that has submitted a Referral to the First Nations;
“Stó:lō Section 35 Rights” means asserted or proven aboriginal rights, including aboriginal title, of
the First Nations, as recognized and affirmed by section 35(1) of the Constitution Act, 1982;
“Strategic Engagement Agreement” or “SEA” means a multi-year Strategic Engagement
Agreement between the Province and the First Nations;
“Term of the Agreement” means the time period from Effective Date to October 1, 2013; and
“Working Group" means the group of representatives appointed by the Government to
Government Forum, as laid out in section 8.0 of this Agreement.
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2.

PURPOSE
2.1.

3.

4.

The purposes of this Agreement are to:
a)

confirm a workplan for the implementation of this Agreement;

b)

evaluate the merits of implementing a SEA subsequent to the end of the Term of
this Agreement and in preparation develop a proposal for a SEA prior to the end
of the Term of this Agreement;

c)

implement more efficient and effective business procedures for administering
Applications, Referrals and Responses;

d)

develop an Engagement Framework that guides the consultation process;

e)

establish a Government to Government Forum to oversee implementation of this
Agreement and to improve engagement between the Parties on strategic matters
of mutual interest.

NATURE OF AGREEMENT
3.1.

This Agreement is an enabling document which provides for the development of an
engagement process, which the Parties agree to develop and implement
collaboratively.

3.2.

This Agreement sets out a process, with regard to Applications, Referrals, and
Responses, which the Parties can rely on to meet their respective legal obligations
regarding consultation.

3.3.

For greater certainty, the Engagement Framework as referenced in sections 6.2 and
6.3 of this Agreement will constitute the means and establish the protocols within
and between the First Nations, the People of the River Referrals Office (PRRO),
and the Provincial Agencies, by which the Province will seek to fulfill its duty to
meaningfully consult and where appropriate, accommodate, First Nation(s) with
respect to Applications and Referrals within the scope of this Agreement.

SCOPE
4.1.

This Agreement applies within the geographic boundary shown in Map 1 in
Appendix A, herein this Agreement Area, and is based on the asserted traditional
territories of the participating First Nations.
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5.

4.2.

This Agreement applies to the Provincial Agencies listed in Appendix B that are
responsible for statutory decisions on Applications made under the legislation in
Appendix C, in respect of the Applications made on or after the Effective Date;
subject to section 6.4, and section 9.

4.3.

Notwithstanding section 4.2, this Agreement does not apply to Applications relating
to any private lands, federal lands, Indian Reserves or treaty settlement lands.

4.4.

This Agreement does not apply to Non-Participatory First Nations or NonParticipatory Provincial Agencies.

ADMINISTRATION OF REFERRALS

5.1.

When a Provincial Agency receives and reviews an Application for a decision within
this Agreement Area under any of the legislation referred to in Appendix C, and
determines that it is required to consult with the First Nations, the Provincial Agency
will submit a Referral to the PRRO as soon as is practicable, in accordance with the
Engagement Framework.

5.2.

If a Provincial Agency determines it is required to consult with the First Nations on a
proposed decision in the Agreement Area under any of the legislation referred to in
Appendix C, and that decision is not triggered by an Application, the Provincial
Agency will engage the PRRO in accordance with the Engagement Framework, as
if the matter was the subject of an Application.

5.3.

The PRRO:
a) may provide a copy of a Referral to the relevant First Nations(s) upon receipt
or after completing a technical review, if requested to do so by the First
Nation(s);
b) will work with the relevant First Nation(s) in developing a preliminary
Response to the Provincial Agency;
c) will forward the preliminary Response to the Provincial Agency and the
relevant First Nation(s) if requested;
d) may facilitate the development of a final Response to the Provincial Agency if
requested to do so by the First Nation(s); and
e) may forward the final Response to the Provincial Agency if requested to do
so by the First Nation(s).
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5.4.

The PRRO will forward a preliminary Response to the Provincial Agency within 20
Business Days of receiving a Referral.

5.5.

Where a preliminary Response cannot be provided within the applicable timeframe
set out in section 5.4, the PRRO will notify the Provincial Agency and the PRRO and
the Provincial Agency will identify a revised timeframe for the submission of the
preliminary Response.

5.6.

Where a Provincial Agency requires a preliminary Response within a shorter
timeframe than identified in section 5.4, the Provincial Agency will notify the PRRO
and seek to identify a revised timeframe for the submission of the preliminary
Response.

5.7.

A preliminary Response:

5.8.

6.

a)

will identify preliminary First Nation concerns related to the Application and may
include, where possible, a preliminary identification of potential adverse impacts,
if any, to Stó:lō Section 35 Rights;

b)

may advise the Provincial Agency of additional studies or technical work that the
relevant First Nation(s) consider must be completed before the final Referral
response can be made based on section 5.7 (a); and

c)

will advise the Province of the appropriate First Nation(s) to contact for further
engagement regarding the Application.

Following the receipt of a preliminary Response, the Provincial Agency will contact
the appropriate First Nation(s) identified by the PRRO in order to initiate informed
engagement with the First Nation(s) and to attempt to address any issues raised in
the preliminary Response.

ENGAGEMENT FRAMEWORK

6.1.

The Parties acknowledge that until this Agreement is amended as per section 6.2,
the administrative procedures outlined out in section 5.0, in addition to the process
in Appendix E, will comprise the preliminary Engagement Framework.

6.2.

Within 90 Business Days of the Effective Date, the Working Group will negotiate
and attempt to reach agreement on amendments to the preliminary Engagement
Framework, herein the Amended Engagement Framework.
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6.3.

6.4.

7.

8.

The Amended Engagement Framework referenced in section 6.2 will include the
following:
a)

the respective roles and responsibilities, including respective decision-making
authorities, of the PRRO and the First Nations with respect to the administration
of Referrals and the provision of final Responses to Referrals;

b)

an Engagement Matrix and the process steps and protocols to be followed for
different engagement levels;

c)

an administrative process for new, replacement, renewal and amendment
Applications; and

d)

the preferred standards for sharing information and the contents of a Referral
package.

The Province will continue to follow the process steps for engagement outlined
within the “Updated Procedures for Meeting Legal Obligations When Consulting
First Nations, May 7, 2010” until the Parties agree to the effective date of the
Amended Engagement Framework.

EXISTING AND OTHER LAND, WATER AND RESOURCE AGREEMENTS
7.1.

Notwithstanding section 4.2, the Parties acknowledge that the FCRSAs in Appendix
D remain in effect as of the Effective Date of this Agreement unless one or more of
the FCRSAs is terminated in accordance with its terms and this Agreement is
amended to include the consultation obligations within the FCRSAs.

7.2.

After the effective date of the Amended Engagement Framework, the Working
Group will assess implementation of this Agreement in order to determine how the
consultation obligations in the FCRSAs can be integrated into a multi-year SEA; the
Parties may also assess how the consultation obligations in other land, water, and
resource agreements may be incorporated into a SEA.

GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT FORUM

8.1.

A Government to Government Forum will be established within 60 Business Days of
the Effective Date of this Agreement.

8.2.

The Government to Government Forum will serve as a forum for strategic
engagement between the Parties and will also provide oversight to the
implementation of this Agreement.

10

Stó:lō First Nations and British Columbia Framework Agreement
Dated for reference on May 15, 2012
8.3.

The Government to Government Forum will be composed of three levels with the
following responsibilities:
a)

b)

c)

8.4.

Executive Level – the Chiefs, or respective designates, for the participating First
Nations and the Minister or the Province’s designated representatives:
•

Making recommendations on strategic policy matters, to the Parties;

•

High level strategic problem solving;

•

Sharing information; and

•

Meeting on an as-needed basis.

Working Group – Designated senior representatives appointed by the Parties;
•

Planning, delivering and evaluating this Agreement;

•

Making recommendations on consultation processes for Major
Projects;

•

Developing the Amended Engagement Framework, including the
Engagement Matrix as referenced in section 6.3;

•

Recommending a proposal for a multi-year SEA;

•

Addressing implementation issues and problem solving;

•

Proposing and approving amendments to this Agreement; and

•

Holding quarterly meetings or meeting on an as needed basis.

Technical Team – May be established at the discretion of the Working Group to
carry out the following:
•

Address technical and administrative elements regarding
implementation of this Agreement; and

•

Meeting on a project-specific basis.

At the discretion of the Working Group, additional joint technical teams may be
created to address specific aspects of the implementation of this Agreement.
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9.

IMPLEMENTATION

9.1.

The Parties acknowledge that for the purposes of performance measurement, the
implementation of the Amended Engagement Framework for Applications that are
received by Front Counter BC will be a priority in Phase I and Phase II of this
Agreement.

9.2.

Within 30 Business Days of the Effective Date, the Parties will appoint their
representatives to the Working Group.

9.3.

Within 60 Business Days of the Effective Date, the Working Group will complete a
performance management system that will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of
this Agreement.

9.4.

Within 80 Business Days of the Effective Date, the Working Group will complete a
Reference Guide as a companion to the Engagement Framework.

9.5.

Within 90 Business Days of the Effective Date, the Working Group will complete
negotiations and establish the effective date for the Amended Engagement
Framework.
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9.6.

The Working Group will implement this Agreement as per the following schedule:
Phase

Dates

Deliverable

Preparation

April 16 – July 30, 2012

Complete negotiations on
the Amended Engagement
Framework and amend this
Agreement as necessary.
Complete performance
measurement system.
Complete Reference Guide.
Preparation for start-up
(training, internal
organization, data base
preparation).

Phase I

Phase II

July 30, 2012 (on or
before)

Implement Amended
Engagement Framework for
Land Act authorizations.

September 30, 2012

Phase I performance
management report
(evaluation, status report
and gap analysis), to
Executive Level for
evaluation as per section
9.7.

October 1, 2012

Implement Amended
Engagement Framework for
additional authorizations
with a primary focus on the
Water Act and the Mines
Act.

December 15, 2012

SEA Readiness
Performance Report
submitted to Executive
Level.
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Phase

Phase III

Dates

Deliverable

March 30, 2013

Phase II performance
management report.

April 1, 2013

Implement Amended
Engagement Framework for
Forestry authorizations
(non-FCRSA) and any
additional authorizations.
If recommended by the
Executive Level, develop a
plan for transitioning to a
SEA or discuss
implementation of renewal
or extension of this
Agreement.

September 15, 2013
End of Term of Agreement

10.

Final Performance Report

October 1, 2013

9.7.

In October 2012, the Executive Level will evaluate the performance of this
Agreement and assess the need for additional funds to continue implementation to
the end of the Term of the Agreement.

9.8.

In January 2013, the Executive Level will evaluate the performance of this
Agreement, determine readiness to negotiate a Strategic Engagement Agreement
and make a recommendation on replacing this Agreement with a Strategic
Engagement Agreement in October 2013.

FUNDING AND REPORTING
10.1.

The Parties acknowledge that this Agreement is intended to result in increased
efficiencies and cost savings to the First Nations and to the Province and its
implementation is intended to be of mutual benefit.

10.2.

The Parties will seek to secure alternative sources of funding in support of the
implementation of Phase II and Phase III of this Agreement, based upon capacity
requirements demonstrated in a detailed budget that aligns with the objectives of
this Agreement.

10.3.

The First Nations acknowledge the contribution of $65,000 from the Province to
complete the development of this Agreement and initiate implementation of Phase I
of this Agreement.
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10.4. The Province will provide to the Stó:lō Nation Society, on behalf of the People of the
River Referrals Office, amounts, to support the implementation of this Agreement in
accordance with the following schedule:
a)

upon signing of this Agreement and in the provincial fiscal year 2012/2013 $80K
for the purpose of delivering Phase 1 of this Agreement and completion of a
performance report; and

b)

contingent upon on an accepted performance report from Phase 1, and in the
provincial fiscal year 2012/2013, $120K to deliver Phase II and Phase III of this
Agreement.

10.5. In October 2012, the Executive Level will evaluate the performance report for this
Agreement and evaluate the need for supplemental funding.
10.6. The Executive Level may, if supported by this Agreement’s performance report
results in section 10.5, seek supplemental funding to support the implementation of
this Agreement, to the end of the Term of the Agreement.
10.7. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the payments to be provided
by the Province to the Stó:lō Nation Society are subject to:
a)

there being sufficient monies available in an appropriation, as defined in the
Financial Administration Act, to enable the Province in any provincial fiscal year
or part thereof when such payment is required, to make such payment; and

b)

Treasury Board, as defined in the Financial Administration Act, not having
controlled or limited expenditure under any appropriation necessary in order to
make such payment.

10.8. The Working Group will ensure that the performance report referred to in this
section of this Agreement is submitted to the Executive Level no later than
September 30, 2012.

11.

AMENDMENT
11.1. The Parties agree the authority to negotiate and approve all amendments to this
Agreement is delegated to the Working Group, except for amendments of a
significant nature as referred to in section 11.2 and which are subject to section
11.3.
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11.2.

11.3.

12.

An amendment will be considered of a significant nature if it includes potential
amendments respecting the following:
a)

the General Provisions in section 13;

b)

the Amended Engagement Framework pursuant to section 6.2 and section 9.5;

c)

the Funding and Reporting provisions pursuant to section 10; or

d)

including a new Party to this Agreement.

The process for an amendment that is of a significant nature as referred to in
section 11.2 is as follows:
a)

the Working Group representatives will negotiate and attempt to reach
agreement on the proposed amendment and submit a proposal to the Executive
Level; and

b)

the Executive Level will review the proposal and either reject the proposal or
make a decision to approve the amendment and amend this Agreement, in
writing.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION
12.1. This section applies to disputes arising from the implementation or interpretation of
this Agreement; and for greater certainty, the dispute resolution process set out in
this section is not intended to be used in situations where a First Nation(s)
disagrees with a statutory decision made under the provincial legislation listed in
Appendix C.
12.2. The Parties recognize that the successful implementation of this Agreement will
depend on their ability and willingness to recognize, explore and resolve differences
which may arise between them, and they will attempt to resolve such differences in
a manner that fosters an improved, ongoing, and respectful government to
government relationship between the Parties.
12.3. In the event that a dispute arises between the Parties regarding the interpretation or
implementation of this Agreement, the Parties agree to the following process as a
means to endeavour to resolve the dispute:
a)

The dispute will first be referred to the Working Group of the Government to
Government Forum for resolution;

b)

If the Working Group agrees that no resolution is likely to be reached within a
reasonable time period among the representatives of the Working Group, the
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Working Group will refer the dispute to the applicable representatives of the
Executive Level of the Government to Government Forum for resolution; and
c)

If the representatives of the Executive Level agree that no resolution is likely to
be reached within a reasonable time period, the representatives of the Executive
Level will inform the Parties who may utilize dispute resolution mechanisms as
agreed to, including mediation.

12.4. The Parties will each bear their own costs associated with the above dispute
resolution process, and will equally bear any joint costs.

13.

GENERAL PROVISIONS
13.1.

This Agreement shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws of British Columbia
and Canada.

13.2. This Agreement is not intended to:
a)

create, amend, define, affirm, recognize, limit, deny, abrogate or derogate from,
or amend, any Stó:lō Section 35 (1) Rights of the First Nations;

b)

change or affect the position any Party has, or may have, regarding its
jurisdiction, responsibilities or decision-making authority or be interpreted in a
manner that would affect or unlawfully interfere with that decision making
authority;

c)

limit the position any Party may take in any legal or administrative proceedings
or in any discussions, treaty negotiations, or other negotiations, or discussions in
any other forum;

d)

constitute any admission of fact or liability; or

e)

affect any existing authorization or tenure issued by the Province.

13.3. Nothing in this Agreement precludes the First Nations from negotiating and
implementing agreements with Applicants.
13.4. This Agreement does not define, deny, limit, abrogate or derogate from, or amend
any aboriginal or treaty rights of any other aboriginal group or any rights or
responsibilities of the Province with respect to any other aboriginal group.
13.5. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts and/or by facsimile by the Parties
and all of the counterparts taken together constitute one Agreement.
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13.6. This Agreement and any amendment to it constitute the entire Agreement between
the Parties with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement, unless otherwise
agreed to in writing by the Parties.
13.7. Any reference to a statute in this Agreement includes all regulations made under
that statute and any amendments or replacement of that statute and its regulations.
13.8. There will be no presumption that any ambiguity in any of the terms of this
Agreement should be interpreted in favour of either Party.
13.9. The use of the word “including” is to be read as not limiting the generality of the
preceding term or phrase.
13.10. Nothing in this Agreement affects the ability of the Parties to respond to any
emergency circumstances.
13.11. In this Agreement, words in the singular include the plural, and words in the plural
include the singular, unless the context or any specific definition otherwise requires.
13.12. The Parties agree that in order to allow for creative discussions of land and
resource matters, they may jointly agree to undertake specific discussions on a
“without prejudice” basis. When such discussions take place, they will specifically be
recorded as having occurred on a “without prejudice” basis and no Party will attempt
to introduce evidence of the discussions in dispute resolution processes or court
proceedings.
13.13. The following Appendices are attached to and form part of this Agreement:

14.

a)

Appendix A – Map 1 Agreement Area

b)

Appendix B – Provincial Agencies

c)

Appendix C – List of Applicable Provincial Legislation

d)

Appendix D – List of other Agreements among the Parties

e)

Appendix E – Engagement Framework for Major Projects

f)

Appendix F – Band Council Resolutions

EFFECTIVE DATE, TERM AND TERMINATION
14.1. This Agreement will take effect upon the date the last Party signs this Agreement,
which is the Effective Date.
14.2.

The Term of this Agreement is from the Effective Date to October 1, 2013.
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14.3.

Notwithstanding section 14.1, section 9.0 will set out specific implementation dates
for the performance of this Agreement.

14.4. Either the Province, or all of the First Nations may terminate this Agreement by
providing the other 45 Business Days advance written notice and stating the
reasons for the termination.
14.5. An individual First Nation or Provincial Agency may withdraw its participation in this
Agreement by providing 45 Business Days written notice to the other First Nations
and the other Provincial Agencies, stating the reasons for the withdrawal.
14.6. If an individual First Nation or Provincial Agency provides notice under section 14.5,
the Parties may amend this Agreement to provide for the withdrawal of the First
Nation or Provincial Agency in accordance with the amendment process in section
11.3.
14.7. Withdrawl from this Agreement by an individual First Nation or Provincial Agency is
not a termination by a Party pursuant to 14.4.
15.

NOTICE
15.1. Where in this Agreement any notice is required to be given by any of the Parties, it
will be made in writing and it will be effectively given:
a)

by delivery to the address of the Party set out in this Agreement, on the date of
delivery; or

b)

by mail to the address of the Party set out in this Agreement, on the date the mail
is delivered; or

c)

by facsimile, to the facsimile number of the Party set out in this Agreement, on
the date the facsimile is sent.

15.2

The preferred method of notice between the Parties is by registered mail.

15.3.

The addresses and facsimile numbers of the Parties are as follows:
For the Province:
Province of British Columbia
Ministry of Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation
Negotiations and Regional Operations Division
Suite 400- 10428 153 Street
Surrey, BC V3R 1E1
Fax: (604) 586-2900
Attn: Regional Manager - South Coast
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For all of the First Nations:
SEA Pilot Board
c/o People of the River Referrals Office
Building 10 - 7201 Vedder Road
Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G5
Fax: 604-824-0278
Attention: Chair

15.4. As per section 5.1, the address to which the Provincial Agencies will send Referrals is:
People of the River Referrals Office
Building 10-7201 Vedder Road
Chilliwack, BC V2R 4G5
Fax: 604-824-0278
Attention: Referrals Administrator
Email: referrals.adminstrator@srrmcentre.com

16.

REPRESENTATION AND WARRANTIES
16.1.

The Province represents and warrants to the First Nations that it has the authority to
enter into this Agreement and to make the covenants and representations in this
Agreement.

16.2.

The First Nations represent and warrant to the Province that:
a)

they have the authority to enter into this Agreement and to make the covenants
and representations in this Agreement;

b)

the Stó:lō Nation Society is a duly incorporated society under the Society Act,
and that it is in good standing;

c)

the Stó:lō Nation Society, as directed by, and on behalf of the First Nations, has
the authority to act as the receiver of the Treasury Board funds for the purposes
of this Agreement and will distribute those funds to the People of the River
Referrals Office for the implementation of this Agreement including the
processing of Referrals under this Agreement;

d)

the First Nations give authority to the People of the River Referrals Office as
associated with the Stó:lō Nation Society, to act on behalf of the First Nations as
laid out in this Agreement; and
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e)

Appendix F includes a true or certified copy of Band Council Resolutions of the
participating First Nations approving this Agreement and that such resolutions
have not been varied, amended, repealed or replaced.
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Appendix A

Map 1 Agreement Area

24

Stó:lō First Nations and British Columbia Framework Agreement
Dated for reference on May 15, 2012

Appendix B

Provincial Agencies

The following Provincial Agencies, that have statutory authority with respect to land and resource
matters on behalf of the Province, are subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement:

Ministry of Energy and Mines
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations
Ministry of the Environment
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Appendix C

List of Applicable Provincial Legislation

Statutory decisions under the following legislation will be subject to the Amended Engagement
Framework, as specified in the implementation plan for this Agreement:

Environmental Management Act
Forest Act
Forest and Range Practices Act
Integrated Pest Management Act
Land Act
Ministry of Lands, Parks and Housing Act
Mines Act
Park Act
Protected Areas of British Columbia Act
Water Act
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List of other Agreements among the Parties

Cheam First Nation Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreement Between: The
Cheam First Nation and Her Majesty the Queen in Right of the Province of British Columbia. Term:
February 13, 2012 – February 13, 2015.
Leq’a:mel First Nation Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreement Between: The
Leq’a:mel First Nation and Her Majesty the Queen in Right of the Province of British Columbia. Term:
April 26, 2011 – April 26, 2014.
Scowlitz First Nation Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreement Between: The
Scowlitz First Nation and Her Majesty the Queen in Right of the Province of British Columbia. Term:
April 10, 2012 – April 10, 2015.
Skawahlook First Nation Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreement Between:
The Scowlitz First Nation and Her Majesty the Queen in Right of the Province of British Columbia.
Term: April 26, 2011 – April 26, 2014.
Ts’elxweyeqw Tribe Forest & Range Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreement Between: The
Ts’elxweyeqw Tribe and Her Majesty the Queen in Right of the Province of British Columbia. Term:
April 26, 2011 – April 26, 2014.
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Appendix E
Engagement Framework for Major Projects

1.1

This section applies when the Parties engage on Major Projects.

1.2

A Provincial Agency or the First Nation(s) may submit a request to the Working Group to
discuss a Major Project with the Executive Level of the Government to Government Forum.
This request will include:

1.3

1.4

(a)

a description of the Major Project and relevant background information;

(b)

a description of how the Major Project may adversely affect Stó:lō Section 35 Rights;

(c)

any possible options and/or timelines that the requesting Party may be considering;
and

(d)

relevant contact information.

Within 20 Business Days of receiving a Major Project proposal, the Working Group will:
(a)

determine if a special Executive Level meeting is required to discuss the proposal; or

(b)

place the proposal on the agenda for the next scheduled Executive Level meeting.

If further action is required, the Executive Level will direct the Working Group to develop a
workplan that identifies the most efficient approach to proceed with the Major Project
proposal.
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Band Council Resolutions
(attached)
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