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Latest Revision: The revision bar (   ) identifies changes to the previous version of this 
bulletin dated October 2021. For a summary of the changes, see Latest Revision at the 
end of this document. 

This bulletin provides an overview of the PST exemptions contained in the 
Provincial Sales Tax Act (the Act) and the Provincial Sales Tax Exemption and 
Refund Regulation (the Regulation). 

This bulletin also provides details on the information and documentation  
collectors must obtain at or before the time of sale or lease in order to provide 
the exemption at the time of the sale or lease. Collectors are sellers and lessors 
registered, or required to be registered, to collect and remit PST. 

Note: The list of exemptions in this bulletin is not exhaustive and may not  
include all conditions or limitations of the exemptions. Further details on 
specific exemptions, including documentation requirements, are provided in  
the applicable bulletin listed for that exemption. 
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Supporting Documentation 
For many exemptions, the collector is not required to obtain any information or 
documentation from their customer before providing the exemption. 

However, a number of exemptions require that the collector obtain specific 
information or documentation at or before the time of a sale or lease in order to 
provide the exemption at the time of the sale or lease. If the required 
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information or documentation is not provided at or before the time of the sale or 
lease, the collector must charge and collect, and the customer must pay, PST on 
that sale or lease. If the customer later provides the required information or 
documentation, they may be eligible for a refund or credit of the PST from the 
collector, or for a refund from us. For more information on refunds and credits, 
see Bulletin PST 400, PST Refunds. 
 
Records of Collectors 
Exemptions Requiring Documentation From Customers 
If a specific exemption requires information or documentation as outlined in the 
tables below, the collector must keep a copy of the information or documentation 
to show why they did not collect PST. 

For example, to claim an exemption on a purchase of goods for resale, the 
customer must provide the collector with their PST number or, if they do not  
have a PST number, a completed exemption certificate.  

If the collector obtains the customer’s PST number, the collector is required to 
record the PST number on the bill, invoice or receipt (if they issue one). If the 
collector has entered into a written agreement with their customer for the 
purchase or lease of the exempt items, the collector must record the customer’s 
PST number on the written agreement. The collector must keep this 
documentation as part of their records.  

If the customer provides an exemption certificate, the completed certificate must 
be kept by the collector to show why they did not collect PST. 

In some cases, the collector may make future tax-exempt sales and leases to a 
customer on the basis of a completed exemption certificate if the information on 
the certificate is still correct and the collector is able to link the exempt sale to a 
specific exemption certificate. The customer is required to complete a new 
exemption certificate if any information provided in the certificate has changed 
since the certificate was originally completed. 

Note: If the customer claims an exemption with the required documentation and it 
is later found that they did not qualify for the exemption, the customer is liable for 
any tax, interest and penalties associated with the purchase or lease. However, if 
the collector had reason to believe their customer was not entitled to the 
exemption and provided the exemption, the collector may also be subject to an 
assessment. 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/627BA671A6EC425386897285599AB3B4
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Exemptions Not Requiring Documentation From Customers 
For exemptions that do not require the collector to obtain documentation from 
customers but require certain criteria be met to qualify for the exemption, the 
collector must keep records to show the criteria were met. For example, goods 
shipped by a collector for delivery outside B.C. are exempt. Documentation is not 
required to be obtained from the customer; however, the collector must keep 
records showing the goods were delivered outside B.C. (e.g. bills of lading, 
shipping documents). 
 
Alternatives to Exemption Certificates  
As an alternative to using the exemption certificates listed below, alternative 
certifications may be used if all the required information and the declaration 
statement from the applicable exemption certificate is included.  

Providing the required information and the declaration statement in an electronic 
format is acceptable if the format includes an electronic signature. An electronic 
signature may include an electronic acceptance or agreement of the declaration 
statement, or a statement indicating that transmitting the information and 
declaration electronically by the purchaser or lessee is agreement of the 
declaration.
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Goods 

Health and Medical Products, and Equipment for Individuals With Disabilities 
Sections 3 - 8 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Artificial limbs and orthopaedic appliances 
 Bunion, callus and corn pads 
 Dentures, including adhesives, liners and repair kits for 

dentures 
 Feminine hygiene products 
 First aid materials 
 Goods that are the result of a medical imaging procedure 

(e.g. X-ray pictures or ultrasound photos) 
 Hearing aids 
 Human organs, human tissue, human semen, human ova, 

human blood and human blood constituents 
 Oral vitamins and dietary supplements obtained for human 

consumption 
 Lift chairs designed to help a person move from standing to 

sitting or sitting to standing, or both  
 Specified diabetic and ostomy supplies 
 Specified drugs and vaccines  
 Specified household medical aids, including medicated 

ointments, nasal sprays, cough syrups, and cold and flu 
remedies 

 Specified smoking cessation products 

Note: These exemptions do not apply to items containing 
cannabis. However, drugs listed in Schedule I or IA of the 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 206, Grocery and Drug 
Stores 
Bulletin PST 207, Medical Supplies and 
Equipment 
Bulletin PST 141, Cannabis 
 
 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/8E7C297F4E834D4CB0B2F0A0338174DD
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5922B377DAA241428FC93D7D71B01395
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/9306D20B5EB744C3881B42F271BE04A8
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Health and Medical Products, and Equipment for Individuals With Disabilities 
Sections 3 - 8 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

Drug Schedules Regulation are exempt even if they contain 
cannabis.  

 Dental and optical appliances (e.g. eyeglasses) sold on 
prescription or provided as a promotional distribution in 
certain situations 

 Clip-on sunglasses sold together with prescription eyeglasses 
if they are specifically designed to be attached to the 
eyeglasses 

A prescription from a 
practitioner or 
registered optician. 

 Specified devices for use in the transportation of individuals 
with disabilities 

 Specified medical supplies and equipment for individuals 
with disabilities  

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 207, Medical Supplies and 
Equipment 

 Hospital style beds sold on prescription  
 

A prescription from a 
practitioner. 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5922B377DAA241428FC93D7D71B01395


 

PST Exemptions and Documentation Requirements Page 7 of 44 
 

Health and Medical Products, and Equipment for Individuals With Disabilities 
Sections 3 - 8 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Parts and materials obtained solely for the purpose of:  
• modifying a motor vehicle to facilitate the use of the 

vehicle by, or the transportation of, an individual using a 
wheelchair, or 

• equipping a motor vehicle with an auxiliary driving control 
to facilitate the operation of the vehicle by an individual 
with a disability, if they are subsequently attached to, or 
become part of, the motor vehicle 

Note: This exemption does not apply to multijurisdictional 
vehicles. 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 116, Motor Vehicle 
Dealers and Leasing Companies 

 
  

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AE64C566D91B4208A456987F79E1C273
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Clothing 
Sections 9 - 11 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Specified children-sized clothing and footwear No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 201, Children’s Clothing 
and Footwear 

 Adult-sized clothing and footwear obtained for children under 
15 years old 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Children’s Clothing and 
Footwear (FIN 425) 
from the purchaser or 
lessee. 

 Used clothing and footwear sold for under $100 per item No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 304, Thrift Stores, Service 
Clubs, Charitable Organizations and 
Societies 

 Clothing patterns 
 Yarn, natural fibres, synthetic thread and fabric that are 

commonly used in making or repairing clothing 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 130, Fabric and Craft 
Stores 

  

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/84F0977D89C142539FD512B2112350E7
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/D950B904B244427ABC13F70199C5D008
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B117F4D00E2147FB89EA1A8D543678B5
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/A5CFFC85F19844FCA7F6474389B7A7E8
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School Supplies 
Sections 12 - 14 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Specified school supplies obtained for the use of a student 
who: 
• is enrolled in an educational program provided by a 

qualifying school, or 
• is being educated at home in accordance with the School 

Act 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 202, School Supplies 

 Specified school supplies obtained by a qualifying school, 
school board or similar authority for the use of students or for 
use in instructing students 

A detailed list or 
purchase order from 
the qualifying school, 
school board or similar 
authority that clearly 
indicates the specified 
school supplies and the 
portion that is exempt 
from PST. 

 

Publications 
Sections 15 - 17 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details 

 Specified publications (e.g. qualifying books, magazines, 
periodicals, newspapers, employee newsletters, student 
yearbooks and sheet music) 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 205, Books, Magazines, 
Newspapers and Other Publications 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/850CAD8DDA7D40868FE9A443567A3B05
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/C05A1B70AA7446E0A98F2BDE7424D906
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Gifts, Prizes, Draws and Awards 
Sections 17.1 - 21 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Goods (except vehicles, boats and aircraft) received as a gift 
from a qualifying donor and brought into B.C. 

 Vehicles, boats and aircraft received as a gift from a qualifying 
donor and brought into B.C., or received as a gift in B.C. 

 Goods (including vehicles, boats and aircraft) received as a gift 
by a registered charity from a qualifying donor 

 Goods (including vehicles, boats and aircraft) brought into 
B.C., and vehicles, boats and aircraft received in B.C. are all 
exempt to persons who win the goods in certain lottery 
contests, draws, games of chance or skill, or as an award for 
an achievement in a field of endeavor (including athletic and 
sporting events) if the goods are provided by a qualifying 
donor  

 Goods transferred as part of the distribution of a deceased 
individual’s estate 

See Bulletins PST 308 
and PST 312 for 
exemption details and 
documentation 
requirements. 
 

Bulletin PST 308, PST on Vehicles 
Bulletin PST 312, Gifts 
 

 

Goods Entering or Leaving B.C.  
Sections 39, 48 and 49 of the Act and sections 22 - 26 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 New resident’s effects (settler’s effects) See Bulletins PST 306 
and PST 308 for 
exemption details and 
documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 306, Goods Brought Into 
B.C. by New Residents  
Bulletin PST 308, PST on Vehicles 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B398A74EC26B4F4198DE615E3122583D
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/C267E69DC9C14B6C9CEC8D7AA78558A3
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/33AE529234DF45649E63753D3326F727
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B398A74EC26B4F4198DE615E3122583D


 

PST Exemptions and Documentation Requirements Page 11 of 44 
 

Goods Entering or Leaving B.C.  
Sections 39, 48 and 49 of the Act and sections 22 - 26 of the Regulation 
 Vehicle, boat or aircraft brought into B.C. to be given as a gift See Bulletins PST 306 

and PST 312 for 
exemption details and 
documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 306, Goods Brought Into 
B.C. by New Residents  
Bulletin PST 312, Gifts 

 Vehicle purchased or leased outside of B.C. and brought into 
B.C. to be immediately licensed as a multijurisdictional vehicle 

The customer’s prorate 
account number. A 
Certificate of 
Exemption – 
Multijurisdictional 
Vehicles (FIN 441) may 
be used if a customer 
does not yet have a 
prorate number. 

Bulletin PST 135, Multijurisdictional 
Vehicles 

 Vehicle purchased for use outside B.C. 
 Aircraft purchased for use outside B.C. 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Purchase of Vehicle or 
Aircraft for Use Outside 
B.C. (FIN 440) from the 
purchaser or lessee. 

Bulletin PST 134, Aircraft 
Bulletin PST 308, PST on Vehicles 

 Goods to be shipped by the seller for delivery outside B.C. No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 309, PST and Non-
Residents 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/33AE529234DF45649E63753D3326F727
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/C267E69DC9C14B6C9CEC8D7AA78558A3
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2A57A3BFB560459EAE4A6896A62E077C
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/57E74BBE2D47454BB80F2A6D269767C9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/A8B5AF565C974099972E12494027F18D
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/990090F497AD46C3827EF328552B3795
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B398A74EC26B4F4198DE615E3122583D
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/EAE11185BB454807BA6AABCBC07EFF76
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Fuel, Energy and Energy Conservation 
Sections 27 - 31 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Electricity 
 Pelletized fuel, manufactured fire logs, barbeque briquettes 
 Wood and charcoal if obtained for use as a source of energy 
 Specified energy conservation material and equipment (e.g. 

weather stripping, thermal insulation material) 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 203, Energy, Energy 
Conservation and the ICE Fund Tax 

 Residential energy products (natural gas, specified heating oil, 
butane, naphtha, kerosene, methanol, heat, steam) acquired 
solely for residential use in a residential dwelling 

No documentation 
required. 

 Heat pumps, including electric heat pumps, renewable fuel 
powered heat pumps, fossil fuel powered heat pumps and 
hybrid heat pumps 

No documentation 
required.  

Notice 2022-003, Provincial Sales Tax 
on Fossil Fuel Combustion Systems 
and Heat Pumps 

 Specified hydroelectric power generation equipment PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 211, Exemptions for 
Hydroelectric Power Generation 

 Natural gas purchased for use in an internal combustion 
engine 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – Natural 
Gas (FIN 449). 

Bulletin PST 203, Energy, Energy 
Conservation and the ICE Fund Tax 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AB226CD25A624A10B5AD18EABEF74976
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/7999AA56414849E582F6CDF3F0ABDD67
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/50FFC716CF7F494A81FD955293DCFAFE
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/8630E7A4EA2E49B78FA0CB8CD1C85E0B
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AB226CD25A624A10B5AD18EABEF74976
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Safety Equipment and Apparel 
Sections 32 - 35 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Work-related safety equipment and protective clothing to be 
worn by, or attached to, a worker if:  
• required under specified provincial work safety legislation, 

and 
• purchased or leased by an employer, self-employed person 

or educational institution 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 100, Safety Equipment 
and Protective Clothing 

 Specified work-related safety equipment and protective 
clothing designed to be worn by a worker (e.g. safety goggles, 
hearing protectors, welding helmets) 

No documentation 
required. 

 Specified general safety equipment and protective clothing 
(e.g. children’s car seats, safety helmets, portable fire 
extinguishers) 

No documentation 
required. 

 

Industrial and Commercial Items 
Sections 36 - 43 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Specified explosive supplies obtained for use in mineral 
exploration, extraction or processing, or the development of a 
mine except construction of an access road to a mine 

 Balls, rods and similar detached media obtained for use in the 
grinding of ore in the process of extracting minerals from ore 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 111, Mining Industry 

 Boomsticks and specified used boom gear No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 112, Logging Industry 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/0377711412914E0A9D86150BCA084A92
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/FDCE6EBAA3DF4BFB8D38A0F21A8B44E3
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/76F133AA3B6A40118F872F9B6B2F6442
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Industrial and Commercial Items 
Sections 36 - 43 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Chemical substances, catalysts and direct agents obtained for 
use:  
• in processing or manufacturing a product for sale or lease, 

and  
• to produce or modify a reaction that is essential for that 

processing or manufacturing 
Note: This exemption is subject to several conditions; see  
Bulletin PST 110 for details. 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 110, Production 
Machinery and Equipment Exemption 

 Abrasives, dies, grinding wheels, jigs, moulds, patterns, 
polishing wheels and other specified items obtained for use in 
the manufacture, production, service or repair of goods or real 
property 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 110, Production 
Machinery and Equipment Exemption 

 Film, photographic paper and chemicals obtained for use in 
developing film for business use by a commercial 
photographer or by a person in the business of photograph 
processing or finishing 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 126, Photographers, 
Videographers and Photofinishers 

 Ships’ stores, other than liquor, if delivered to commercial 
vessels of more than 500 tons gross that normally operate in 
extraterritorial waters 

No documentation 
required. 

 

 Bottles for milk products if the bottles are 
• obtained for use to hold a milk product that is sold at a 

retail store, and 
• returnable and reusable 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 305, Containers and 
Packaging Materials 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/6C19F0EA90254D66A89777492854FCD1
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/6C19F0EA90254D66A89777492854FCD1
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B4B58801BCD54DC59EE3BBCFC29055D5
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/55D9752792224464B1B8D9A06EF5D16C
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Farming, Fertilizers, Fishing and Aquaculture 
Sections 44 - 49 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Living animals, plants and trees, the products of which 
ordinarily constitute food for human consumption 

 Specified grain, mill and other agricultural feeds and seeds 
obtained for use solely for an agricultural purpose 

 Specified fertilizer and other materials 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 128, Nurseries and 
Garden Stores 

 The following when obtained for animals to be sold in the 
regular course of business or the products of which ordinarily 
constitute food for human consumption: 
• food 
• oral vitamins and dietary supplements  
• specified drugs and medicines, including salves, ointments, 

antiseptics and liniments 

Note: Animals do not include household pets 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 127, Veterinarians and Pet 
Stores 

 Specifically listed exempt farm equipment and parts obtained 
by a qualifying farmer for use solely for a farm purpose 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – Farmer 
(FIN 458) or a valid B.C. 
Farmer Identity Card. 

Bulletin PST 101, Farmers 

 Boats, fishing nets, fishing equipment and parts obtained by a 
qualifying commercial fisher for use solely for a commercial 
fishing purpose  

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Commercial Fisher 
(FIN 455). 

Bulletin PST 102, Commercial Fishers 

 Specifically listed exempt aquaculture equipment and parts 
obtained by a qualifying aquaculturist for use solely for an 
aquaculture purpose 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Aquaculturist (FIN 456). 

Bulletin PST 103, Aquaculturists 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/143EF67719B9498385475515D7EB4BF5
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/82BA29FB58E34318A3A48C740CFEEF4D
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2F0FD09F39E14B8A9A7856EAE491F55A
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5579E9C99B80481FA1F6DCA1777067E1
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/89ADD03290C54DFB82C9F750A3E91636
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B761207D091C456E99D2E08A2EB100FF
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/0E845C47174E4FCF929E7C1060A9AE45
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/F9E62BF5C3604A3F862B97FBF5D3695C
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Other Exemptions for Goods  
Sections 37, 137 – 143 of the Act and sections 50 – 60, 60.2 and 60.3, 124.2, 148 - 155 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Vehicle purchased or leased in B.C. that is immediately 
licensed as a multijurisdictional vehicle 

The customer’s prorate 
account number. A 
Certificate of 
Exemption – 
Multijurisdictional 
Vehicles (FIN 441) may 
be used if a customer 
does not yet have a 
prorate number. 

Bulletin PST 135, Multijurisdictional 
Vehicles 

 Used zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) purchased or leased No documentation 
required for used ZEVs 
purchased or leased 
from motor vehicle 
dealers. For qualifying 
ZEVs purchased 
privately, a completed 
Transfer/Tax form 
(APV9T) with the 
current odometer 
reading of the ZEV (see 
Bulletin PST 308). 

Bulletin PST 116, Motor Vehicle 
Dealers and Leasing Companies 
 
Bulletin PST 308, Vehicles 

 Goods obtained solely for resale PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 208, Goods for Resale 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2A57A3BFB560459EAE4A6896A62E077C
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/57E74BBE2D47454BB80F2A6D269767C9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AE64C566D91B4208A456987F79E1C273
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B398A74EC26B4F4198DE615E3122583D
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/C84CD1B6086F4FB1848F68C74C431FFC
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Other Exemptions for Goods  
Sections 37, 137 – 143 of the Act and sections 50 – 60, 60.2 and 60.3, 124.2, 148 - 155 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Certain bundled sales where the taxable component is $50 or 
less 

 Goods sold for under $0.15 
 Food products for human consumption, except liquor, soda 

beverages and certain other non-liquor beverages, and edible 
cannabis products  

 Water in liquid or frozen form 
 Fuel as defined in the Motor Fuel Tax Act (Note: The 

exemption is from the 7% PST, not the ICE Fund tax discussed 
below) 

No documentation 
required. 

Notice 2021-002, Notice to Sellers of 
Soda Beverages 
Bulletin PST 119, Restaurants and 
Liquor Sellers  
Bulletin PST 206, Grocery and Drug 
Stores 
Bulletin PST 141, Cannabis 
Bulletin PST 316, Bundled Sales and 
Leases 

 Goods obtained solely for processing, fabricating, 
manufacturing, attaching or incorporating into other goods 
for retail sale or lease 

 Goods obtained solely for packaging other goods for retail sale 
or lease  

 Labels obtained solely for attaching to goods for sale or lease, 
provided they remain with the goods after the sale or lease 

 Goods obtained solely for use in providing a related service to 
other goods if they remain part of, or attached to, the other 
goods after the service has been provided 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 208, Goods for Resale 
Bulletin PST 301, Related Services 
Bulletin PST 305, Containers and 
Packaging Materials 
 

 Purchases or leases of goods for the purpose only of leasing 
the goods to other persons 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 315, Rentals and Leases of 
Goods 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/D381BC1624154E6BA46D4F57089F5142
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/6422A0872DB648EB89E954D9E16A9989
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/8E7C297F4E834D4CB0B2F0A0338174DD
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/9306D20B5EB744C3881B42F271BE04A8
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/1E9E7870DD09400BBED7FF7BE54553F3
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/C84CD1B6086F4FB1848F68C74C431FFC
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B63E41FD05C84849B0DC4F7C63E28E08
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/55D9752792224464B1B8D9A06EF5D16C
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/53D8C60F467D40E2A265DE1364806AA2
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Other Exemptions for Goods  
Sections 37, 137 – 143 of the Act and sections 50 – 60, 60.2 and 60.3, 124.2, 148 - 155 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 A prototype or, if made for a prescribed purpose, a copy of a 
prototype if the prototype or copy is a result of research and 
development activities aimed at developing a new or improved 
product or a new or improved process 

 Goods obtained solely for processing, fabricating, 
manufacturing, attaching or incorporating into a prototype or 
copy described above 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 209, Exemption for 
Prototypes 

 A recording of a motion picture production or audio 
production in specific circumstances 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 107, Telecommunication 
Services 

 Transfer due to dissolution of marriage or relationship The recipient of the 
goods must retain a 
copy of the separation 
agreement, marriage 
agreement, court 
order, or agreement 
under Part 5 or 6 of the 
Family Law Act. 

Note: ICBC will require 
a copy of this 
document if the 
transfer involves a 
vehicle. 

 

 Dry ice  
 Gold, silver or platinum in bullion or coin form, unless 

obtained for a purchase price greater than the market value of 
its gold, silver or platinum content (e.g. collector’s coins) 

No documentation 
required. 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/E81E584E80274516A718901CA909E2F3
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/0E6B740E67084C839D058D6125FCB315
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Other Exemptions for Goods  
Sections 37, 137 – 143 of the Act and sections 50 – 60, 60.2 and 60.3, 124.2, 148 - 155 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Natural, cut evergreen trees sold as Christmas trees 
 Remembrance Day poppies and wreaths 

No documentation 
required 

Bulletin PST 128, Nurseries and 
Garden Stores 
Bulletin PST 206, Grocery and Drug 
Stores 

 Parts designed and obtained for use to repair or recondition 
most exempt goods 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 301, Related Services 

 The following software sold in a tangible format, or as part of 
goods: 
• custom software 
• custom modified software 
• custom or custom modified software sold as part of a 

business sold as a going concern 
• software source code in non-executable form 
(see also Software below) 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 105, Software 

 Specified goods acquired under the Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act 

No documentation 
required. 

 

 Goods purchased at a duty-free shop by a person who is about 
to leave Canada 

No documentation 
required. 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/143EF67719B9498385475515D7EB4BF5
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/8E7C297F4E834D4CB0B2F0A0338174DD
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B63E41FD05C84849B0DC4F7C63E28E08
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/92573C16F1D14703819065A11E287357
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Other Exemptions for Goods  
Sections 37, 137 – 143 of the Act and sections 50 – 60, 60.2 and 60.3, 124.2, 148 - 155 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Goods repurchased at a sale if: 
• the purchaser takes possession of the goods under a 

security instrument, and  
• an applicable tax was paid by that purchaser in the 

previous purchase of the goods 

The purchaser must 
retain: 
 proof an applicable 

tax (see section 56 
of the Regulation) 
was paid on the 
previous purchase 
of the goods, and  

 evidence of the 
security instrument. 

 

 Used manufactured buildings in certain situations See Bulletin PST 133 for 
documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 133, Manufactured 
Buildings 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/D3501CBE9B9E4ADC95A7EFBC54E12FF3
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Other Exemptions for Goods  
Sections 37, 137 – 143 of the Act and sections 50 – 60, 60.2 and 60.3, 124.2, 148 - 155 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Non-motorized bicycles, and non-motorized tricycles where 
each wheel of the tricycle has a diameter of 350 mm or more 
(adult-sized) 

 Effective April 21, 2021, electric bicycles and tricycles (e-bikes 
and e-trikes). To qualify, an e-bike or e-trike must meet the 
following requirements. 
 Has pedals or hand cranks that allow for the cycle to be 

propelled by human power 
 Wheels that measure 350mm or more in diameter (13.8 

inches) 
 The electric motor or motors are not capable of propelling 

the cycle at a speed greater than 32 km/hr on level ground 
and do not have a continuous output power rating that 
exceeds 500W in total 

 Does not have a combustion engine 
 Is not marketed as, or designed to look like an electric 

motorcycle, electric moped, electric scooter or another 
similar device  

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 204, Bicycles and Tricycles 

 Aircraft powered by a turbine engine or solely by electricity 
and parts for those aircraft (except remotely piloted electric 
aircraft) 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 134, Aircraft 

 Goods (other than an aircraft or a part for an aircraft) obtained 
by a person operating a commercial airline for use: 
• by the airline’s passengers during the airline’s 

interprovincial or international flights, or  
• by the airline in serving its passengers 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 134, Aircraft 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/0178B45694134B7185981D5EFC01DE53
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/990090F497AD46C3827EF328552B3795
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/990090F497AD46C3827EF328552B3795
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Other Exemptions for Goods  
Sections 37, 137 – 143 of the Act and sections 50 – 60, 60.2 and 60.3, 124.2, 148 - 155 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Self-propelled vessels of more than 500 tons gross No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 108, Boats 

 Trailers obtained for use solely with multijurisdictional vehicles 
 Parts obtained for use in a trailer described above, or in a 

multijurisdictional vehicle 

The customer’s prorate 
account number. A 
Certificate of 
Exemption – 
Multijurisdictional 
Vehicles (FIN 441) may 
be used (for 
multijurisdictional 
vehicles and trailers 
only) if a customer does 
not yet have a prorate 
number. 

Bulletin PST 135, Multijurisdictional 
Vehicles 

 Transfer of goods and software between related corporations, 
or to a new corporation 

See Bulletin PST 210 for 
exemption details and 
documentation 
required to be kept by 
corporations. 

Bulletin PST 210, Related Party Asset 
Transfers 

 Goods provided to a purchaser on a continuous basis by 
means of a wire, pipeline or other conduit (in certain 
situations) as part of that person’s right to use real property or 
moorage facilities 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 203, Energy, Energy 
Conservation and the ICE Fund Tax 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/DD8E6C4AEEF54BC8AA6E01B206B0E73D
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2A57A3BFB560459EAE4A6896A62E077C
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/57E74BBE2D47454BB80F2A6D269767C9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5C280491A8534170A62AD0CE78D5F162
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AB226CD25A624A10B5AD18EABEF74976
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Other Exemptions for Goods  
Sections 37, 137 – 143 of the Act and sections 50 – 60, 60.2 and 60.3, 124.2, 148 - 155 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Goods purchased or leased on a passenger-carrying 
commercial vessel (such as a cruise ship) from a seller or lessor 
who has an established commercial presence on that vessel, if 
purchased or leased for use only during the course of a 
scheduled sailing:  
• from a port in B.C. to a port outside B.C. 
• from a port outside B.C. to a port in B.C., or 
• from a port outside B.C. to a port outside B.C. 

No documentation 
required. 

 

 Delivery charges on aggregate that is sold and delivered 
within B.C. if delivery by the seller is optional 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 302, Delivery Charges 

 

Software 

Software 
Section 113 of the Act and sections 59, 64 - 69 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Software purchased for the purpose of being processed, 
fabricated or manufactured into, attached to or incorporated 
into goods, a telecommunication service or other software for 
the purpose of retail sale (or lease; goods only) 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 105, Software 
 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/FF898A8C92AF432AB605EC7C66EFCA8F
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/92573C16F1D14703819065A11E287357


 

PST Exemptions and Documentation Requirements Page 24 of 44 
 

Software 
Section 113 of the Act and sections 59, 64 - 69 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Software purchased substantially for: 
• incorporating copies of the software into other software, a 

telecommunication service or goods for retail sale 
• re-licensing copies of the software for retail sale 

(see Bulletin PST 105 for details) 
 Software purchased for the sole purpose of selling the 

software to other persons 
 Goods purchased substantially for the purpose of 

incorporating any software program or telecommunication 
contained in those goods into: 
• other goods for the purpose of retail sale or lease, or 
• software or a telecommunication service for the purpose 

of retail sale 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 105, Software 

 Software obtained by a qualifying school, school board or 
similar authority for use substantially as a teaching aid for 
students 

A detailed list or 
purchase order from 
the qualifying school, 
school board or similar 
authority, which clearly 
indicates the portion 
that is exempt from 
PST. 

Bulletin PST 202, School Supplies 

 New resident’s effects (settler’s effects) – software  No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 105, Software 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/92573C16F1D14703819065A11E287357
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/850CAD8DDA7D40868FE9A443567A3B05
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/92573C16F1D14703819065A11E287357
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Software 
Section 113 of the Act and sections 59, 64 - 69 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Software obtained by a qualifying commercial fisher for use 
on exempt electronic monitoring equipment if for use by a 
qualifying commercial fisher solely for a commercial fishing 
purpose 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Commercial Fisher  
(FIN 455). 

Bulletin PST 102, Commercial Fishers 
Bulletin PST 105, Software 

 Transfer due to dissolution of marriage or relationship – 
software 

The recipient of the 
software must retain a 
copy of the separation 
agreement, marriage 
agreement, court 
order, or agreement 
under Part 5 or 6 of the 
Family Law Act.  

Bulletin PST 105, Software 

 The following software: 
• specified custom software 
• custom modified software 
• software sold as part of a business sold as a going concern 
• software source code in non-executable form 
(see also Other Exemptions for Goods above) 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 105, Software 

 Software purchased for the purpose of being incorporated 
into a prototype, or copy of a prototype, if the prototype or 
copy is a result of research and development activities aimed 
at developing a new or improved product or a new or 
improved process 

Note: This exemption does not apply if the software is not 
specifically designed for the prototype or copy 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 209, Exemption for 
Prototypes 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/89ADD03290C54DFB82C9F750A3E91636
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B761207D091C456E99D2E08A2EB100FF
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/92573C16F1D14703819065A11E287357
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/92573C16F1D14703819065A11E287357
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/92573C16F1D14703819065A11E287357
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/E81E584E80274516A718901CA909E2F3
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Services 

Services Related to Purchase 
Sections 71 - 72 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Motor vehicle conversion or modification solely for the 
purpose of:  
• modifying a motor vehicle to facilitate the use of the vehicle 

by, or the transportation of, an individual using a 
wheelchair, or 

• equipping a motor vehicle with an auxiliary driving control 
to facilitate the operation of the vehicle by an individual 
with a disability 

Note: This exemption does not apply to multijurisdictional 
vehicles. 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 116, Motor Vehicle 
Dealers and Leasing Companies 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AE64C566D91B4208A456987F79E1C273
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Related Services 
Section 121 of the Act and sections 73 – 77 and 88.2 of the Regulation 
Specific Exemption Documentation 

Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Related services provided to goods that a person (other than a 
small seller) stores, keeps or retains solely for the purpose of 
resale 

 Related services provided to goods that a PST registrant 
stores, keeps or retains solely for lease 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 301, Related Services 

 Related services provided to specified goods, including: 
• most exempt goods 
• an animal 
• a manufactured building 
• most affixed machinery 
• clothes dryers, clothes washers, curtains and draperies, 

dishwashers, freezers, ovens, refrigerators, rugs and 
carpets, rug-cleaning and carpet-cleaning machines, 
sewing machines, stoves and vacuums, if designed for 
household use 

• clothing and footwear, except blades for skates 
• goods that are typically attached or applied to an individual 

and remain attached or applied to the individual during 
and after the service is provided 

 Related services provided to goods while they are outside B.C. 
if:  
• the goods are taken or sent out of B.C. primarily for the 

purpose of using them outside of B.C. for a period of time, 
and 

• the related service is provided to the goods during that 
period 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 301, Related Services 
Bulletin PST 127, Veterinarians and Pet 
Stores 
Bulletin PST 133, Manufactured 
Buildings 
Bulletin PST 501, Real Property 
Contractors 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B63E41FD05C84849B0DC4F7C63E28E08
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B63E41FD05C84849B0DC4F7C63E28E08
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/82BA29FB58E34318A3A48C740CFEEF4D
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/D3501CBE9B9E4ADC95A7EFBC54E12FF3
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2C61033B62B4449488EE706851C08C22
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 Related services purchased for the sole purpose of reselling 
the related service to other persons 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 301, Related Services 

 Related services provided in B.C. to goods that are brought or 
sent into B.C. for the sole purpose of having the related service 
provided, if the goods are immediately transferred out of B.C. 
after the services are provided. 

Shipping invoices or 
bills of lading showing 
the date the goods 
were shipped into B.C. 
and the date they were 
shipped out of 
province.  
If shipping invoices are 
not available, a written 
statement signed by 
the customer must be 
obtained. 

Bulletin PST 301, Related Services 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B63E41FD05C84849B0DC4F7C63E28E08
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B63E41FD05C84849B0DC4F7C63E28E08
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 Exempt services, including: 
• boosting of a motor vehicle battery, other than recharging 
• cleaning services, unless provided with taxable related 

services 
• courier and mail services 
• cutting goods in certain situations if no other related 

service (other than a related service that is exempt from 
PST) is provided to the goods 

• diagnostic services, testing or safety inspections provided 
in relation to goods, or to provide an estimate for related 
services, including any dismantling and reassembly of the 
goods in order to provide the diagnostic services, testing, 
safety inspections or estimate if no other related service 
(other than a related service that is exempt from PST) is 
provided to the goods 

• disposal services 
• engraving services 
• erecting, constructing, assembling or dismantling specified 

goods (e.g. scaffolding and construction cranes) for use in 
the construction, demolition, adjustment, repair, 
renovation, restoration or maintenance of real property or 
affixed machinery 

• freight transportation services 
• motor vehicle roadside tire changing 
• motor vehicle towing 
• moving services 
• numbering, collating and folding pages 
• packaging services 
• roadside unlocking of a motor vehicle 
• services to attach or apply goods to, or remove goods 

from, an individual 
• services to inspect, repair or replace goods as a result of a 

recall by its manufacturer, if the services are purchased by 
the manufacturer 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 301, Related Services 
Bulletin PST 105, Software 
Bulletin PST 118, Vehicle Services and 
Parts 
Bulletin PST 138, Personal Services 
Bulletin PST 133, Manufactured 
Buildings 
Bulletin PST 210, Related Party Asset 
Transfers 
Bulletin PST 302, Delivery Charges  
Bulletin PST 303, Warranties, Service 
Contracts and Maintenance 
Agreements 
Bulletin PST 305, Containers and 
Packaging Materials 
Bulletin PST 501, Real Property 
Contractors 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B63E41FD05C84849B0DC4F7C63E28E08
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/92573C16F1D14703819065A11E287357
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5B39151858764F4FB89928B6E11598EF
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AD7108EA95BA4CE084634E396A78879E
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/D3501CBE9B9E4ADC95A7EFBC54E12FF3
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5C280491A8534170A62AD0CE78D5F162
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/FF898A8C92AF432AB605EC7C66EFCA8F
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/0F2F802CE584439BA9440E6CFE49892B
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/55D9752792224464B1B8D9A06EF5D16C
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2C61033B62B4449488EE706851C08C22
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• services to inspect, repair or replace goods under certain 
types of warranties, service contracts and maintenance 
agreements if purchased by the person who provided the 
warranty, service contract or maintenance agreement 

• services to install goods as part of a window display service 
• services to measure, weigh, grade or classify goods if no 

other related service (other than a related service that is 
exempt from PST) is provided to the goods 

• services provided solely for the purpose of equipping a 
motor vehicle with an auxiliary driving control to facilitate 
the operation of the motor vehicle by an individual with a 
disability 

• services provided solely for the purpose of modifying a 
motor vehicle to facilitate the use of the motor vehicle by, 
or the transportation of, an individual using a wheelchair 

• services purchased by a corporation from a related 
corporation 

• specified related services to an electronic device 
• waxing a motor vehicle 
• plant growing services (e.g. tree seedlings) if the service is 

provided at a location other than on property owned, 
leased or used by the owner of the plants 

 Related services to multijurisdictional vehicles and trailers 
used solely with multijurisdictional vehicles  

The customer’s prorate 
account number. 

Bulletin PST 135, Multijurisdictional 
Vehicles 

 Related services provided outside B.C. to a taxable 
conveyance, such as an interjurisdictional aircraft or 
interjurisdictional railway rolling stock  

No documentation 
required. 

 

 Related services provided to specifically listed exempt farm 
equipment and parts if obtained by a qualifying farmer for use 
solely for a farm purpose 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – Farmer 
(FIN 458) or a valid B.C. 
Farmer Identity Card. 

Bulletin PST 101, Farmers 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/57E74BBE2D47454BB80F2A6D269767C9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2F0FD09F39E14B8A9A7856EAE491F55A
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5579E9C99B80481FA1F6DCA1777067E1
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 Related services provided to boats, fishing nets, fishing 
equipment and parts if obtained by a qualifying commercial 
fisher for use solely for a commercial fishing purpose 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Commercial Fisher 
(FIN 455). 

Bulletin PST 102, Commercial Fishers 

 Related services provided to specifically listed exempt 
aquaculture equipment and parts if obtained by a qualifying 
aquaculturist for use solely for an aquaculture purpose 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Aquaculturist (FIN 456). 

Bulletin PST 103, Aquaculturists 

 Related services provided on a passenger-carrying commercial 
vessel (such as a cruise ship) by a seller who has an established 
commercial presence on that vessel during the course of a 
scheduled sailing:  
• from a port in B.C. to a port outside B.C. 
• from a port outside B.C. to a port in B.C., or 
• from a port outside B.C. to a port outside B.C. 

No documentation 
required. 

 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/89ADD03290C54DFB82C9F750A3E91636
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/B761207D091C456E99D2E08A2EB100FF
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/0E845C47174E4FCF929E7C1060A9AE45
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/F9E62BF5C3604A3F862B97FBF5D3695C
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Accommodation 
Section 78 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Accommodation provided by a person who: 
• does not list the accommodation on an online 

marketplace, 
• has a gross revenue of less than $2,500 from the 

accommodation in the previous 12 months, and 
• reasonably estimates a gross revenue of less than $2,500 

in the next 12 months 
 Accommodation for which the charge for a unit of 

accommodation is $30 or less per day, or $210 or less per 
week (unless the accommodation is listed on an online 
marketplace) 

 Accommodation provided for a continuous period of 27 days 
or more to certain persons 

 Accommodation provided in premises normally operated by or 
on behalf of an employer to provide lodging to the employer’s 
employees, if purchased by an employee of the employer 

 Accommodation provided in industrial camps in certain 
situations 

 Accommodation provided by a religious or charitable 
organization at a summer camp or similar place 

 Accommodation provided without any of the following 
amenities: bed linen, heat (other than a wood-burning 
fireplace or wood-burning stove), electricity or indoor 
plumbing 

 Accommodation provided in tents 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 120, Accommodation. 

 
  

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/65C3C176774649C18E298BBF3BF38E6E
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Legal Services 
Section 128 of the Act and sections 79 - 82 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Legal services provided to an individual if the services are 
at least partly paid for by the Legal Services Society or by 
a funded agency within the meaning of the Legal 
Services Society Act 

 Legal services provided to a lawyer, law firm, notary or 
notary firm for a particular client (in certain situations) 

 Specified legal services purchased by an aboriginal 
organization 

 Legal services provided to a corporation by an employee 
of a related corporation 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 106, Legal Services. 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AB1036C78BE6426AA42271D781B23B98
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Telecommunication Services 
Section 130.1 and 134 – 134.2 of the Act and sections 83 – 88.2 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Telecommunication services purchased solely for resale PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 107, Telecommunication 
Services 

 Telecommunication services purchased substantially (more 
than 90%) for resale  

Note: The purchaser must self-assess on the portion that is 
not resold. 

PST number or, if the 
customer does not 
have a PST number, a 
completed Certificate 
of Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

 Telecommunications sent or received by means of an 
electronic device that is ordinarily situated in B.C. if: 
• the telecommunications are both sent and received 

outside B.C., and  
• any charges for the telecommunications are separately 

itemized on the purchaser’s invoice 

No documentation 
required. 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/0E6B740E67084C839D058D6125FCB315
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69


 

PST Exemptions and Documentation Requirements Page 35 of 44 
 

 Certain telecommunication services purchased for the 
purpose of:  
• public broadcast by a licensed radio or television 

broadcaster, 
• making copies of the content of the telecommunication 

service for: 
o public broadcast by a licensed radio or television 

broadcaster, 
o public exhibition in a movie theatre or other public 

venue, or 
o sale or lease 

• copying or incorporating the content of the 
telecommunication service into another 
telecommunication service for: 
o public broadcast by a licensed radio or TV broadcaster, 
o public exhibition in a movie theatre or other public 

venue, or 
o sale or lease 

• copying or incorporating the content of the 
telecommunication service into goods or software for sale 
or lease 

 Telecommunication services in the form of a toll-free number, 
unless they are for family or domestic use, or for a 
teleconference service 

 Telecommunication services purchased by certain 
organizations as part of an emergency communication system 
purchased from E-Comm Emergency Communications for 
Southwest British Columbia Incorporated, or the Capital 
Region Emergency Service Telecommunications Incorporated 
(CREST) 

 Conventional paging services that only allow the customer to 
receive messages through a pager 

 Residential phone services provided through a public switched 
telephone network by means of a wire or cable 

No documentation 
required. 
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 Basic cable TV services provided by means of a wire or cable 
(does not apply to services provided by satellite or the 
Internet) 

 Telecommunication services provided to a purchaser as part 
of the purchaser’s participation in certain educational, training 
or instructional programs or activities if provided only to 
participants of the program or activity by the person offering 
that program or activity 

 Video provided to a customer in an intangible format if:  
• the video was produced specifically for the customer under 

a contract with that customer, and 
• the customer does not obtain the video, or copies of the 

video, in a tangible format 
 Data backup services when provided to a customer for the 

purpose of backing up the customer’s data that is installed on 
an electronic device 

 Telecommunication services purchased from an 
accommodation provider in relation to a purchase of 
accommodation 

 Telecommunication services purchased on a passenger-
carrying commercial vessel (such as a cruise ship) if provided 
for use only during the sailing from a seller who has an 
established commercial presence on that vessel during the 
course of a scheduled sailing:  
• from a port in B.C. to a port outside B.C. 
• from a port outside B.C. to a port in B.C., or 
• from a port outside B.C. to a port outside B.C. 
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Production Machinery 
and Equipment 

Sections 90 - 120 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Qualifying machinery or equipment used in: 
• exploration for, discovery of or development of petroleum 

or natural gas 
• exploration for minerals or development of mines 
• extraction or processing of minerals 
• extraction or processing of petroleum or natural gas 
• geophysical surveying 
• local government power generation 
• logging 
• manufacturing 
• pollution control 
• providing manufacturing services to manufacturers 
• software development 
• transmission or distribution of goods or software 
• waste management 

 Qualifying electrical machinery or equipment 
 Qualifying vehicle-mounted machinery and equipment 
 Qualifying parts and materials obtained for qualifying 

machinery or equipment 
 Related services and goods for use in providing services to 

qualifying machinery or equipment 
 Software used in certain situations with qualifying machinery 

and equipment 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Production Machinery 
and Equipment 
(FIN 492). 

Bulletin PST 110, Production 
Machinery and Equipment Exemption 
Bulletin PST 111, Mining Industry  
Bulletin PST 112, Logging Industry 
Bulletin PST 113, Oil and Gas Industry 
– Producers and Processors 
Bulletin PST 114, Oil and Gas Industry 
– Exploration, Discovery and 
Development 
Bulletin PST 115, Oil and Gas Industry 
– Service Providers  

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/08506C4D17AC4BB6A4BC4BCC2394EEC9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/6C19F0EA90254D66A89777492854FCD1
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/FDCE6EBAA3DF4BFB8D38A0F21A8B44E3
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/76F133AA3B6A40118F872F9B6B2F6442
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/7814F1345D9D43C497665F57C03B184C
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/99513D8018464465AD4ADA2F8BE49EF1
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/24D0E565F42047039227A9A38BB86C47
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LNG Canada Project 

Sections 120.3 – 120.64 of the Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Goods obtained for use primarily for the purposes of the 
project during the relevant period  

 Software obtained for use primarily to operate, control or 
monitor the LNG plant, or to operate particular machinery or 
equipment for use primarily to operate, control or monitor the 
LNG plant 

 Related services provided, before the cut-off date for the 
project, to exempt goods that were obtained for use primarily 
for the purposes of the project during the relevant period for 
those goods 

A completed Certificate 
of Exemption – LNG 
Canada Project  
(FIN 495). 

Bulletin PST 212, LNG Canada Project 
Exemption.  

 

 

 

Leases 

Section 44 of the Act 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Goods sold to the lessor by the lessee under a sale and 
immediate lease-back arrangement, provided that the lessee 
previously paid an applicable tax on the goods 

Proof the lessee: 
• purchased the goods, 

and 
• paid an applicable tax 

on the goods. 

Bulletin PST 315, Rentals and Leases of 
Goods. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/63B5AB0EA86245D799A1D239E9EE7287
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/812669F43F3441BC8635E9590F1C5B2B
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/53D8C60F467D40E2A265DE1364806AA2
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Affixed Machinery and 
Improvements to Real Property 

Sections 79 and 80.1 and subsection 80.5(7) of the Act 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Goods that will be used by a real property contractor to fulfil a 
contract to supply and affix, or install, affixed machinery or 
improvements to real property where, under the terms of the 
contract, the goods are used such that they cease to be 
personal property at common law, if:  
• the contractor and their customer enter into an agreement 

that specifically states that the customer is liable for the 
PST on the goods, and  

• the agreement sets out the purchase price of the goods 

Contractors must 
provide a PST number or 
a completed Certificate 
of Exemption – 
Contractor (FIN 491). 
Subcontractors must 
provide both a 
completed Certificate of 
Exemption – 
Subcontractor (FIN 493) 
and a Certificate of 
Exemption – Contractor 
(FIN 491) that has been 
completed by the 
general contractor and 
their customer. 
Note: There must be 
written evidence of the 
agreement that 
specifically states that 
the customer is liable for 
the PST on the goods. 
The contractor must 

Bulletin PST 501, Real Property 
Contractors. 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5FB72BE9995B44E193DBFDE2AE0272E9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/E173186B7ECC48D68E6C478FE4DB6D40
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5FB72BE9995B44E193DBFDE2AE0272E9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2C61033B62B4449488EE706851C08C22
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retain that written 
evidence. 

 Goods that will be used by a real property contractor to fulfil a 
written contract to supply and affix, or install, affixed 
machinery or improvements to real property where, under the 
terms of the contract, the goods are used such that they cease 
to be personal property at common law, if the contract is with:  
• the Government of Canada (unless the Government of 

Canada has agreed to pay PST),  
• a First Nation individual or band that would be exempt 

from PST under the Provincial Sales Tax Act if they had 
purchased, brought, sent or received the goods instead of 
the contractor, or 

• a person who would be exempt from PST under the 
Provincial Sales Tax Act if they had purchased, brought, 
sent or received the goods instead of the contractor 

Contractors must 
provide a completed 
Certificate of Exemption 
– Contractor (FIN 491). 
Subcontractors must 
provide both a 
completed Certificate of 
Exemption – 
Subcontractor (FIN 493) 
and a Certificate of 
Exemption – Contractor 
(FIN 491) that has been 
completed by the 
general contractor and 
their customer who is 
exempt from PST. 

Bulletin PST 501, Real Property 
Contractors. 

 

Purchases From Small Sellers 

Sections 91, 114 and 136 of the Act  

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Eligible goods purchased from a small seller 
 Software purchased from a small seller 
 Related services, legal services or telecommunication services 

purchased from a small seller 

No documentation 
required. 

Bulletin PST 003, Small Sellers.  
Bulletin PST 141, Cannabis 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5FB72BE9995B44E193DBFDE2AE0272E9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/E173186B7ECC48D68E6C478FE4DB6D40
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/5FB72BE9995B44E193DBFDE2AE0272E9
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/2C61033B62B4449488EE706851C08C22
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/05CA447590814C8384FD689CFE0D5265
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/9306D20B5EB744C3881B42F271BE04A8
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ICE Fund Tax 

Section 95 of the Act 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Energy products purchased for resale PST number or, if the 
customer does not have 
a PST number, a 
completed Certificate of 
Exemption – General 
(FIN 490). 

Bulletin PST 203, Energy, Energy 
Conservation and the ICE Fund Tax. 

 Fuel as defined in the Motor Fuel Tax Act, other than propane 
in a vapourized form delivered: 
• by a public utility, as defined in the Utilities Commission 

Act, 
• by pipe, and 
• to purchasers at the place where the propane will be used 

No documentation 
required. 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/46CB400E0CFF487985165D8010FA7C69
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/AB226CD25A624A10B5AD18EABEF74976
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First Nations 

Section 87 of the Indian Act (Canada) and section 68.1, 72.1, 77, 78, 81 and 88.1 of the Regulation  

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Energy products purchased for resale 
 Goods delivered to, or purchased on, First Nations land 
 Goods leased by a First Nations individual or band who resides 

on First Nations land 
 Software and telecommunication services purchased by a First 

Nations individual or band for use on or with an electronic 
device that is owned or leased by the First Nations individual 
or band and is ordinarily situated on First Nations land 

 Related services and accommodation purchased by a First 
Nations individual or band if provided wholly on First Nations 
land 

 Legal services purchased by a First Nations individual or band 
if the legal services relate to real property situated on First 
Nations land, or are provided on First Nations land 

Certificate of Indian 
Status Card (for 
individuals). 

Written authorization 
from the band signed by 
a band official and 
showing the band name 
and number (for 
purchases and leases on 
behalf of the band). 

Bulletin PST 314, Exemptions for  
First Nations. 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4CBBE363B1AA43CEB7AEE34B508B781D
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Members of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps 

Consular Tax Exemption Regulation 

Specific Exemption 
Documentation 
Required From 
Customer 

More Details  

 Exemptions for specified members of the diplomatic or 
consular corps and other foreign officials and their spouses 

Diplomatic or consular 
identity card issued by 
the government of 
Canada.  

Bulletin CTB 007, Exemption for 
Members of the Diplomatic and 
Consular Corps. 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/D4756D4DE1FA401EB2F5270B32E6B798
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Need more info? 

Online: gov.bc.ca/pst 
Toll free: 1-877-388-4440 
Email: CTBTaxQuestions@gov.bc.ca 

Subscribe to our What’s New page to receive email updates when information 
changes.  

The information in this bulletin is for your convenience and guidance and is not a 
replacement for the legislation. 

 
Latest Revision 
August 2022 
 Added exemption information and requirements for: 

• used zero-emission vehicles, effective February 23, 2022 
• heat pumps, effective April 1, 2022 

 Revised references from online accommodation platforms to online marketplaces 
 Minor revisions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
References: Provincial Sales Tax Act, sections 1, “soda beverage”, 26.1, 37, 39, 44, 48, 49, 79, 80.1, 
80.5, 91, 95, 113, 114, 121, 128, 134, 134.1, 134.2 and 137 – 143; Provincial Sales Tax Regulation, 
section 7.1; Provincial Sales Tax Exemption and Refund Regulation, sections 3 – 120.64, and 149 – 
155; Consular Tax Exemption Regulation.  

i 

http://www.gov.bc.ca/pst
mailto:CTBTaxQuestions@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=A64246E6469D4B4B8C502C1DFCBD1FA1
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