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Finance has drafted a new Application for Retroactive Home Owner
Grant form to replace the existing form.
The draft is being shared with the Municipal-Finance Working Group to
give municipalities an opportunity to:


understand the changes being planned to the form,



provide input into the form’s content, and



comment on the implementation of the form.

Legislative framework
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Section 8 of the Home Owner Grant Act provides for a person to apply for
a grant for current year taxes before January 1 of the next year.
Section 9 of the Act provides for an owner, or the owner’s agent, to make
a written request to the tax collector to extend that time limit:


The request must state the reasons for the failure of the owner to
apply within the time limit.



The time limit may be extended up to a maximum of 12 months
(e.g., the latest a person can apply for a retroactive home owner grant
for the 2015 tax year is December 31, 2016).

Current version of retro form
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Requires applicant to provide substantial
amount of personal information:


Two pieces of supporting
documentation.



Date of Birth



BC Driver’s Licence number



BC Medical Plan number



Income tax information



Spousal information

Major Changes
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Removed requirement for supporting documentation, and driver’s licence
number, etc. ,to be provided by the applicant.
Municipalities no longer need to collect BC Medical Plan number
(sensitive personal information).
Simplified language to assist homeowners understand their entitlement.
More use of white space and larger font (helpful to those with eyesight
issues).
Better information and instructions.
Finance will rely on its audit program to identify and recover retroactive
grants paid to applicants who did not meet the eligibility criteria on
December 31 of the previous tax year.

Draft version of new form
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