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Economic Impact Assessment Limitations

Pacific Analytics conducted an Economic Impact Assessment which confirms the magnitude of the
findings of the STC report. There are a few small differences between the STC report and the PA report, 
but these are attributable to slightly different input data and assumptions. STC assumptions were based 
on direct conversation with FIFA and Soccer Canada. Without access to this source data, the PA 
assessment was grounded on the best available information based on detailed tourist spending 
characteristics by market (prepared by PA for DBC earlier) as well as data from previous similar projects 
and data.  

Implicit in the STC analysis is that each visitor will have an estimated average stay of 2.7 days in B.C. with 
no overlap in other travel within the province. Since it is likely that some visitors will choose to visit 
other regions, either during pre or post game periods or between games, the STC analysis is a lower 
bound estimate for visitor stay duration. Accordingly, BC Stats and Pacific Analytics believe the overall 
impacts, given all other assumptions are met, will end up being higher and result in greater benefit to 
the province as a result.   

It is important to note that we could not validate either way the major assumption that a total of 
269,000 visitors (45% of whom would be from outside of Canada/US) would attend the games. Without 
knowing exactly what teams will be playing in Vancouver (say, Senegal vs Ecuador compared to, say, 
Germany vs Netherlands), it is hard to estimate visitor markets.  We do understand, though, that STC 
worked closely with FIFA using data from previous World Cup competitions in order to derive the 
269,000 estimate. Based on this number of visitors, we have used the conservative number of 153,000 

 visitors.  

The Input-Output modeling of employment estimates has limitations. It does not provide a 
comprehensive view of net increase in the labour market. Rather it produces a gross impact of an 
individual shock to the economy. Many of the “jobs” identified in this analysis may be filled by added 
hours of current employees, part time workers, workers in the sector taking a second job or workers 
leaving a different job. Further, some of this may be moderated by technology replacement of workers. 
As a result, the event may not result in a large net increase of long-term employment in the province, 
but rather a short-term increase for the sector.  

The Province and the city of Vancouver have adjusted the MRDT rate for Vancouver 5.5% from 3% in 
2026. As a result, the impacts of visitor spending conducted in 2022 which included a 3% MRDT rate will 
underestimate tax revenues to the province. This policy change can be incorporated in future iterations 
of the modeling for this project. 
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