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Province launches strategy to grow B.C.͛s creative economy
VANCOUVER ʹIn recognition of the importance of arts and culture to the overall economy and
quality of life in British Columbia, the B.C. government today announced a provincial strategy
to help grow this thriving sector.
Peter Fassbender, Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development, outlined the threeyear Creative Economy Strategy to a group of arts and culture leaders at The Post at 750, a
creative cluster that is home to four Vancouver arts organizations.
As part of the strategy, the Province will be targeting $1.5 million over the next three years
towards shared creative spaces. More and more, these shared spaces are proving to be
catalysts for creative activity by providing sustainable facilities for organizations and individual
artists. Also announced was a further $300,000 investment over two years in artsVest, a
training program designed to spark new business sponsorship of arts and culture.
The development of the Creative Economy Strategy involved consultation with key stakeholders
in the creative sector, and focuses on four areas for growth: leveraging talent and creative
clusters, accessing new markets, maximizing investment and enriching communities.
Priorities within these four major areas include investing in Aboriginal artists, increasing the
creative sector͛s international presence, promoting public and private partnerships and
philanthropy, and continuing to invest in hosting major festivals and events. Further details will
be announced in the months ahead.
To learn more about B.C.͛s Creative Economy, visit: http://www.gov.bc.ca/creativeeconomy
Quotes:
Peter Fassbender, Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Developmentʹ
͞We are so fortunate to have a wealth of creative talent here in B.C. with more artists per capita
than any other province in Canada ʹin one of the most rapidly growing sectors in the world.
Building B.C.͛s creative economy will attract new investment, foster innovation and create jobs
for British Columbians.͟
Sam Sullivan, MLA for Vancouver-False Creek ʹ
͞A healthy arts and culture scene vitalizes neighbourhoods and connects citizens. Creative
spaces like The Post at 750 provide stable and sustainable facilities for the creative community,
generating outstanding artistic work and interactions that enrich the lives of British
Columbians.͟

Norman Armour, artistic and executive director, PuSh International Performing Arts Festivalʹ
͞The Post at 750 has been a tremendous success for the four arts organizations who call it
home, as well as our ͚fifth tenant͛ʹthe greater creative community. It͛s gratifying to know that
the province values the role of arts and culture in B.C.͛s overall prosperity and will invest in
more creative clusters.͟
Quick Facts:








The United Nations has identified the creative economy as one of the world͛s fastestgrowing sectors for income generation, job creation and export earnings.
With 24,800 artists, British Columbia has more artists per capita than any other province.
The number of artists in British Columbia grew by 74% between 1989 and 2013.
B.C.͛s culture GDP was $5.7 billion in 2010, representing 3% of B.C.͛s economy.
B.C. had 87,996 culture jobs in 2010, 3.8% of total jobs in B.C.
The B.C. Government will spend more than $60 million on artists, arts and culture
organizations in 2015-16, including about $17.5 million in community gaming grants.
The B.C. Government ran a successful four-year artsVest project between 2012 and 2015.
Each matching dollar in the community generated $3.75 in additional business
sponsorship.

Learn More:
Read more about the Creative Economy at: http://www.gov.bc.ca/creativeeconomy
A new BC Collaborative Spaces Program will be launched in June 2016 with an open application
process. More information will be available in the coming months.
The Post at 750, home to four arts organizations including the PuSh International Performing
Arts Festival, is a prime example of a successful creative cluster. The Province contributed
$150,000 towards the project. To learn more about The Post at 750, visit:
http://thepostat750.ca/
The PuSh International Performing Arts Festival is one of Vancouver͛s signature events,
presenting groundbreaking work in the live performing arts. It runs from Jan. 19 to Feb. 7,
2016. Learn more at: http://pushfestival.ca
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