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2024 Provincial Public Library Grant Report
(PLGR)
Privacy Notice
Your responses are collected by the Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs under sections 26 (c)
and (e) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act for the purposes of grant
reporting and accountability.

To protect your own privacy and the privacy of others, please do not include any personal
information such as non-business contact details.

If you have any questions regarding the collection of personal/business information, please contact
PUBLIB@gov.bc.ca.

Overview

Library Name

Greenwood and District Public Library

Library and Community Profile
Provide a brief description of your library and the community it serves (e.g., demographics, local economy,
governmental relations, historical context, current issues, etc.).

The Greenwood & District Public Library serves the City of Greenwood and a portion of Area E of the
Regional District of Kootenay/Boundary (RDKB), with a total population in our catchment area of about 920
people. The library is a community hub for Internet & Wifi access; printing, copying, scanning, and fax
services; books, magazines, newspapers, audiobooks, & DVDs; and children’s and adult programs. In
addition, the variety of online databases, e-books, e-audiobooks, on-line magazines available via our website
makes us a virtual hub as well. It is a warm, welcoming place to stop in on a cold day (or vice versa, a cool
place in summer) and browse the shelves, read for a bit, use the wifi, or even just visit the washroom. Being
on the main highway, we often get tourists coming in to use our services.


Our community consists mainly of retirees, working adults, and a few families with children. Quite a few are on
income assistance or disability pensions, as rental units are less expensive here than in many other
communities. Though there is no major industry in Greenwood, some work in industries (mainly logging) in
neighboring communities. Others are involved with tourism, retail business, ranching, mining, logging, service
industries & municipal government. 


The main challenge faced by the community is lack of a large tax base. The City of Greenwood is very limited
in the support it can provide to our library; as such, the library is hard-pressed to expand programs and
services with many other costs rising each year. That said, the board, staff, and volunteers work hard to raise
funds and provide library services to the community with what resources they do have.

mailto:PUBLIB@gov.bc.ca


2024 Year in Review
Highlight activities and accomplishments that the library has focused on this year. Briefly outline how library
funding (local, provincial, annual, one-time/targeted) has been used or earmarked for library services and/or
special initiatives to meet community needs. Use the Featured Initiatives section starting on the next page to
go into more detail on specific projects.

20234 Year in Review – Highlight activities and accomplishments that the library has focused on this year.
Briefly outline how library funding (local, provincial, annual, one-time/targeted) has been used or earmarked
for library services and/or special initiatives to meet community needs.

Major Themes
Use the checkboxes below to indicate which areas your library primarily focused on this year. These themes
should be reflected in the Featured Initiatives section starting on the next page, and/or in the Year in Review
section above. We recommend choosing only the top 3-5 most relevant themes.

Collections
Community outreach
Emergency preparedness
Acessibility and inclusion
Other:
Wages

Featured Initiatives
Use this section to provide detail on up to four significant initiatives the library has undertaken in the
past year, focusing particularly on use of the Enhancement Grants. Use one page per initiative. To
add more pages, select Yes for "I have more initiatives to report" at the bottom of this page.

Initiative Title #1
Enter a brief, descriptive title for your initiative.

Cooling / Warming Center

Summary
Provide a brief description of the activities undertaken this year. Please include details such as any
partnerships or resources leveraged to accomplish this initiative.

This past year we have installed a heat pump. This served the community during the hot days of summer as
well as a warming area in the winter. It was well appreciated that we were open to help especially the elderly.
We used the enhancement funds for staff as well as the heat pump.

Timeline and Progress Report
What is the expected timeline for this initiative? What is the current status (e.g. planning, implementation,
complete, ongoing). If you have reported on this initiative in a previous year's PLGR, what has changed since
then? What progress has been made, or what obstacles have you encountered?

This initiative started in 2023 and because of supply and labor shortages, it was not complete until the end of
Feb. 2024. We find that living rurally these things take more time than when you reside in a urban community



Budgetary Information
Please outline whether/how provincial funding (annual or one-time/targeted e.g., Enhancement Grants)
contributes to the estimated cost of this initiative.

The Enhancement grant served to fund this entire initiative

Rationale
Why was this initiative prioritized? (e.g. fulfilling commitments under strategic plan, responding to emergent
community need, availability of funding, etc.)

This served to not only fulfill part of the Strategic Plan but also community needs. With our resident population
being 55+ years of age (74%) and reliant on minimal funds having air conditioning in their own homes is
unattainable.

What impacts does/will this initiative have on the library and/or the community?
Please include any applicable metrics or quantitative data to demonstrate impact.

It has made a much more comfortable environment for staff and patrons. It is extremely important to the
community to have a welcoming place to come during all seasons

I have more initiatives to report:

No

Challenges
The following topics have been identified as recurrent themes in prior years' PLGRs, along with
challenges that have surfaced throughout the current year. Select the level of concern each
challenge presents for your library.

Financial pressure (e.g., rising costs, reduced revenues, forecasting uncertainty, local budget)

Not a Concern

Governance (e.g., changes on the library board, relationship/conversations with local
government)

Not a Concern

Emergency response (e.g., fires, floods, extreme weather)

Low Concern

Describe how the challenge has affected your library in the past year, and what actions your
library has taken to address it. If no action was taken, explain what the barriers are. If the issue
is of low concern, you may leave this field blank.
Although we had a mild summer and winter season, these potential emergencies are in the forefront as to
how to handle the situation should it occur



Staffing (e.g., recruitment and retention, mental health, and wellness)

Not a Concern

Connectivity (e.g., low bandwidth, lack of home internet in the community)

Moderate Concern

Describe how the challenge has affected your library in the past year, and what actions your
library has taken to address it. If no action was taken, explain what the barriers are. If the issue
is of low concern, you may leave this field blank.
Community connectivity is a barrier for some community members due to rising costs and fixed incomes. We
do have computers for us, however without a bussing system, some people find it difficult to access resources

Infrastructure/facilities (e.g., aging/damaged, renovations, new builds/upgrades/expansions)

Not a Concern

Community access to the library (e.g., geographic isolation, lack of local public transit, building
accessibility)

Moderate Concern

Describe how the challenge has affected your library in the past year, and what actions your
library has taken to address it. If no action was taken, explain what the barriers are. If the issue
is of low concern, you may leave this field blank.
Being very rural, we do not have a bussing system or even a taxi company to rely on. Older community
members must depend on friends and relatives for access to resources.

Disappearing services in the community (e.g., government, banking, health)

Not a Concern

Public health (e.g., COVID-19, vaccinations, access to Telehealth)

Low Concern

Describe how the challenge has affected your library in the past year, and what actions your
library has taken to address it. If no action was taken, explain what the barriers are. If the issue
is of low concern, you may leave this field blank.
We are fortunate to have Interior Health come to the community and provide vaccinations (flu and Covid) as
we are small and can be done in one day. This alleviates the elderly's need to travel to get the necessary
care.

Regulatory impacts (e.g., accessibility, privacy, employment standards)

Not a Concern



Vulnerable communities (e.g., people experiencing homelessness, addiction, mental health
crisis)

Not a Concern

Describe how the challenge has affected your library in the past year, and what actions your
library has taken to address it. If no action was taken, explain what the barriers are. If the issue
is of low concern, you may leave this field blank.
In such a small community we have relatively low numbers

Sociopolitical tensions (e.g. intellectual freedom, protests, global events, racism, homophobia)

Not a Concern

Other (please specify)

N/A

Board Approval
Download the board approval signature form from the Public Libraries Branch website here:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/arts-culture/public-libraries/tool-resources-library-
administrators/reporting-accountability

Upload the signed form by clicking the button below.

Upload Board Approval Signature Form

2024_public_library_grant_report_approval_form (1).pdf

Your 2024 Public Library Grant Report is almost complete.
Once you click Submit, you will no longer be able to edit your report.

You may use the download options at the bottom of this page to save a copy of your report before
submitting.

If you need to edit your report after submitting, please contact the Public Libraries Branch at
PUBLIB@gov.bc.ca.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/residents/sports-and-recreation/arts-culture/public-libraries/public-library-sofi-files/2024_public_library_grant_report_approval_form.docx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/sports-culture/arts-culture/public-libraries/tool-resources-library-administrators/reporting-accountability
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