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Meeting Structure 

• Presentation – 30 minutes

• Q&A – 30 minutes

• Questions taken through the chat
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Outline
• OFC Mandate

• Fire Safety Act Overview 

• Administrative Penalty Framework

• Fire Safety Act and Building Owners 

• Fire Inspector and Investigator Training 

• Future Focus 
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OFC Mandate 
• Minimize the loss of life, injury, and damage to property from fire by 

administering and enforcing the Fire Safety Act

• Lead provincial fire prevention and fire reporting programs, promote fire 
safety awareness

• Establish minimum training standards for fire inspectors, fire investigators 
and fire services personnel

• Provide information, advice, and recommendations to fire departments and 
local authorities with respect to fire suppression, including on the 
establishment and operation of fire departments
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Fire Safety Act

• Aug 1, 2024 —FSA brought into force

• The Fire Safety Act replaced the previous Fire Services Act and reflects 
significant advancements in fire protection and a deeper 
understanding of fire behaviour since the last substantial update of 
the Fire Services Act in 1979

• To strengthen fire safety through a system of inspections and more 
responsive enforcement 
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Fire Safety Act Overview

• Provide local governments the authority to conduct fire inspections and 
fire investigation through designated fire inspectors and fire 
investigators

• Apply risk-based compliance monitoring

• Create an administrative penalty framework 
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Designated Fire Inspectors and Investigators
• Fire inspector and fire investigator designation can be done by resolution 

or a change to a bylaw

• Designates must meet the Fire Inspector Training Standard and Fire 

Investigator Training Standard

• No cost, online training is now available. Designated individuals must meet 

the training standard by September 30, 2026

• A “Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition” (PLAR) form can be used to 

verify that designated fire inspectors/investigators meet the standards
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Risk Analysis for Monitoring Entities in B.C. 

• A risk analysis framework is intended to support decisions about the 
frequency of physical fire safety inspections and the use of fire safety 
assessments for monitoring fire safety compliance

• Risk-based compliance monitoring means that proactive inspections will 
be conducted, and higher risk public buildings will be inspected more 
frequently than low-risk buildings

• The monitoring entity has the responsibility and flexibility to determine 
the risk designation for any building in their community based on 
occupancy and specific building characteristics 8



When to Seek an Administrative Penalty
• Failure to comply with a fire inspector order under section 11 of the 

Fire Safety Act

• Failure to comply with a preventive evacuation order under section 
14 of the Fire Safety Act

• Contravene the Fire Safety Act by failing to produce a record or 
information that was requested by a fire inspector under section 
10(6) or by a fire investigator under section 26(5)
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Determining an Administrative Penalty 
Amount
The amount of a penalty will be:

• Meaningful – not simply the cost of doing business

• Higher than the cost of coming into compliance, to effectively 
encourage voluntary compliance

Administrative Penalty amounts can be up to:

• $25,000 in the case of an individual

• $50,000 in the case of a corporation
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Roles and Responsibilities

Local Authority

• Work with building owners to address fire risk deficiencies and 
adherence to local fire safety bylaws and the BC Fire Code 

• Initiating a request for administrative penalty with the assistance of 
the OFC Fire Service Advisor and submitting the request to the OFC

Fire Service Advisor

• Assisting a local authority or their designated fire inspector or fire 
investigator with consulting a building owner or drafting a request for 
administrative penalty 12



Roles and Responsibilities (continued)

Fire Commissioner

• Provides overall oversight of the administrative penalty process

• Approves policies and procedures for imposing administrative 
penalties

Deputy Fire Commissioner

• Reviews requests to impose administrative penalties

• Decides whether a penalty will be imposed and determines the 
penalty amount
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Section 11 Fire Inspector Order

Factors for consideration:

• Previous enforcement actions under the Fire Safety Act

• The gravity and magnitude of the contravention / failure to comply

• Whether the failure to comply was repeated or continuous

• Whether the failure to comply was deliberate

• Any economic benefit the person may have gained from the failure to 
comply

• The person’s efforts to address deficiencies that lead to the failure to 
comply
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Penalty for Failure to Provide Information 

Factors for consideration:

• Previous enforcement actions against the person under the Fire 
Safety Act

• The gravity and magnitude of the contravention 

• Whether the contravention was repeated or continuous

• Whether the contravention was deliberate

• Any economic benefit the person may have gained from the 
contravention

• The person’s efforts to meet the request for information or records 15



Review Process
• This document describes OFC processes for managing and conducting a 

requested reviews of decisions. 

• What decisions may be requested to be reviewed:

• a decision by a fire inspector to issue a fire inspection order

• a decision by a local authority or the fire commissioner to issue a 
preventive evacuation order 

• a decision by the fire commissioner or delegate to impose an 
administrative penalty 
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Fire Safety Act – Building Owners

• The Fire Safety Act continues the building owners’ long-standing 
responsibility to adhere to the BC Fire Code 

• To confirm they meet the requirements of the Fire Safety Act and the 
BC Fire Code, building owners and operators may be required to 
conduct a fire safety assessment and put the appropriate fire safety 
measures in place

• The frequency and requirements for a building owner fire safety 
assessment are set by the monitoring entity (municipalities)
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Fire Inspector and Investigator Training
• Launched December 2025

• Courses: 
➢Basic Fire Inspector Fundamentals

➢Basic Fire Investigator Fundamentals

• No cost, and each course takes about 8 hours

• Course should be taken at the same time

• Certificate issued upon successful completion of each course
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Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition  

• You may already meet the training standards

• PLAR is available as an option 

• Courses can still be taken, even with a PLAR
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Future focus   

• Information on the availability and use of the OFC 
Building Owner’s Fire Safety Assessment is being 
developed

• September 30, 2026 – complete the training to meet 
the fire inspector and fire investigator standards
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Fire Safety Act Resources  
• Information and tools related to the Fire Safety Act here: Fire Safety 

Act reference documents - Province of British Columbia 

• Information on the fire inspector and investigator training here: 
Standards and training - Province of British Columbia
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/fire-safety/legislation-regulations-codes/fire-safety-act-reference-documents
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/fire-safety/training
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/fire-safety/training
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Session Questions

• Post-session questions can be directed to our office: 

• Email - OFC@gov.bc.ca
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