MEDIA STATEMENT
CRIMINAL JUSTICE BRANCH

August 13, 2014

14-18

Special Prosecutor Approves Charges in Bountiful Investigation
Victoria – The Criminal Justice Branch, Ministry of Justice, announced today that independent
Special Prosecutor Peter Wilson, Q.C., has approved criminal charges against a number of
individuals associated with the community known as Bountiful, near Creston, British Columbia.
The charges allege polygamy and the unlawful removal of children under the age of 16 years
from Canada with the intention that an act be committed outside Canada that would be an
offence against section 151 (sexual interference) or 152 (invitation to sexual touching) of the
Criminal Code.
Winston Kaye Blackmore and James Marion Oler each face charges of polygamy, contrary to
section 293 of the Criminal Code. James Marion Oler also faces a charge under section 273.3
of the Criminal Code for the alleged unlawful removal of a child from Canada.
In addition, Brandon James Blackmore and Emily Ruth Crossfield each face a charge under
section 273.3 for the alleged unlawful removal of a child from Canada.
The charges were sworn this morning in Cranbrook, under British Columbia Provincial Court file
numbers 31247-1 and 31248-1. Copies of the Informations (or charging documents) that set
out the alleged offences are attached to this Statement. First appearance on the files is
anticipated to be on October 9, 2014 in Provincial Court in Creston.
Mr. Wilson, who is a senior lawyer in private practice in Vancouver, was appointed as an
independent Special Prosecutor on January 17, 2012. His initial mandate included:
•
•

•

Offering legal advice to the police in their continuing investigation of individuals
associated to the community of Bountiful;
Independently reviewing any investigative report prepared by the police, as well as any
materials assembled by the Criminal Justice Branch and any other information that the
investigating officers might provide to him for his consideration;
Making the charging decision he deemed appropriate;
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•

As part of any charge assessment, considering, if the evidence supported it, the possible
prosecution of sexual exploitation and other alleged offences against minors by
individuals associated with the community of Bountiful, from the early 1980s to the
present;
If in his view a prosecution was warranted, conducting the prosecution and any
subsequent appeals.

On January 31, 2012, Mr. Wilson’s mandate as a Special Prosecutor was expanded to include
consideration of potential offences under the polygamy provisions of the Criminal Code.
Mr. Wilson received two Reports to Crown Counsel from the R.C.M.P., the first in July 2013 and
the second in January 2014. Some of the material provided to Mr. Wilson consisted of evidence
that had been considered in earlier charge assessments by the Criminal Justice Branch and
previous Special Prosecutors. Other portions of the material were new and derived from
investigations in the United States that involved members of the Fundamentalist Latter Day
Saints (FLDS) communities in Arizona, Texas and Utah.
Investigations into polygamy and related matters have been the subject of considerable scrutiny
over the past two decades in British Columbia. A number of legal assessments and
proceedings have taken place, ultimately leading to a Reference which was initiated in British
Columbia Supreme Court by the provincial Attorney General in 2009. The Reference under the
Constitutional Questions Act sought to answer whether section 293 of the Criminal Code (the
polygamy provision) is consistent with the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. After
what was characterized by the Court as “the most comprehensive judicial record on the subject
ever produced”, Chief Justice Bauman (who was then the Chief Justice of the British Columbia
Supreme Court), upheld section 293 as constitutional on November 23, 2011.
Subsequent to the Reference ruling, the then Assistant Deputy Attorney General of the Criminal
Justice Branch, Robert Gillen, Q.C., appointed Mr. Wilson as a Special Prosecutor with the
mandate noted above.
In approving polygamy charges, Mr. Wilson considered evidence previously collected by police,
new evidence, as well as the Reference decision. The polygamy charges that have been
approved against Winston Kaye Blackmore and James Marion Oler are similar to the charges
that these two individuals faced in 2009 before the Reference commenced.
The charges under section 273.3 of the Criminal Code alleging the unlawful removal of a child
from Canada are based primarily on new information that came to light as a result of
investigations that unfolded in the United States. The R.C.M.P. obtained a large volume of
documentary information seized by investigative authorities in the United States.
On the available evidence, Mr. Wilson declined to approve other criminal charges; namely,
alleged offences of sexual exploitation contrary to section 153 of the Criminal Code. He did so
after determining that the standard for approving charges, set out in Branch policy, was not met
in relation to these offences
Given that two prosecutions are now before the Court arising from the overall investigation, it
would not be appropriate at this time to provide a detailed explanation on this latter aspect of
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Justice Branch will consult with Mr. Wilson on whether the release of additional detail in the form
of a Clear Statement relating to his decision on these latter allegations is necessary and
appropriate.
Pursuant to his decision to approve charges, and in accordance with his mandate, Mr. Wilson
will continue with conduct of the new prosecutions.
This Media Statement has been reviewed by the Special Prosecutor and he has approved its
release. As the matter is now before the Courts additional details cannot be released, in order
to protect the fairness and integrity of the court process. Neither the Special Prosecutor, nor the
Criminal Justice Branch, will make any further statements at this time.
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