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High-Risk Offenders

A priority of the BC Prosecution Service (BCPS) is to protect the community from high-risk
sexual and violent offenders by making dangerous offender and long-term offender
applications, as well as applications for preventative recognizances, in appropriate cases.
The protection of the public is the paramount concern.

High-risk offenders identification program

British Columbia’s high-risk offenders identification program (HROIP) provides Crown Counsel
with information regarding high-risk offenders to assist in decisions relating to:

« judicial interim release (bail)
« sentencing, including possible dangerous offender and long-term offender applications

« applications for preventative recognizances

HROIP participates in a national program which facilitates information sharing between
prosecution services across Canada to prevent high-risk sexual and violent offenders from falling
between jurisdictional gaps. Corrections authorities and police also share information to assist
with the identification and tracking of high-risk offenders throughout the justice system.

Dangerous Offender and Long-Term Offender Designations

When an offender is convicted of a serious personal injury offence or a sexual offence and poses
a continuing danger to the public, Crown Counsel may be able to apply at sentencing to have the
offender designated a dangerous offender (DO) or a long-term offender (LTO). The aim of the
DO and LTO regime is the protection of the public and the prevention of future violence.

HROIP assists Crown Counsel by gathering background records from across Canada

(e.g., police reports, court transcripts, correctional records, psychological assessments). This
material is provided to the court-appointed psychiatrist or psychologist preparing the
assessment report for the DO or LTO hearing. For more information about DO and LTO
designations, see the BCPS Dangerous Offenders and Long-Term Offenders (DAN 1) policy.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/law-crime-and-justice/criminal-justice/prosecution-service/crown-counsel-policy-manual/dan-1.pdf
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Repeat violent offending intervention initiative

The BCPS plays an important role in the repeat violent offending intervention initiative (ReVOII),
which is aimed at stopping the cycle of repeat violent offending.

Police and BC Corrections work together to identify offenders into the program and then provide
enhanced case management, monitoring, and surveillance of these individuals. Through
community hubs set up across the province, dedicated ReVOII Crown Counsel teams collaborate
with police and BC Corrections to receive detailed and timely information to support decision
making about charge assessments, bail, and sentencing.

BCPS ReVOII teams also work with agencies, local communities, and existing programs

(e.g., treatment, care teams, specialized courts) to address the individual’s complex needs and
risks to community safety. This includes connecting individuals who identify as Indigenous
with culturally appropriate resources.

Preventative recognizances

Upon application by the Crown, a court may impose conditions that restrict the movements
and behaviour of persons while residing in the community to reduce the risk of them
committing an offence. These orders are known as preventative recognizances. For more
information about preventative recognizances, see the BCPS Recognizances and Peace Bonds
(REC1) policy.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/law-crime-and-justice/criminal-justice/prosecution-service/crown-counsel-policy-manual/rec-1.pdf

