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Rule 6-3 — Personal Service 

[See Rule 6-5 for rules on how service is effected outside British Columbia.] 

When documents must be served by personal service 

(1)Unless the court otherwise orders, the following documents must be served by 

personal service in accordance with subrule (2): 

(a)a notice of family claim; 

(b)a petition; 

(c)a counterclaim if that counterclaim is being served on a person who 

has not yet filed a pleading in the family law case; 

(d)a notice of withdrawal under Rule 2-2 (3) or 4-5 (3); 

(e)a notice of application to 

(i)change, suspend or terminate an existing final order, 

(ii)set aside or replace the whole or any part of an agreement 

filed under Rule 2-1 (2), 

(iii)change or set aside the determination of a parenting 

coordinator filed under Rule 2-1.1 (1), or 

(iv)change, suspend or terminate an arbitration award filed 

under Rule 2-1.2 (1), 

and the accompanying documents referred to in Rule 10-6 (6) 

materials referred to in Rule 10-6 (2); 

(f)a summons to appear at a default hearing or show cause hearing 

under Rule 15-5 (1); 

(g)a summons to appear at a committal hearing under Rule 15-5 (2); 

(h)a notice of application under Rule 21-7 for an order for contempt; 

(h.1)a notice of application under section 231 (2) of the Family Law Act 

for an order that a person be imprisoned; 

(i)a subpoena to a witness who is not a party; 

(j)a subpoena to a debtor; 

(k)Repealed. [B.C. Reg. 133/2012, s. 8 (b).] 

(l)any document not mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (k) of this subrule 

that is to be served on a person who is not a party to the family law 
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case or who has not provided an address for service in the family law 

case under Rule 10-6 (10). 

[am. B.C. Regs. 133/2012, s. 8; 121/2014, s. 4; 152/2025, Sch. 4, s. 3.] 

How to serve documents by personal service 

(2)Unless the court otherwise orders, personal service of a document is to be effected, 

(a)if the document is to be served on an individual, by having a person 

who is not a party and who is at least 19 years of age leave the 

document with the individual to be served, 

(b)if the document is to be served on the FMEA Director, by 

(i)mailing it to the post office box number provided by the 

FMEA Director, or 

(ii)faxing it to the fax number provided by the FMEA Director, 

(c)if the document is to be served on a corporation, 

(i)by leaving a copy of the document with the president, chair, 

mayor or other chief officer of the corporation, 

(ii)by leaving a copy of the document with the city clerk or 

municipal clerk, 

(iii)by leaving a copy of the document with the manager, 

cashier, superintendent, treasurer, secretary, clerk or agent of 

the corporation or of any branch or agency of the corporation in 

British Columbia, or 

(iv)in the manner provided by the Business Corporations Act or 

any enactment relating to the service of court documents, 

and, for the purpose of this paragraph, if the chief place of business of the 

corporation is outside British Columbia, every person who, within British 

Columbia, transacts or carries on any of the business of, or any business for, that 

corporation is deemed to be an agent of the corporation, 

(d)if the document is to be served on an unincorporated association, 

other than a trade union, by leaving a copy of the document with any 

officer of the association, 

(e)if the document is to be served on a trade union, by leaving a copy of 

the document with any officer of the trade union or with a business 

agent, 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/02057_00
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(f)if the document is to be served on an infant, in the manner provided 

by the Infants Act, 

(g)if the document is to be served on a mentally incompetent person, 

by leaving a copy of the document 

(i)with the person's committee or, if there is no committee, 

with the person with whom the mentally incompetent person 

resides or in whose care the mentally incompetent person is or 

with the person appointed by the court to be served in the 

mentally incompetent person's place, and 

(ii)with the Public Guardian and Trustee, 

and in no case is it necessary to show the original document, 

(h)if the document is to be served on a principal referred to in subrule 

(3), in accordance with subrules (3) to (5), or 

(i)if the document is to be served on the Attorney General, in 

accordance with subrule (6). 

[am. B.C. Regs. 28/2024, Sch. B, s. 4; 165/2024, Sch. 2, s. 2.] 

Service on Attorney General 

(3)A document to be served on the Attorney General must be served at the Ministry of 

Attorney General in the City of Victoria, and is sufficiently served if it is left during 

office hours with any lawyer on the staff of the Attorney General at Victoria or mailed 

by registered mail to the Deputy Attorney General at Victoria. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 27/2013, Sch. 2, s. 15; 99/2018, Sch. 2, s. 18.] 

When personal service is deemed to be completed 

(4)A document served by personal service is deemed to be served as follows: 

(a)if the document is served before 4 p.m. on a day that is not a 

Saturday or holiday, the document is deemed to be served on the day of 

service; 

(b)if the document is served on a Saturday or holiday or after 4 p.m. on 

any other day, the document is deemed to be served on the next day 

that is not a Saturday or holiday. 

[Sunday is a holiday for the purposes of this subrule.] 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96223_01
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Date of deemed service 

(5)If a notice of family claim, counterclaim or petition has not been served on a person, 

but the person files a response to family claim, response to counterclaim or response 

to petition or attends at the trial or hearing, the notice of family claim, counterclaim or 

petition is deemed to have been served on that person on the date the person files or 

attends. 
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Rule 10-6 — Usual Application Procedure 

Definition 

(1)In this rule, "application respondent" means a person who files serves an 

application response under subrule (8). 

[en. B.C. Reg. 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 8.] 

Notice of application 

(2)A party wishing to apply under this rule must file 

(a)a notice of application, and 

(b)subject to Rule 15-2.1, the original of every affidavit, and of every 

other document, that 

(i)is to be referred to by the applicant at the hearing, and 

(ii)has not already been filed in the family law case. 

[If an order is sought to appoint a person as the guardian of one or more children, the 

affidavit referred to in Rule 15-2.1 must be provided to the court with the other 

application materials.] 

[am. B.C. Reg. 41/2013, s. 3.] 

Notice of application 

(2)A party wishing to apply under this rule must serve the following on each of the 

parties and on every other person, other than a person named as a party, who may be 

affected by the orders sought:  

(a)a copy of an unfiled notice of application; 

(b)subject to Rule 15-2.1, a copy of any affidavit or other evidence that  

(i)is to be referred to by the applicant at the hearing, and 

(ii)has not already been served on that person; 

(c)in addition to the materials referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) of 

this subrule, in the case of an application that is brought under Rule 11-

3, any notice that the applicant is required to give under Rule 11-3 (9); 

(d)in additional to the materials referred to in paragraphs (a) to (c) of 

this subrule, in the case of an application that is in relation to an 

agreement filed in, or to start, a family law case, a copy of the filed 

agreement;  
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(e) in additional to the materials referred to in paragraphs (a) to (c) of 

this subrule, in the case of an application that is in relation to a 

determination of a parenting coordinate filed under Rule 2-1.1 (1),  

(i)a copy of the filed determination, and  

(ii)if the parenting coordinator was engaged under an 

agreement filed under Rule 2-1 (2), a copy of the filed 

agreement; 

(f)in addition to the materials referred to in paragraphs (a) to (c) of this 

subrule, in the case of an application that is in relation to an arbitration 

award filed in, or to start, a family law case, a copy of the filed 

arbitration award.  

[If an order is sought to appoint a person as the guardian of one or more children, the 

affidavit referred to in Rule 15-2.1 must be served with the other application 

materials.] 

Personal service required in some cases 

(2.1)In the case of the following applications, the materials referred to in subrule (2) of 

this rule must be served by personal service in accordance with Rule 6-3 (2);  

(a)an application to change, suspend or terminate a final order;  

(b)an application to set aside or replace the whole or any part of an 

agreement filed under Rule 2-1 (2); 

(c)an application to change or set aside a determination of a parenting 

coordinator filed under Rule 2-1.1 (1);  

(d)an application to change, suspend or terminate an arbitration award 

filed under Rule 2-1.2 (1); 

(e)an application under Rule 21-7 for an order for contempt;  

(f) an application under section 231 (2) of the Family Law Act for an 

order that a person be imprisoned.  

Contents of notice of application 

(3)A notice of application must be in Form F31 and must 

(a)set out the orders sought or attach a draft of the order sought, 

(b)briefly summarize the factual basis for the application, 
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(c)set out the rule, enactment or other jurisdictional authority relied on 

for the orders sought and any other legal arguments on which the 

orders sought should be granted, 

(d)list the affidavits and other documents other evidence on which the 

applicant intends to rely at the hearing of the application, 

(e)set out the applicant's estimate of the time the application will take 

for hearing, 

(f)subject to subrules (4) and (5), set out the date and time of the 

hearing of the application, 

(f)subject to subrules (13.2) and (13.3), if the applicant wishes to 

propose a date and time for the hearing of the application, set out the 

proposed date and time, 

(g)set out the place for the hearing of the application in accordance 

with Rule 10-2, and 

(h)provide the data collection information required in the appendix to 

the form, 

and the notice of application, other than any draft order attached to it under 

paragraph (a), must not exceed 10 pages in length. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (b).] 

Date and time of hearing 

(4)Subject to subrule (5), the hearing of an application must be set for 9:45 a.m. on a 

date on which the court hears applications or at such other time or date as has been 

fixed by the court or a registrar. 

Date and time if hearing time more than 2 hours 

(5)If the applicant's estimate referred to in subrule (3) (e) is more than 2 hours, the 

date and time of hearing must be fixed by a registrar. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 8 (a).] 

Service of application materials 

(6)The applicant must serve the following, in accordance with subrule (7), on each of 

the parties and on every other person, other than a person named as a party, who may 

be affected by the orders sought: 

(a)a copy of the filed notice of application; 
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(b)a copy of the filed version of each of the affidavits and documents, 

referred to in the notice of application under subrule (3) (d), that has 

not already been served on that person; 

(c)in addition to the documents referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b), if 

the application is brought under Rule 11-3, any notice that the 

applicant is required to give under Rule 11-3 (9); 

(d)in addition to the documents referred to in paragraphs (a) to (c), if 

the application is in relation to an agreement filed in, or to start, a 

family law case, a copy of the filed agreement; 

(e)in addition to the documents referred to in paragraphs (a) to (d), if 

the application is in relation to a determination of a parenting 

coordinator filed under Rule 2-1.1 (1), 

(i)a copy of the filed determination, and 

(ii)if the parenting coordinator was engaged under an 

agreement filed under Rule 2-1 (2), a copy of the filed 

agreement; 

(f)in addition to the documents referred to in paragraphs (a), (b) and 

(d), if the application is in relation to an arbitration award filed in, or to 

start, a family law case, a copy of the filed arbitration award. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 8 (b); 133/2012, s. 16 (a) and (b); 

121/2014, s. 6 (a) and (b).] 

Service requirements 

(7)The documents referred to in subrule (6) of this rule must be served as follows: 

(a)subject to paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subrule, the documents 

must be served at least 8 business days before the date set for the 

hearing of the application; 

(b)in the case of an application under Rule 11-3, the documents must 

be served at least 12 business days before the date set for the hearing 

of the application; 

(c)in the case of an application to change, suspend or terminate a final 

order or to set aside or replace the whole or any part of an agreement 

filed under Rule 2-1 (2), 

(i)the documents must be served by personal service in 

accordance with Rule 6-3 (2), and 
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(ii)service under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph must occur 

at least 21 business days before the date set for the hearing of 

the application; 

(d)in the case of an application to change or set aside a determination 

of a parenting coordinator filed under Rule 2-1.1 (1) or to change, 

suspend or terminate an arbitration award filed under Rule 2-1.2 (1), 

the documents must be served by personal service in accordance with 

Rule 6-3 (2) and paragraph (a) of this subrule. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (c) to (e); 133/2012, s. 16 (c) and 

(d); 121/2014, s. 6 (c).] 

Application response 

(8)A person who is served with documents referred to in subrule (6) of this rule and 

who wishes to respond to the notice of application (in this subrule called the 

"responding person") must do the following within the applicable period referred to in 

subrule (8.1): 

(a)file an application response that complies with subrule (9) and, if 

applicable, subrule (10); 

(b)file the original of every affidavit, and of every other document, that 

(i)is to be referred to by the responding person at the hearing, 

and 

(ii)has not already been filed in the family law case; 

(c)serve on the applicant 2 copies of the following, and on every other 

party one copy of the following: 

(i)a copy of the filed application response; 

(ii)a copy of each of the filed affidavits and documents, referred 

to in the application response under subrule (9) (b) (ii), that 

has not already been served on that person; 

(iii)if the application is brought under Rule 11-3, any notice 

that the application respondent is required to give under Rule 

11-3 (9). 

[en. B.C. Reg. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (f).] 

Repealed 

(4)Repealed. 
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Repealed 

(5)Repealed. 

Repealed 

(6)Repealed. 

Repealed 

(7)Repealed. 

Application response 

(8)A person who is served the materials referred to in subrule (2) and who wishes to 

respond to the notice of application must serve the following on the applicant and 

every other party, within the applicable period referred to in subrule (8.1): 

(a)a copy of the unfiled application response that complies with 

subrule (9) and, if applicable, subrule (10); 

(b)a copy of any affidavit or other evidence that 

(i)is to be referred to by the application respondent at the 

hearing, and 

(ii)has not already been served on that person; 

(c)in the case of an application that is brought under Rule 11-3, any 

notice that the application respondent is required to give under Rule 

11-3 (9).  

Time for filing and service 

(8.1)The responding person must file the documents referred to in subrule (8) (a) and 

(b) and serve the documents referred to in subrule (8) (c) within whichever of the 

following periods applies to the application: 

(a)subject to paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subrule, within 5 business 

days after service of the documents referred to in subrule (6); 

(b)in the case of an application under Rule 11-3, within 8 business days 

after service of the documents referred to in subrule (6) of this rule; 

(c)in the case of an application to change, suspend or terminate a final 

order, to set aside or replace the whole or any part of an agreement 

filed under Rule 2-1 (2) or to change, suspend or terminate an 

arbitration award filed under Rule 2-1.2 (1), within 14 business days 

after service of the documents referred to in subrule (6). 
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[en. B.C. Reg. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (f); am. B.C. Regs. 133/2012, s. 16 

(e); 121/2014, s. 6 (d).] 

Time for service 

(8.1)The application respondent must serve the materials referred to in subrule (8) 

within whichever of the following periods applies to the application: 

(a)subject to paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subrule, within 5 business 

days after service of the materials referred to in subrule (2); 

(b)in the case of an application under Rule 11-3, within 21 days after 

service of the materials referred to in subrule (2) of this rule; 

(c)in the case of the following applications, within 14 days after service 

of the materials referred to in subrule (2) of this rule:  

(i)an application to change, suspend or terminate a final order; 

(ii)an application to set aside or replace the whole or any part 

of an agreement filed under Rule 2-1 (2); 

(iii)an application to change or set aside a determination of a 

parenting coordinator filed under Rule 2-1.1 (1); 

(iv)an application to change, suspend or terminate an 

arbitration award filed under Rule 2-1.2 (1). 

Contents of application response 

(9)An application response must be in Form F32, must not exceed 10 pages in length 

and must 

(a)indicate, for each order sought on the application, whether the 

application respondent consents to, opposes or takes no position on the 

order, and 

(b)if the application respondent wishes to oppose any of the relief 

sought in the application, 

(i)briefly summarize the factual and legal bases on which the 

orders sought should not be granted, 

(ii)list the affidavits and other documents other evidence to 

which the application respondent intends to refer at the 

hearing of the application, and 

(iii)set out the application respondent's estimate of the time the 

application will take for hearing, and 
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(iv)indicate whether the application respondent agrees with 

the applicant’s proposed date and time for the hearing of the 

application, if any. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (g).] 

Address for service 

(10)An application respondent who has not yet provided an address for service in the 

family law case must include an address for service in any application response filed 

served under subrule (8), and Rule 6-1 applies. 

Repealed 

(11)Repealed. [B.C. Reg. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (h).] 

Applicant may respond 

(12)An applicant who wishes to respond to any document served under subrule (8) of 

this rule must file and serve on each application respondent any responding affidavits 

no later than 4 p.m. on the business day that is one full business day before the date set 

for the hearing. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 8 (d); 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (i) and 

(j).] 

Applicant may reply 

(12)An applicant who wishes to reply to any materials served under subrule (8) must 

serve on each application respondent any reply affidavits, as follows:  

(a)subject to paragraph (b) of this subrule, within 3 business days after 

service;  

(b)in the case of the following applications, within 5 business days after 

service:  

(i)an application that is brought under Rule 11-3;  

(ii)an application to change, suspend or terminate a final order;  

(iii)an application to set aside or replace the whole or any part 

of an agreement filed under Rule 2-1 (2); 

(iv)an application to change or set aside a determination of a 

parenting coordinator filed under 2-1.1 (1);  
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(v)an application to change, suspend or terminate an 

arbitration award filed under Rule 2-1.2 (1). 

No additional affidavits 

(13)Unless all parties consent or the court otherwise orders, a party must not serve 

any affidavits additional to those served under subrules (6) subrules (2), (8) and (12). 

[am. B.C. Reg. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (i).] 

When application may be set for hearing 

(13.1)The applicant must not set an application down for hearing unless 

(a)the applicant has served the materials referred to in subrule (2) in 

accordance with that subrule, and 

(b)one of the following applies to each person required to be served 

under subrule (2) 

(i)the person has served on the applicant an application 

response in accordance with subrule (8); 

(ii)the period for the person to serve an application response 

under subrule (8) has expired. 

Date and time of hearing 

(13.2)Subject to subrule (13.3), the hearing of an application must be set for 9:45 a.m. 

on a date on which the court hears applications or at such other time or date as has 

been fixed by the court or a registrar.  

Date and time if hearing time more than 2 hours 

(13.3)If an application is estimated to take more than 2 hours, the date and time of the 

hearing must be fixed by a registrar.  

How application may be set for hearing 

(13.4)An applicant may set an application down for hearing by filing the following:  

(a)a notice of hearing of application in Form F31.1;  

(b)the notice of application served under subrule (2);  

(c)subject to Rule 15-2.1, the original of any affidavit served under 

subrule (2), if not already filed;  

(d)any other materials served under subrule (2), if not already filed.  
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[If an order is sought to appoint a person as the guardian of one or more children, the 

affidavit referred to in Rule 15-2.1 must be provided to the court with the other 

application materials.] 

 

When notice of hearing to be filed and served 

(13.5)A notice of hearing of application must be filed, and a copy of the filed notice of 

hearing of application must be served on each application respondent as follows:  

(a)subject to paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subrule, at least 4 business 

days before the date set for the hearing of the application; 

(b) subject to paragraph (c) of this subrule, in the case of the following 

applications, at least 7 days before the date set for the hearing of the 

application; 

(i)an application to change, suspend or terminate a final order;  

(ii)an application to set aside or replace the whole or any part 

of an agreement filed under Rule 2-1 (2); 

(iii)an application to change or set aside a determination of a 

parenting coordinator filed under 2-1.1 (1);  

(iv)an application to change, suspend or terminate an 

arbitration award filed under Rule 2-1.2 (1); 

(c)if the application is estimated to take more than 2 hours, within 7 

days after the registrar fixes the date and time of the hearing of the 

application and at least 14 days before the date set for the hearing of 

the application.  

Reply affidavits to be filed by applicant 

(13.6)The applicant must file the original of every reply affidavit served under subrule 

(12) no later than 4 p.m. on the business day that is 2 business days before the date set 

for the hearing.  

Documents to be filed by application respondent 

(13.7)Each application respondent must,  

(a)after the date on which the notice of hearing of application is filed 

and before the commencement of the hearing, file the following:  

(i)the application response served under subrule (2); 
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(ii)the original of any affidavit served under subrule (8), if not 

already filed;  

(iii)any other materials served under subrule (9), if not already 

filed, and  

(b)bring copies of the filed materials to the hearing of the application. 

Application record 

(14)Subject to subrule (16), the applicant must provide to the registry where the 

hearing is to take place an application record as follows: 

(a)the application record must be in a ring binder or in some other 

form of secure binding; 

(b)the application record must contain, in consecutively numbered 

pages, or separated by tabs, the following documents in the following 

order: 

(i)a cover page in Form F32.2; 

(ii)an index; 

(iii)a copy of the filed notice of application; 

(iv)a copy of each filed application response every application 

response that has been served on the applicant; 

(v)a copy of every filed affidavit and pleading, and of every 

other document other than a written argument, that is to be 

relied on at the hearing; 

(v)a copy of every filed pleading and any filed affidavit or other 

evidence that is to be relied on at the hearing; 

(v.1)a copy of any affidavit or other evidence that has been 

served on the applicant by an application respondent; 

(vi)if the application is brought under Rule 11-3, a copy of each 

filed pleading; 

(vii)a copy of each filed order that the applicant seeks to vary or 

rescind or that is otherwise relevant to the relief sought; 

(viii)the most current Form F102 statement of information for 

corollary relief proceedings, if any, filed by each party in 

accordance with Rule 15-2.2; 

(c)the application record may contain 

(i)a draft of the proposed order, 
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(ii)a written argument, 

(iii)a list of authorities and authorities, and 

(iv)a draft bill of costs; 

(d)the application record must not contain 

(i)affidavits of service, 

(ii)copies of authorities, including case law, legislation, legal 

articles or excerpts from textbooks, or 

(iii)any other documents unless they are included with the 

consent of all the parties; 

(e)the application record must be provided to the registry 

(i)no earlier than 9 a.m. on the business day that is three full 

business days 5 business days before the date set for the 

hearing and no later than 4 p.m. on the business day that is one 

full business day 2 business days before the date set for the 

hearing, or 

(ii)if an earlier date is fixed by a registrar, on or before that 

date. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 8 (e) and (f); 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 

(j); 121/2014, s. 6 (e); 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 9; 165/2024, Sch. 2, s. 4 (a).] 

Additional copy of filed notice of application 

(14.1)The applicant must, concurrently with the filing of the application record under 

subrule (14), provide to the registry a copy of the filed notice of application that 

(a)is kept separate from the ring binder or other form of secure binding 

referred to in subrule (14) (a), and 

(b)clearly indicates the orders sought by way of highlighting or other 

marking of the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of the copy of the filed 

notice of application. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 2.] 

Application to be removed from hearing list 

(14.2)Unless the court otherwise orders, if the applicant fails to provide an application 

record to the registry in accordance with subrule (14), the application must be 

removed from the hearing list. 
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[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 2.] 

Leave to permit late filing of application record 

(14.3)Despite subrule (14) (e), the applicant may apply for an order granting leave to 

provide an application record to the registry after the period or date referred to in that 

subrule, as the case may be. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 2.] 

Applicant may apply to reinstate application to hearing list 

(14.4)If an application has been removed from the hearing list under subrule (14.2), 

the applicant may apply for an order that the application be reinstated to the hearing 

list. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 2.] 

Order for costs 

(14.5)If an application respondent attends for the hearing of an application that has 

been removed from the hearing list under subrule (14.2), the application respondent 

may apply for an order for costs or other directions. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 2.] 

Form of application 

(14.6)An application for an order under subrule (14.3), (14.4) or (14.5) must be made 

by requisition in Form F32.001. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 2.] 

Service of application record index 

(15)The applicant must serve a copy of the application record index on each 

application respondent no later than 4 p.m. on the business day that is one full 

business day 2 business days before the date set for the hearing. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (k).] 

If application respondent's application is to be heard at the hearing 

(16)If an application respondent intends to set an application for hearing at the same 

time as the applicant's application, those parties must, so far as is possible, prepare 
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and provide to the registry where the hearing is to take place a joint application record 

and agree to a date for the hearing of both applications. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 8 (g).] 

Application record to be returned 

(17)Unless the court otherwise orders, the applicant must retrieve the application 

record 

(a)at the conclusion of the hearing, or 

(b)if the hearing of the application is adjourned to a date later than the 

following business day, after the hearing is adjourned. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 8 (h); 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (l).] 

Application record to be returned to the registry 

(18)If the application record has been retrieved by the applicant under subrule (17) 

(b), the applicant must return the application record to the registry between 9:00 a.m. 

and 4 p.m. on the business day that is one full business day before the new date set for 

the hearing of the application. 

(a)no earlier than 9 a.m. on the business day that is 5 business days 

before the new date set for the hearing of the application and no later 

than 4 p.m. on the business day that is 2 business days before the new 

date set for the hearing of the application, or  

(b)if an earlier date is fixed by a registrar, on or before that date. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 9; 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (m).] 

Provision of amended application record 

(19)If any additional affidavits are filed and served under subrule (12) and are not 

included in the application record, the applicant must provide to the registry an 

amended application record containing those affidavits. 

Resetting adjourned applications 

(19.1)To reset an application that has been adjourned without a date being set for it to 

be heard ("adjourned generally") or that has been removed from the hearing list under 

subrule (14.2), the applicant must 

(a)file a requisition in Form F17 setting out the following: 

(i)the date and time of the hearing of the application; 
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(i.1)the place of hearing; 

(ii)the date the notice of application was filed; 

(iii)a brief description of the orders sought; 

(iv)the applicant's estimate of the time the application will take 

for hearing; 

(v)whether the orders sought are within the jurisdiction of an 

associate judge, and 

(b)serve a copy of the filed requisition on the application respondents 

at least 2 business days before the date set for the hearing. 

(a)file a notice of hearing of application, and  

(b)serve a copy of the filed notice of hearing of application on the 

application respondents at least 2 business days before the date set for 

the hearing. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 8 (i); am. B.C. Regs. 241/2010, Sch. B, 

s. 1 (n); 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 3; 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 1; 165/2024, Sch. 2, 

s. 4 (b).] 

Application respondent may apply for directions 

(20)If, after an application has been adjourned generally, the applicant does not reset 

the application for hearing within a reasonable time after an application respondent 

has requested the applicant to do so, an application respondent may apply, by 

requisition in Form F17 on 2 business days' notice, for directions. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 8 (j); 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 1 (o).] 
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Rule 11-3 — Summary Trial 

Definition 

(1)In this rule, "summary trial application" means an application referred to in 

subrule (2). 

Application 

(2)A party may apply to the court for judgment under this rule, either on an issue or 

generally, in any of the following: 

(a)a family law case in which a response to family claim has been filed; 

(b)a family law case that has been transferred to the trial list under 

Rule 10-3 (7) (d); 

(c)a family law case by way of counterclaim in which a response to 

counterclaim has been filed; 

(d)an undefended family law case. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 12.] 

When application must be heard 

(3)A summary trial application must be heard at least 42 days before the scheduled 

trial date. 

Setting application for hearing 

(4)Unless the court otherwise orders, a summary trial application must be set for 

hearing in accordance with Part 10. 

Evidence on application 

(5)Unless the court otherwise orders, on a summary trial application, the applicant 

and each other party may, subject to Rule 15-2.1, introduce evidence by any or all of 

the following: 

(a)an affidavit; 

(b)an answer, or part of an answer, to interrogatories; 

(c)any part of the evidence taken on an examination for discovery; 

(d)an admission under Rule 9-6; 

(e)a report setting out the opinion of an expert, if 

(i)the report conforms with Rule 13-6 (1), or 
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(ii)the court orders that the report is admissible even though it 

does not conform with Rule 13-6 (1). 

[If an order is sought on a summary trial application to appoint a person as the 

guardian of one or more children, the affidavit referred to in Rule 15-2.1 must be 

provided to the court with the other application materials.] 

[am. B.C. Reg. 41/2013, s. 7.] 

Application of Rule 14-7 

(6)Rule 14-7 (46), (49), (50), (51) and (56) to (58) applies to subrule (5) of this rule. 

Application of Rules 13-6 and 13-7 

(7)Rule 13-6 (2) applies to a summary trial application. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 14.] 

Filings with application 

(8)A party who applies for judgment under subrule (2) 

(a)must serve, with the notice of application and the other documents 

referred to in Rule 10-6 (6) copy of the unfiled notice of application and 

the other materials referred to in Rule 10-6 (2), every expert report, 

not already filed, on which the party will rely in support of the 

application, and 

(b)must not serve any further affidavits, expert reports or notices 

except 

(i)to introduce evidence that would, at a trial, be admitted as 

rebuttal evidence, 

(ii)to respond to a notice of application filed and served by 

another party, or 

(iii)with leave of the court. 

Notice of evidence to be used on application 

(9)If a party intends, on a summary trial application, to rely on 

(a)evidence taken on an examination for discovery, 

(b)answers to interrogatories, or 

(c)admissions, 
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the party must give notice of that fact in accordance with subrule (10). 

Giving notice 

(10)Notice under subrule (9) must be served 

(a)by an applicant, in accordance with Rule 10-6 (6) and (7) Rule 10-6 

(2), and 

(b)by a party who is not an applicant, in accordance with Rule 10-6 (8) 

Rule 10-6 (2) and (8.1). 

[am. B.C. Reg. 241/2010, Sch. B, s. 2.] 

Adjournment or dismissal 

(11)On an application heard before or at the same time as the hearing of a summary 

trial application, the court may 

(a)adjourn the summary trial application, or 

(b)dismiss the summary trial application on the ground that 

(i)the issues raised by the summary trial application are not 

suitable for disposition under this rule, or 

(ii)the summary trial application will not assist the efficient 

resolution of the family law case. 

Preliminary orders 

(12)On or before the hearing of a summary trial application, the court may order that 

(a)a party file and serve, within a fixed time, any of the following on 

which the party intends to rely in support of the application: 

(i)an affidavit; 

(ii)a notice referred to in subrule (9), 

(b)the person who swore or affirmed an affidavit, or an expert whose 

report is relied on, attend for cross-examination, either before the court 

or before another person as the court directs, 

(c)cross-examinations on affidavits be completed within a fixed time, 

(d)no further evidence be introduced on the application after a fixed 

time, or 

(e)a party file and serve a brief, with such contents as the court may 

order, within a fixed time. 

Ancillary or preliminary orders may be made at or before application 
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(13)An order under subrule (11) or (12) may be made by a judge or by an associate 

judge, and may be made before or at the same time as a summary trial application. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 1.] 

Judge not seized of application 

(14)A judge who makes an order under subrule (11) or (12) in relation to a summary 

trial application is not seized of the summary trial application unless the judge 

otherwise orders. 

Judgment 

(15)On the hearing of a summary trial application, the court may 

(a)grant judgment in favour of any party, either on an issue or 

generally, unless 

(i)the court is unable, on the whole of the evidence before the 

court on the application, to find the facts necessary to decide 

the issues of fact or law, or 

(ii)the court is of the opinion that it would be unjust to decide 

the issues on the application, 

(b)impose terms respecting enforcement of the judgment, including a 

stay of execution, and 

(c)award costs. 

No further application without leave 

(16)If the court does not grant judgment under subrule (15), the applicant may not 

apply again under subrule (2) without leave of the court. 

Orders 

(17)If the court is unable to grant judgment under subrule (15) and considers that the 

family law case ought to be expedited, the court may order the trial of a family law case 

generally or on an issue and may 

(a)order that the parties attend a judicial case conference, 

(b)make any order that may be made under Rule 7-1 (15), or 

(c)make any other order the court considers will further the object of 

these Supreme Court Family Rules. 

Right to vary or set aside order 
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(18)A court may, before or at trial, vary or set aside an order made under subrule (12) 

or (17) of this rule. 
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Rule 13-4 — Jointly Appointed Experts 

Matters to be settled prior to appointment 

(1)When an expert is to be jointly appointed by 2 or more parties under Rule 13-3 (2) 

or (3) (a), the following must be settled before the expert is appointed: 

(a)the identity of the expert; 

(b)the issue in the family law case the expert opinion evidence may 

help to resolve; 

(c)any facts or assumptions of fact agreed to by the parties; 

(d)for each party, any assumptions of fact not included under 

paragraph (c) of this subrule that the party wishes the expert to 

consider; 

(e)the questions to be considered by the expert; 

(f)when the report must be prepared by the expert and given to the 

parties; 

(g)responsibility for fees and expenses payable to the expert. 

Appointment agreement 

(2)If the parties agree on the matters referred to in subrule (1), they must enter into a 

written agreement that reflects those agreed upon matters and 

(a)the agreement must be signed by each party to the agreement or 

their lawyers, 

(b)the agreement must be signed by the expert to signify that the 

expert 

(i)has been made aware of the content of this Part, and 

(ii)consents to the appointment reflected in the agreement, and 

(c)a copy of the agreement must be served, promptly after signing, on 

every party to the family law case who is not a party to the agreement. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 28/2024, Sch. B, s. 16.] 

Application to court 

(3)If the parties do not agree that a joint expert is required or do not agree on any 

matter relating to the appointment of a joint expert, any party may apply to the court 

in accordance with Rule 10-5 for an order 

(a)appointing a joint expert, and 
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(b)settling any matter relating to the appointment of the joint expert. 

Order 

(4)If the court makes an order on an application under subrule (3), the applicant for 

the order must promptly serve the expert with a copy of the entered order. 

Role of expert appointed under this rule 

(5)Unless the court otherwise orders on an application referred to in subrule (6), a 

joint expert appointed in relation to an issue, by agreement under subrule (2) or by a 

court order made on an application under subrule (3), is the only expert who may give 

expert opinion evidence in the family law case on the issue. 

Notice of application 

(6)A party wishing to apply under subrule (5) for leave to introduce the evidence of an 

additional expert at trial must, within 21 days after receipt of the joint expert's report, 

serve on all parties the documents that under Rule 10-6 (6) materials that under Rule 

10-6 (2) are required for the application. 

Additional experts 

(7)The court may, on an application referred to in subrule (6) of this rule, grant leave 

for the evidence of an additional expert to be introduced at trial if the court is satisfied 

that the evidence of that additional expert is necessary to ensure a fair trial. 

Considerations 

(8)In assessing whether to grant leave for the evidence of an additional expert to be 

introduced at trial, the court may consider 

(a)whether the parties have fully cooperated with the joint expert and 

have made full and timely disclosure of all relevant information and 

documents to the joint expert, 

(b)whether the dispute about the opinions of the joint expert may be 

resolved by requesting clarification or further opinions from that 

expert, and 

(c)any other factor the court considers relevant. 

Cooperation required 
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(9)All parties must cooperate fully with a joint expert and make full and timely 

disclosure of all relevant information and documents to the joint expert. 

Cross-examination 

(10)Each party has the right to cross-examine a joint expert at trial. 
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Rule 15-2.1 — Guardianship Orders 

Guardianship affidavit required 

(1)When an order is sought appointing a person as the guardian of one or more 

children, the applicant must applicant must, 

(a)subject to subrule (1.1), file with the court an affidavit in Form F101 

that complies with subrule (4) and serve a copy of that filed affidavit on 

the other parties and on any other person who may be affected by the 

orders sought, and 

(b)provide to the court any other evidence the court considers 

necessary. 

[A person who is a guardian within the meaning of section 39 of the Family Law 

Act does not need to apply for guardianship and does not need to file the Form F101 

affidavit referred to above.] 

[en. B.C. Reg. 41/2013, s. 8.] 

Application under Rule 10-6 

(1.1)If the order referred to in subrule (1) of this rule is sought on an application under 

Rule 10-6, the applicant must serve and file the affidavit in Form F101 in accordance 

with that Rule. 

Interim order may be made 

(2)The court may make an interim order for guardianship without an affidavit in Form 

F101 having been filed if the court is satisfied that it is in the best interests of the child 

that an interim guardianship order be made before that affidavit is filed. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 41/2013, s. 8.] 

Duration of interim order 

(3)An interim order under subrule (2) must expire within 90 days after the date of 

pronouncement unless renewed by the court. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 41/2013, s. 8.] 

Currency of information 

(4)Unless the court otherwise orders, 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/11025_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/11025_01
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(a)an affidavit referred to in subrule (1) must be sworn or affirmed 

(i)not more than 28 days before the date set for the hearing at 

which the order referred to in that subrule is sought, or 

(ii)if the order is sought without a hearing, not more than 7 

days before the date on which the materials in support of the 

application are filed, and 

(b)any records check, criminal records check or protection order 

records check attached as an exhibit to the affidavit must be dated 

(i)not more than 60 days before the date set for the hearing at 

which the order referred to in subrule (1) is sought, or 

(ii)if the order is sought without a hearing, not more than 60 

days before the date on which the materials in support of the 

application are filed. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 41/2013, s. 8.] 

Materials required if hearing adjourned 

(5)Unless the court otherwise orders, if the swearing or affirmation of, and the date of 

the record checks exhibited to, a Form F101 affidavit referred to in subrule (1) are in 

compliance with the requirements of subrule (4) (a) (i) and (b) (i), as those 

requirements relate to the date originally set for the hearing at which the order 

referred to in subrule (1) is sought, the following apply if that hearing is adjourned: 

(a)if the hearing is adjourned to a date that is not more than 14 days 

after the date originally set for the hearing, the following apply: 

(i)if there has been no material change in any of the 

information contained in the Form F101 affidavit, the applicant 

may rely on that affidavit whether or not it complies with the 

requirements of subrule (4) (a) (i) and (b) (i) in relation to the 

new date set for the hearing; 

(ii)if there has been a material change in any of the information 

contained in the Form F101 affidavit, the applicant must 

promptly file a new affidavit setting out the material change 

and serve a copy of that filed new affidavit on each of the 

parties and on every other person who may be affected by the 

orders sought; 
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(b)if the hearing is adjourned to a date that is more than 14 days after 

but not more than 6 months after the date originally set for the hearing, 

the applicant must, at least 7 days before the new date set for the 

hearing, 

(i)if there has been no material change in any of the 

information contained in the Form F101 affidavit, file a new 

affidavit confirming that fact and serve a copy of that filed new 

affidavit on each of the parties and on every other person who 

may be affected by the orders sought, or 

(ii)if there has been a material change in any of the information 

contained in the Form F101 affidavit, file a new affidavit setting 

out the material change and serve a copy of that filed new 

affidavit on each of the parties and on every other person who 

may be affected by the orders sought; 

(c)if the hearing is adjourned to a date that is more than 6 months after 

the date originally set for the hearing, the applicant must, at least 14 

days before the new date set for the hearing, file a new affidavit in 

Form F101 that complies with the requirements of subrule (4) (a) (i) 

and (b) (i) in relation to the new date set for the hearing and serve a 

copy of that filed new affidavit on each of the parties and on every 

other person who may be affected by the orders sought. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 41/2013, s. 8.] 
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Part 17 — Petition Proceedings 

Rule 17-1 — Petitions 

Definitions 

(1)In this rule, "petition respondent" means a person who files a response to petition 

under subrule (4). 

Petitions 

(2)A person wishing to bring a family law case referred to in Rule 3-1 (3) or (4) (b) by 

filing a petition must file a petition in Form F73 and each affidavit in support. 

Usual Procedure 

Service 

(3)Unless these Supreme Court Family Rules otherwise provide or the court otherwise 

orders, a copy of the filed petition and of each filed affidavit in support must be served 

by personal service on all persons whose interests may be affected by the order 

sought. 

Response to petition 

(4)A person who has been served with a copy of a filed petition under subrule (3) of 

this rule must, if the person wishes to receive notice of the time and date of the hearing 

of the petition, do the following: 

(a)file a response to petition in accordance with subrule (5); 

(b)file, with the response to petition, all affidavits that have not already 

been filed and on which the person intends to rely at the hearing of the 

petition; 

(c)unless the court otherwise orders, serve on the petitioner 2 copies, 

and on every other party one copy, of each document filed under 

paragraph (a) or (b) as follows: 

(i)if the petition respondent was served with the petition 

anywhere in Canada, within 21 days after that service; 

(ii)if the petition respondent was served with the petition 

anywhere in the United States of America, within 35 days after 

that service; 
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(iii)if the petition respondent was served with the petition 

anywhere else, within 49 days after that service. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 95/2011, Sch. B, s. 3 (a).] 

Contents of response to petition 

(5)A response to petition must be in Form F74 and must 

(a)indicate, for each order sought, whether the petition respondent 

consents to, opposes or takes no position on the order, and 

(b)if the petition respondent wishes to oppose any of the relief sought 

in the petition, 

(i)briefly summarize the factual and legal bases on which the 

orders sought should not be granted, 

(ii)list the affidavits and other documents on which the petition 

respondent intends to rely at the hearing of the petition, and 

(iii)set out the petition respondent's estimate of the time the 

petition will take for hearing. 

Petitioner may respond 

(6)A petitioner may file affidavits in response reply to any document served on the 

petitioner under subrule (4) (c), and, in that event, must serve copies of those filed 

responding reply affidavits on each petition respondent no later than the date on 

which the notice of hearing of petition is served on that petition respondent under 

subrule (8) (b). 

Expert opinion evidence 

(6.1)Unless the court otherwise orders, a party may tender a report setting out the 

opinion of an expert if 

(a)the report conforms with Rule 13-6 (1), or 

(b)the court orders that the report is admissible even though it does 

not conform with Rule 13-6 (1). 

[en. B.C. Reg. 149/2022, Sch. 2, s. 7.] 

Service of expert reports 

(6.2)Unless the court otherwise orders, expert reports must be served as follows: 
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(a)a petitioner must, at the same time that a copy of the filed petition is 

served on a person under subrule (3), serve on the person a copy of 

each expert report in support along with written notice that the expert 

report is being served under this rule; 

(b)a petition respondent must, within 42 days after being served with a 

copy of the filed petition under subrule (3), serve on the petitioner and 

every other party a copy of each expert report of the petition 

respondent along with written notice that the expert report is being 

served under this rule; 

(c)a party must, within 49 days after being served with an expert 

report under paragraph (b), serve on every other party a copy of the 

serving party's responding expert reports, if any, along with written 

notice that the expert reports are being served under this rule. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 149/2022, Sch. 2, s. 7.] 

Application of Rule 13-6 

(6.3)Rule 13-6 (2) applies to a petition proceeding. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 149/2022, Sch. 2, s. 7.] 

No additional affidavits 

(7)Unless all parties consent or the court otherwise orders, a party must not serve any 

affidavits additional to those served under subrules (3), (4) and (6). 

[am. B.C. Reg. 149/2022, Sch. 2, s. 8.] 

Setting application for hearing 

(8)A petitioner wishing to set a petition down for hearing must, 

(a)in the case of a petition to which no response to petition has been 

served under subrule (4) (c), file a notice of hearing of petition in Form 

F75 at any time before the hearing of the petition, or 

(b)in the case of a petition to which a response to petition has been 

filed and served under subrule (4) (c), file a notice of hearing of 

petition in Form F75, and serve a copy of the filed notice of hearing of 

petition on each petition respondent, at least 7 days before the date set 

for the hearing of the petition. 
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Date and time of hearing 

(9)The hearing of a petition must be set for 9:45 a.m. on a date on which the court 

hears petitions or at such other time or date as has been fixed by the court or a 

registrar. 

Date and time if hearing time more than 2 hours 

(10)If the estimate, set out in the petition, of the time that the hearing of the petition 

will take is more than 2 hours, the date and time of hearing must be fixed by a 

registrar. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 23 (a).] 

Petition record 

(11)Subject to subrule (13), the petitioner must provide to the registry where the 

hearing is to take place a petition record as follows: 

(a)the petition record must be in a ring binder or in some other form of 

secure binding; 

(b)the petition record must contain, in consecutively numbered pages, 

or separated by tabs, the following documents in the following order: 

(i)a cover page in Form F32.2; 

(ii)an index; 

(iii)a copy of the filed petition; 

(iv)a copy of each filed response to petition; 

(v)a copy of each filed affidavit that is to be referred to at the 

hearing; 

(vi)the most current Form F102 statement of information for 

corollary relief proceedings, if any, filed by each party in 

accordance with Rule 15-2.2; 

(c)the petition record may contain 

(i)a draft of the proposed order, 

(ii)a written argument, 

(iii)a list of authorities, and 

(iv)a draft bill of costs; 

(d)the petition record must not contain 

(i)affidavits of service, 
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(ii)copies of authorities, including case law, legislation, legal 

articles or excerpts from text books, or 

(iii)any other documents unless they are included with the 

consent of all the parties; 

(e)the petition record must be provided to the registry 

(i)no earlier than 9 a.m. on the business day that is three full 

business days 5 business days before the date set for the 

hearing and no later than 4 p.m. on the business day that is one 

full business day 2 business days before the date set for the 

hearing, or 

(ii)if an earlier date is fixed by a registrar, on or before that 

date. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 23 (b) and (c); 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 

19 (a) to (c); 165/2024, Sch. 2, s. 6 (a).] 

Additional copy of filed petition 

(11.1)The petitioner must, concurrently with the filing of the petition record under 

subrule (11), provide to the registry a copy of the filed petition that 

(a)is kept separate from the ring binder or other form of secure binding 

referred to in subrule (11) (a), and 

(b)clearly indicates the orders sought by way of highlighting or other 

marking of the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of the copy of the filed 

petition. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 4.] 

Petition to be removed from hearing list 

(11.2)Unless the court otherwise orders, if the petitioner fails to provide a petition 

record to the registry in accordance with subrule (11), the petition must be removed 

from the hearing list. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 4.] 

Service of petition record 
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(12)The petitioner must serve a copy of the petition record index on each petition 

respondent no later than 4 p.m. on the business day that is one full business day 2 

business days before the date set for the hearing. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 23 (d); 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 19 (d).] 

If petition respondent's application is to be heard at the hearing 

(13)If a petition respondent intends to set an application for hearing at the same time 

as the hearing of the petition, the parties must, so far as is possible, prepare and file a 

joint petition record and agree to a date for the hearing of both applications. 

Petition record to be returned 

(14)Unless the court otherwise orders, the petitioner must retrieve the petition record 

(a)at the conclusion of the hearing, or 

(b)if the hearing of the petition is adjourned to a date later than the 

following business day, after the hearing is adjourned. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 23 (e); 152/2025, Sch. 4, s. 10 (a) 

and (b).] 

Petition record to be returned to registry 

(15)If the petition record has been retrieved by the petitioner under subrule (14) (b), 

the petitioner must return the petition record to the registry 

(a)no earlier than 9 a.m. on the business day that is three full business 

days 5 business days before the new date set for the hearing and no 

later than 4 p.m. on the business day that is one full business day 2 

business days before the new date set for the hearing, or 

(b)if an earlier date is fixed by a registrar, on or before that date. 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 9; 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 19 (d); 

152/2025, Sch. 4, s. 10 (c).] 

Provision of amended petition record 

(16)If any additional affidavits are filed and served under subrule (7), the petitioner 

must provide to the registry an amended petition record containing those affidavits. 

Resetting adjourned hearings 
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(16.1)To reset the hearing of a petition that has been adjourned without a date being 

set for it to be heard ("adjourned generally") or that has been removed from the 

hearing list under subrule (11.2), the petitioner must 

(a)file a requisition in Form F17 setting out the following: 

(i)the date and time of the hearing of the petition; 

(i.1)the place of hearing; 

(ii)the date the petition was filed; 

(iii)a brief description of the orders sought; 

(iv)the petitioner's estimate of the time the petition will take 

for hearing; 

(v)whether the orders sought are within the jurisdiction of an 

associate judge, and 

(b)serve a copy of the filed requisition on the petition respondents at 

least 2 days before the date set for the hearing. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 23 (f); am. B.C. Regs. 239/2023, Sch. 2, 

s. 5; 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 1; 165/2024, Sch. 2, s. 6 (b).] 

Petition respondent may apply for directions 

(17)If the petitioner does not 

(a)set the petition for hearing within a reasonable time after being 

requested to do so by a petition respondent, or 

(b)after the hearing of the petition has been adjourned generally, reset 

the petition for hearing within a reasonable time after being requested 

to do so by a petition respondent, 

a petition respondent may apply, by requisition in Form F17 on 2 days' notice, for 

directions. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 95/2011, Sch. B, s. 3 (b).] 

Powers of court 

(18)Without limiting the court's right under Rule 10-3 (7) (d) to transfer the family 

law case referred to in this rule to the trial list, the court may, whether or not on the 

application of a party, apply any other of these Supreme Court Family Rules to a family 

law case referred to in this rule. 

Amendment of petition 
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(19)A party may amend a petition or response to petition filed by the party 

(a)at any time with leave of the court, and 

(b)subject to Rules 8-2 (7) and (9) and 9-6 (5), 

(i)once without leave of the court, at any time before service of 

the notice of hearing of petition, and 

(ii)at any time with the written consent of all the parties, 

and for that purpose Rule 8-1 (2) to (7) applies. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 4.] 

Renewal of original petition 

(20)An original petition does not remain in force for more than 12 months, but if a 

respondent named in a petition has not been served, the court, on the application of 

the petitioner made before or after the expiration of the 12 months, may order that the 

original petition be renewed for a period of not more than 12 months. 

Further renewal of petition 

(21)If a renewed petition has not been served on a respondent named in the petition, 

the court, on the application of the petitioner made during the currency of the renewed 

petition, may order the renewal of the petition for a further period of not more than 12 

months. 

When renewal period begins 

(22)Unless the court otherwise orders, a renewal period ordered under subrule (20) 

or (21) begins on the date of the order. 

After renewal of petition 

(23)Unless the court otherwise orders, a copy of each entered order granting renewal 

of a petition must be served with the renewed petition, and the renewed petition 

remains in force and is available to prevent the operation of any statutory limitation 

and for all other purposes. 

Procedure Applicable to Adoptions 

Uncontested adoptions 
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(24)If, in a family law case in which an order for adoption is sought, notice of an 

application for the order for adoption is not required, the petitioner may make that 

application by filing 

(a)a requisition in Form F29, and 

(b)a draft of the proposed order in Form F34. 

Referral by registrar 

(25)On being satisfied that the materials appropriate for an application referred to in 

subrule (24) have been filed in accordance with subrule (24), a registrar may refer the 

application to a judge or associate judge. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 5.] 

Disposition of referred applications 

(26)If an application is referred by a registrar to a judge or associate judge under 

subrule (25), the judge or associate judge may 

(a)make the order, or 

(b)give directions respecting the application. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 5.] 
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Rule 21-7 — Contempt of Court 

Power of court to punish 

(1)The power of the court to punish contempt of court must be exercised by an order 

of committal or by imposition of a fine or both. 

Corporation in contempt 

(2)If a corporation wilfully disobeys an order against the corporation, the order may 

be enforced by one or more of the following: 

(a)imposition of a fine on the corporation; 

(b)committal of one or more directors or officers of the corporation; 

(c)imposition of a fine on one or more directors or officers of the 

corporation. 

Security 

(3)Instead of or in addition to making an order of committal or imposing a fine, the 

court may order a person to give security for the person's good behaviour. 

Certain acts as contempt 

(4)A person who is guilty of an act or omission described in Rule 14-7 (25), in addition 

to being subject to any consequences prescribed by those rules, is guilty of contempt of 

court and subject to the court's power to punish contempt of court. 

If person may be guilty of contempt 

(5)If the court is of the opinion that a person may be guilty of contempt of court, it may 

order, by warrant in Form F92 directed to a sheriff or other officer of the court or to a 

peace officer, that the person be apprehended and brought before the court. 

Power of court after apprehension 

(6)If a person referred to in subrule (5) is apprehended and brought before the court, 

the court in a summary manner may adjudge the innocence or guilt of the person and 

punish the person for the contempt, if any, or may give the directions it thinks fit for 

the determination of the person's innocence or guilt and punishment. 

If corporation may be guilty of contempt 

(7)If the court is of the opinion that a corporation may be guilty of contempt of court, it 

may order, by its warrant in Form F92 directed to a sheriff or other officer of the court 
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or to a peace officer, that any director, officer or employee of the corporation be 

apprehended and brought before the court. 

Power of court after apprehension 

(8)If a director, officer or employee referred to in subrule (7) is apprehended and 

brought before the court, the court in a summary manner may adjudge the innocence 

or guilt of the corporation and punish the corporation for the contempt, if any, or may 

give the directions it thinks fit for the determination of its innocence or guilt and the 

punishment to be imposed. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 112/2012, Sch. B, s. 3.] 

Release of apprehended person 

(9)The court may order the release of a person apprehended under subrule (5) or (7) 

on receiving an undertaking in Form F93 from that person. 

Order for release 

(10)A release order under subrule (9) must be in Form F94. 

Proceeding for contempt 

(11)A party applying for an order for contempt must serve the alleged contemnor with 

a copy of the filed notice of application and all filed affidavits in support of it at least 7 

days before the hearing of the application. 

Proceeding for contempt 

(11)A party applying for an order for contempt must comply with Rule 10-6 and, 

without limiting this, the party must serve, by personal service, a copy of the unfiled 

notice of application and the other materials referred to in Rule 10-6 (2) on the alleged 

contemnor. 

Affidavit 

(12)An application under subrule (11) must be supported by affidavit setting out the 

conduct alleged to be contempt of court. 

Hearing 

(13)The court may give directions as to the mode of hearing the application, including 

an order that the matter be transferred to the trial list under Rule 10-3 (7) (d). 
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Service of order not necessary 

(14)If the court is satisfied that a person has actual notice of the terms of an order of 

the court, it may find the person guilty of contempt for disobedience of the order, even 

though the order has not been served on the person. 

Suspension of punishment 

(15)The court at any time may direct that the punishment for contempt be suspended 

for the period or on the terms or conditions the court may specify. 

Discharge of person 

(16)The court, on application by or on behalf of a person committed to prison for 

contempt may discharge that person, even though the period of the committal may not 

have elapsed. 

Weekly review of person in custody 

(17)If the court orders a person committed without specifying in days, weeks or 

months the period of the committal, the sheriff must bring that person before the court 

at intervals of not more than 7 days, in order that the court may review the committal 

and determine whether relief as set out in subrule (15) or (16) should be granted. 
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Rule 21-8 — Vexatious Litigants 

Leave to file pleading, application or other document 

(1)If an order has been made that a person must not, without leave of the court, start a 

proceeding or serve or file an application or other document in an existing proceeding, 

the person may apply for leave by filing a requisition in Form F94.1 to which is 

attached 

(a)a copy of the pleading, application or document which the person 

seeks leave to serve or file, and 

(b)a copy of the order requiring the person to obtain leave of the court. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 6.] 

Requisition need not be served 

(2)Subject to subrule (3), a person applying for leave under subrule (1) need not serve 

the requisition referred to in subrule (1) on any other person. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 6.] 

Powers of the court 

(3)On an application for leave under subrule (1), the court may do one or more of the 

following: 

(a)grant or refuse the request for leave; 

(b)require that the person or lawyer appear in person to speak to the 

application, with or without notice to any other person; 

(c)make any order or give any other directions the court considers will 

further the object of these Supreme Court Family Rules. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 239/2023, Sch. 2, s. 6.] 
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Rule 22-7 — Associate Judges, Registrars and Special Referees 

Powers of an associate judge 

(1)Without limiting any other powers of an associate judge under these Supreme 

Court Family Rules, an associate judge hearing an application has the powers of the 

court set out in Rules 10-3 (2) to (8) and 10-9 (6) to (8). 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 1.] 

Associate judge as registrar 

(2)An associate judge has the powers and jurisdiction of a registrar under these 

Supreme Court Family Rules. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 2.] 

Powers of an associate judge in estates 

(3)An associate judge has the powers of the court to dispose of all non-contentious 

business in the administration of estates. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 2.] 

Hearing record 

(3.1)Before attending a registrar's hearing started by the filing of an appointment, the 

person taking out the appointment (in this subrule called the "applicant") must 

provide to the registry where the hearing is to take place, no later than 4 p.m. on the 

business day that is one full business day 2 business days before the date set for the 

hearing, a hearing record as follows: 

(a)the hearing record must be in a ring binder or in some other form of 

secure binding; 

(b)the hearing record must contain, in consecutively numbered pages, 

or separated by tabs, the following documents in the following order: 

(i)a cover page in Form F32.2; 

(ii)an index; 

(iii)a copy of the filed appointment and of every document that, 

under these rules these Supreme Court Family Rules, is 

required to be filed with that appointment; 

(iv)a copy of the affidavit of service of the appointment, which 

copy must not include the exhibits to the affidavit; 
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(v)if the appointment is to settle an order under Rule 15-1, a 

copy of the reasons for judgment on which the order is based, a 

transcript of the order made or a copy of the clerk's notes from 

the hearing; 

(vi)if the appointment is to assess costs under Rule 16-1, a copy 

of the entered order for costs; 

(vii)if the appointment has been filed under Rule 18-1, a copy of 

the entered order referring the matter to the registrar; 

(viii)a copy of every filed affidavit and pleading, and of every 

other document, that is to be relied on at the hearing; 

(c)the hearing record may contain 

(i)a draft of the proposed report or certificate, and 

(ii)a list of authorities; 

(d)the hearing record must not contain 

(i)written argument, 

(ii)copies of authorities, including case law, legislation, legal 

articles or excerpts from text books, or 

(iii)any other documents unless they are included with the 

consent of the applicant and the respondents. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 65/2013, Sch. B, s. 2; am. B.C. Reg. 165/2024, Sch. 2, s. 7 

(a).] 

Dealings with hearing record 

(3.2)Rule 10-6 (15), (17) and (18) applies to a hearing record and, for that purpose, a 

reference in Rule 10-6 (15), (17) or (18) to "application record" is a reference to a 

hearing record and a reference to an "applicant" and an "application respondent" is a 

reference to the applicant and respondent to the registrar's hearing respectively and a 

reference to the "hearing of the application" is a reference to the hearing of the 

registrar's hearing. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 65/2013, Sch. B, s. 2.] 

Registrar's powers at registrar's hearing 

(4)A registrar may, in respect of any registrar's hearing, whether before that registrar 

or any other registrar, 
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(a)extend, shorten or limit the time for any step in the registrar's 

hearing, 

(b)exercise the powers that, under Rule 10-3 (2) and (3) or 22-6 (4), 

may be exercised by the court, 

(c)exercise the powers set out in Rule 18-1 (5), and 

(d)direct the parties to attend a pre-hearing conference. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 112/2012, Sch. B, s. 4.] 

Registrar's directions at pre-hearing conference 

(5)Without limiting Rule 18-1 (5), a registrar conducting a pre-hearing conference 

may give directions for the conduct of any registrar's hearing, whether or not that 

registrar's hearing is before the registrar conducting the pre-hearing conference, 

including, without limitation, directions respecting the following: 

(a)the production of documents; 

(b)oral examinations for discovery; 

(c)service of notices to admit; 

(d)service of experts' reports; 

(e)any other matter that may assist in the just and efficient 

determination of the issues. 

Reference by associate judge to judge 

(6)If a matter appears to an associate judge to be proper for the decision of a judge, the 

associate judge may refer it to a judge, and the judge may either dispose of the matter 

or refer it back to the associate judge with directions. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, ss. 1 and 6.] 

Reference by registrar to judge or associate judge 

(7)If a matter appears to a registrar to be proper for the decision of a judge or 

associate judge, the registrar may refer it to a judge or associate judge, and the judge or 

associate judge may either dispose of the matter or refer it back to the registrar with 

directions. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 5.] 

Repealed 

(8)Repealed. [B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 
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Notice of appeal 

(8.1)An appeal from an order or a decision of an associate judge, registrar or special 

referee must be brought by filing a notice of appeal in Form F98 within 14 days after 

the order or decision is made. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2; am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 1.] 

Service of notice of appeal and appellant's statement of argument 

(8.2)A copy of the filed notice of appeal and of the appellant's statement of argument in 

Form F98.1 must be served on the respondent(s) within 7 days after the notice of 

appeal being filed. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Notice of interest 

(8.3)A respondent who wishes to oppose the appeal must file a notice of interest in 

Form F77. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Service of notice of interest and respondent's statement of argument 

(8.4)A copy of the notice of interest and of the respondent's statement of argument in 

the form set out in Form F98.2 must be delivered to the appellant within 14 days of 

after the notice of appeal and appellant's statement of argument being served. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Transcript of reasons for judgment or decision 

(8.5)If the order or decision from which the appeal is taken was pronounced orally 

rather than issued in writing, the appellant must order a transcript of the presider's 

reasons for judgment or decision within 14 days after the order or decision is issued. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Transcript of oral evidence 

(8.6)If the appeal is taken from an order or decision following a hearing in which oral 

evidence is taken, in addition to a transcript of the reasons for judgment or decision, 

the appellant must order a transcript of the oral evidence within 14 days after the 

order or decision is issued. 
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[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Date and time of hearing of appeal 

(8.7)If the hearing of an appeal will require more than 2 hours, the date and time of the 

hearing must be fixed by Supreme Court Scheduling, and if the hearing of the appeal 

will require 2 hours or less, it may be set on the chambers list on a date not before the 

expiry of the time for delivery of the respondent's notice of interest and statement of 

argument. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Appeal record 

(8.8)The appellant must provide to the registry where the hearing of the appeal is to 

take place, no earlier than 9 a.m. and no later than 4 p.m. on the business day that is 

one full business day 2 business days before the date set for the hearing, an appeal 

record as follows: 

(a)the appeal record must be in a ring binder or in some other form of 

secure binding; 

(b)the appeal record must contain 

(i)a cover page in Form F32.2, 

(ii)an index, 

(iii)a copy of the notice of appeal, 

(iv)a copy of the order of the associate judge or decision of the 

registrar or special referee that is the subject of the appeal, 

(v)a copy of the written reasons for judgment of the associate 

judge, or reasons for decision of the registrar or special referee, 

or, if the reasons were given orally, a transcript of the reasons, 

(vi)a copy of the notice of application and application response, 

and for registrars' appeals, a copy of the appointment, 

(vii)copies of any affidavits that were before the associate 

judge, registrar or special referee that will be relied on for the 

appeal, 

(viii)a transcript of any oral evidence heard by the associate 

judge, registrar or special referee to be relied on for the appeal, 

(ix)the appellant's statement of argument, not to exceed 10 

pages, and 
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(x)the respondent's statement of argument, not to exceed 10 

pages. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2; am. B.C. Regs. 277/2023, Sch. 3, s. 6; 

165/2024, Sch. 2, s. 7 (b).] 

Appeal record to be returned 

(8.9)Unless the court otherwise orders, the appellant must retrieve the appeal record 

at the conclusion of the hearing or, if the appeal is adjourned to a date later than the 

following business day, after the hearing is adjourned. 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Abridgement or modification of timelines and documents required on appeal 

(8.10)If the circumstances of an appeal require, the timelines and document filing 

requirements may be abridged, extended or modified by order under Rule 21-2 (2). 

[en. B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Repealed 

(9)-(10)Repealed. [B.C. Reg. 105/2019, s. 2.] 

Appeal not to act as stay 

(11)An appeal from the decision of an associate judge or registrar is not a stay of 

proceeding unless so ordered by the court or the associate judge. 

[am. B.C. Reg. 277/2023, Sch. 3, ss. 1 and 6.] 
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Appendix C — Fees 

Schedule 1 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, ss. 46 to 48; 95/2011, Sch. B, ss. 22 and 23; 27/2013, Sch. 2, s. 16; 

65/2013, Sch. B, s. 8; 68/2013; 90/2014, Sch. 2, s. 4; 121/2014, s. 15; 99/2018, Sch. 2, s. 19; 

176/2023, Sch. 2, ss. 32 and 33; 166/2024, Sch. 4, s. 3; 152/2025, Sch. 2, s. 1.] 

Fees Payable to the Crown 

(Unless otherwise provided by statute) 

Definitions 

1  In this Schedule: 

"Item" means an Item in the table to this Schedule; 

"qualified mediator" means a mediator who is qualified as a family dispute resolution 

professional within the meaning of section 4 (2) of the Family Law Act Regulation, 

B.C. Reg. 347/2012. 

Amount payable 

2   (1)Subject to subsection (2), for any Item, there must be paid to the government 

(a)the fee shown in the table to this Schedule as being applicable to that 

Item, or 

(b)if Part 1 of the table to this Schedule is amended under section 2 (4) 

of Schedule 4 of this Appendix C, the fee shown as being applicable to 

that Item in the table most recently published under section 2 (3) (b) of 

Schedule 4. 

(2)A person filing a notice of family claim or a response to family claim need not 

pay the fee applicable to that filing if, at the time of filing, the person provides to 

the registry a certificate of mediation in Form F100 indicating that the mediator is 

a qualified mediator and, 

(a)if the filing party is a named claimant, that that party or that party's 

representative engaged in mediation with one or more of the named 

respondents or a representative for one or more of the named 

respondents, 

(b)if the filing party is a named respondent, that that party or that 

party's representative engaged in mediation with one or more of the 
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named claimants or a representative for one or more of the named 

claimants, or 

(c)that the mediator determined that it was not appropriate for the 

parties to engage in mediation and so advised those parties. 

Electronic filing fee 

3   (1)In addition to any other fees payable under this Schedule, a further fee of 

$7.00 must be paid for transmitting a document package to a registry through the 

electronic filing service of Court Services Online. 

(2)For the purposes of this provision, a "document package" is any document or, 

if a group of documents is transmitted at one time in relation to the same court file, 

that group of documents. 

Fees Applicable to the Supreme Court 

Item 
Description 

Fee 

($) 

Commencing proceedings 

1 Subject to section 2 (2) of this Schedule, for commencing a family law case in 

the Supreme Court that is not an appeal under Rule 22-7 (8.1) or an 

application under Rule 20-6 (3) 

200 

2 For filing a counterclaim 200 

Responding to proceedings 

3 Subject to section 2 (2) of this Schedule, for filing a response to family claim or 

a response to counterclaim 

25 

  

Application filings 

4 For filing any one of the following: 

(a)  a notice of application; 

(b)  an appointment for a hearing before a registrar or a special referee but not 

including a hearing, inquiry or reference under the Court Order Enforcement 

Act; 

(c)  a requisition for a desk order, including a requisition filed under Rule 20-6 

(3) 

80 

5 For setting a matter for hearing for which a fee is not payable under this 

Schedule 

No fee is payable under this item to set a matter for hearing by notice of hearing 

80 
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of application, notice of hearing of petition, notice of hearing of appeal or notice 

of hearing of stated case, or to schedule a trial management conference or 

settlement conference 

Other filings 

6 For filing a notice of judicial case conference 80 

7 For filing a notice of trial 200 

7.1 For filing a written agreement under Rule 2-1, whether or not that filing starts 

a family law case 

30 

7.2 For filing a determination of a parenting coordinator under Rule 2-1.1 30 

7.3 For filing an arbitration award under Rule 2-1.2, whether or not that filing 

starts a family law case 

30 

  

Hearings 

8 For resetting a trial or hearing 200 

9 For each day spent in whole or in part at a hearing, unless the attendance on 

that day is for reasons for decision only, payable by the party who files the 

notice of application, appointment or other document by which the hearing 

was set, unless the court orders payment by another party 

For the first 

3 days: 0 

For each of 

the 4th to 

10th 

days: 500 

 

For each 

day over 

10: 800 

10 For each day spent in whole or in part at trial, unless the attendance on that 

day is for judgment only, payable by the party who files the notice of trial, 

unless the court orders payment by another party 

For the first 

3 days: 0 

For each of 

the 4th to 

10th 

days: 500 

 

For each 

day over 

10: 800 

  

Room Rentals 
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11 For rental of examination for discovery room 100 per day 

  

Execution 

12 For filing a caveat, a citation, a garnishing order, a writ of execution or a 

subpoena to debtor 

80 

  

Documents 

13 For taking or swearing an affidavit for use in the court unless 

    (a)  the person swearing the affidavit does so in the course of the person's 

duties as a peace officer or as an agent or officer of the government, or 

     (b)  provision is made elsewhere for a fee for that service 

40 

14 For a search of a record, other than 

    (a)  an electronic search conducted from outside the registry, or 

    (b)  a search of a record of a proceeding by 

      (i)  a party to that proceeding, 

      (ii)  a party's lawyer, or 

      (iii)  an official reporter who, or a representative of a transcription firm 

that, is retained by a party to produce a transcript of the proceeding 

8 

15 For returning by mail, fax or electronic mail the results of a search of a record, 

the aggregate of the following: 

(a) fee for returning the results 

(b) cost per page faxed 

 

10 

1 

16 For accessing, without purchase, from outside the registry, including, without 

limitation, viewing, printing or downloading, any document that is found by or 

created in response to an electronic search or request, including, without 

limitation, an index of cases produced in response to a search query 

6 

17 For accessing any document referred to in Item 16 and purchasing that 

document 

10 

18 For copies, per page 1 

19 For 

    (a) a certified copy of a document 

(i) for 10 pages or less 

(ii) for each additional page over 10 pages, per page 

     (b) issuing a certificate of judgment 

    (c) issuing a certificate of pending litigation or other certificate not 

 

 

40 

6 

40 

40 
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otherwise provided for, other than a certificate in Form F36 

    (d) Repealed. [B.C. Reg. 166/2024, Sch. 4, s. 3 (a).] 

20 For returning by mail or by fax a confirmation of filing or rejection of a 

document submitted by fax to a registry 

10 

Despite anything in this Schedule, if, after consultation with the Chief Justice, the Crown enters into 

an agreement with a person under which the person is authorized to access one or both of registry 

records and specified registry services and is exempted from payment of any or all of the fees 

provided under Items 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 for such access, the person may, on payment of any fee 

required under the agreement and on compliance with any other terms and conditions imposed by 

the agreement, access, during the term of the agreement, the registry records and registry services 

to which the agreement applies without payment of the fees from which the person is exempted 

under the agreement. 

Schedule 2 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, s. 49; 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 34; 152/2025, Sch. 2, s. 2.] 

Fees Payable to the Sheriff 

Item   $ 

1 For service 

    (a)  receiving, filing, serving on one person and returning any 

process together with an affidavit of service or attempted service 

    (b)  each additional party served at the same address 

    (c)  each additional party served not at the same address 

 

100 

20 

 

30 

2 For arrest or execution on goods and chattels 

    (a)  for every arrest, execution or similar writ or order 

    (b)  for attending, investigating, inventorying, cataloguing, taking 

possession, preparing for sale, per hour for each sheriff involved 

    (c)  as commission on the sum realized, or on the sum settled for, as 

the case may be, net of disbursements properly incurred 

      (i)  if that net sum is $10 000 or less 

      (ii)  if that net sum is more than $10 000 but is less than $100 000 

 

 

      (iii)  if that net sum is $100 000 or over 

 

 

(d) the amount of the commission payable under paragraph (c) must 

 

120 

75 

 

 

 

10% 

$1 000 plus 2 1/2% 

on the amount in 

excess of $10 000 

$3 250 plus 1% on 

the amount in excess 

of $100 000 
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be reduced by 50% if an auctioneer, broker or other individual sells 

the goods and chattels for the sheriff and receives a fee or 

commission for doing so 

3 For lien and recovery actions 

    (a)  executing a lien or for recovering specific property other than 

land if the execution or recovery is accomplished in whole or in part 

    (b)  attending, investigating, inventorying, cataloguing, taking 

possession, per hour for each sheriff involved 

 

175 

 

 

75 

4 For sale or possession of land 

    (a)  for executing an order for sale or possession of land, in part or 

in whole 

    (b)  for attending, investigating, inventorying, cataloguing, taking 

possession, preparing for sale, per hour for each sheriff involved 

    (c)  as commission on the sum realized, or on the sum settled for, as 

the case may be, net of disbursements properly incurred 

      (i)  if that net sum is $10 000 or less 

      (ii)  if that net sum is more than $10 000 but is less than 

$100 0000 

      (iii)  if that net sum is $100 000 or over 

 

150 

 

60 

 

 

 

10% 

$1 000 plus 2 1/2% 

on the amount in 

excess of $10 000 

$3 250 plus 1% on 

the amount in excess 

of $100 000 

5 For arrest of ships 

    (a)  for every warrant or order to arrest a ship, including release 

    (b)  for attending, investigating, inventorying, cataloguing, taking 

and maintaining possession, preparing for sale, per hour for each 

sheriff involved 

 

175 

75 

6 For a search made by a sheriff including the certificate of result 10 

7 For taking or swearing an affidavit for use in the court unless the 

person swearing the affidavit does so in the course of the person's 

duties as a peace officer or as an agent or officer of the government 

30 

8 In respect of each of the foregoing items except item 1, the sheriff 

must be paid 50¢ for each kilometre traveled 

  

9 For each of the foregoing items, all disbursements properly incurred   

Schedule 3 

[am. B.C. Reg. 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 35.] 
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Fees Payable to Witnesses 

In all cases in which a witness is required to attend an examination, hearing or trial, the following 

daily witness fees and fees for travel, meals and preparation are payable, and must, unless 

otherwise ordered, be tendered in advance by the party requiring the attendance of the witness: 

Daily witness fee 

1   (1)For any witness, other than a party or a present officer, director or partner of 

a party to a proceeding, for each day or part of a day, a daily witness fee of $20. 

(2)A witness who is a party or a present officer, director or partner of a party to the 

proceeding is not entitled to a daily witness fee. 

Travel 

2   (1)For any witness, if the examination, hearing or trial is held at a place 

(a)within 200 km by road (including any ferry route within the 

Provincial road system) of where the witness resides, 30¢ per km each 

way by road between the witness' residence and the place of 

examination, hearing or trial; but no travel allowance will be made if 

the distance by road between that residence and the place of 

examination, hearing or trial is less than 8 km, or 

(b)more than 200 km from where the witness resides, the minimum 

return air fare by scheduled airline plus 30¢ per km each way from the 

witness' residence to the departure airport and from the arrival airport 

to the place of examination, hearing or trial. 

(2)The allowance described in subsection (1) (a) includes ferry fares and road tolls. 

Allowances 

3  For any witness, a reasonable allowance for meal expenses made necessary by the 

witness' attendance, and if the witness resides elsewhere than the place of examination, 

hearing or trial and is required to remain overnight, a reasonable allowance for 

overnight accommodation. 

Preparation 

4  For any witness other than a party or a present officer, director or partner of a party 

to a proceeding, a reasonable sum must be allowed for the time employed and expenses 

incurred by the witness in preparing to give evidence, when that preparation is 

necessary. 
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Schedule 4 

[am. B.C. Regs. 119/2010, Sch. B, ss. 48 and 50; 95/2011, Sch. B, s. 23; 65/2013, Sch. B, s. 8; 

68/2013; 90/2014, Sch. 2, s. 4; 121/2014, s. 15; 105/2019, s. 7; 176/2023, Sch. 2, s. 36; 166/2024, 

Sch. 4, s. 3.] 

Fee Calculations 

Definitions 

1  In this Schedule: 

"actual fee", in relation to an Item, means the actual fee applicable to that Item 

determined under section 2; 

"base CPI" means the number recorded as the "All-items Index" for British Columbia for 

April 2010 in the publication prepared for April 2010 under the Statistics Act by 

the director; 

"base fee", in relation to an Item, means the fee shown in the table to this Schedule as 

being applicable to that Item; 

"current CPI", in relation to any year in which a calculation of actual fees is to be made 

under section 2, means the number recorded as the "All-items Index" for British 

Columbia for April of that year in the publication prepared for that year under 

the Statistics Act by the director; 

"director" has the same meaning as in the Statistics Act; 

"Item" means an Item in the table to this Schedule. 

Calculation of actual fee 

2   (1)Until Part 1 of the table to Schedule 1 is amended under this section, the 

actual fee applicable to an Item is the fee shown for that Item in the table to this 

Schedule. 

(2)In 2012, and in every second year after that, the actual fee applicable to an Item 

must be recalculated as follows: 

(a)a preliminary fee must be determined for the Item in accordance 

with the following formula: 

preliminary fee = base fee × (current CPI/base CPI); 
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(b)the actual fee applicable to the Item is the preliminary fee 

determined for that Item under paragraph (a) rounded as follows: 

(i)if the base fee applicable to the Item is less than or equal to 

$10, the actual fee applicable to the Item is the preliminary fee 

for the Item rounded to the nearest $1; 

(ii)if the base fee applicable to the Item is greater than $10 but 

less than $100, the actual fee applicable to the Item is the 

preliminary fee for the Item rounded to the nearest $5; 

(iii)if the base fee applicable to the Item is $100 or more, the 

actual fee applicable to the Item is the preliminary fee for the 

Item rounded to the nearest $10. 

(3)If, as a result of the recalculation referred to in subsection (2), there is a change 

to the actual fee applicable to one or more Items, the minister may notify the 

Registrar of Regulations of that change and the Registrar of Regulations may 

(a)amend Part 1 of the table to Schedule 1 to reflect the change of 

which notice was given under this subsection, and 

(b)publish in Part 2 of the Gazette the amended table. 

(4)On the date that is 7 days after the date on which an amended table is published 

under subsection (3) (b) in Part 2 of the Gazette, Part 1 of the table to Schedule 1 is 

amended accordingly. 

Item 
Description 

Fee 

($) 

Commencing proceedings 

1 Subject to section 2 (2) of Schedule 1, for commencing a family law case in the 

Supreme Court that is not an appeal under Rule 22-7 (8.1) or an application 

under Rule 20-6 (3) 

200 

2 For filing a counterclaim 200 

Responding to proceedings 

3 Subject to section 2 (2) of Schedule 1, for filing a response to family claim or a 

response to counterclaim 

25 

  

Application filings 

4 For filing any one of the following: 

(a)  a notice of application; 

(b) an appointment for a hearing before a registrar or a special referee but not 

80 
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including a hearing, inquiry or reference under the Court Order Enforcement 

Act; 

(c)  a requisition for a desk order, including a requisition filed under Rule 20-6 

(3) 

5 For setting a matter for hearing for which a fee is not payable under this 

Schedule 

No fee is payable under this item to set a matter for hearing by notice of hearing 

of application, notice of hearing of petition, notice of hearing of appeal or notice 

of hearing of stated case 

80 

Other filings 

6 For filing a notice of judicial case conference 80 

7 For filing a notice of trial 200 

7.1 For filing a written agreement under Rule 2-1, whether or not that filing starts 

a family law case 

30 

7.2 For filing a determination of a parenting coordinator under Rule 2-1.1 30 

7.3 For filing an arbitration award under Rule 2-1.2, whether or not that filing 

starts a family law case 

30 

  

Hearings 

8 For resetting a trial or hearing 200 

9 For each day spent in whole or in part at a hearing, unless the attendance on 

that day is for reasons for decision only, payable by the party who files the 

notice of application, appointment or other document by which the hearing 

was set, unless the court orders payment by another party 

For the first 

3 days: 0 

For each of 

the 4th to 

10th 

days: 500 

 

For each 

day over 

10: 800 

10 For each day spent in whole or in part at trial, unless the attendance on that 

day is for judgment only, payable by the party who files the notice of trial, 

unless the court orders payment by another party 

For the first 

3 days: 0 

For each of 

the 4th to 

10th 

days: 500 
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For each 

day over 

10: 800 

  

Room Rentals 

11 For rental of examination for discovery room 100 per day 

  

Execution 

12 For filing a caveat, a citation, a garnishing order, a writ of execution or a 

subpoena to debtor 

80 

  

Documents 

13 For taking or swearing an affidavit for use in the court unless 

    (a) the person swearing the affidavit does so in the course of the person's 

duties as a peace officer or as an agent or officer of the government, or 

    (b) provision is made elsewhere for a fee for that service 

40 

14 For a search of a record, other than 

    (a) an electronic search conducted from outside the registry, or 

    (b) a search of a record of a proceeding by 

        (i) a party to that proceeding, 

       (ii) a party's lawyer, or 

      (iii) an official reporter who, or a representative of a transcription firm that, 

is retained by a party to produce a transcript of the proceeding 

8 

15 For returning by mail, fax or electronic mail the results of a search of a record, 

the aggregate of the following: 

    (a) fee for returning the results 

    (b) cost per page faxed 

 

10 

1 

16 For accessing, without purchase, from outside the registry, including, without 

limitation, viewing, printing or downloading, any document that is found by or 

created in response to an electronic search or request, including, without 

limitation, an index of cases produced in response to a search query 

6 

17 For accessing any document referred to in Item 16 and purchasing that 

document 

10 

18 For copies, per page 1 
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19 For 

    (a) a certified copy of a document 

        (i) for 10 pages or less 

        (ii) for each additional page over 10 pages, per page 

    (b) issuing a certificate of judgment 

    (c) issuing a certificate of pending litigation or other certificate not 

otherwise provided for, other than a certificate in Form F36 

    (d) Repealed. [B.C. Reg. 166/2024, Sch. 4, s. 3 (b).] 

 

 

40 

6 

40 

40 

20 For returning by mail or by fax a confirmation of filing or rejection of a 

document submitted by fax to a registry 

10 

Despite anything in this Schedule, if, after consultation with the Chief Justice, the Crown enters into 

an agreement with a person under which the person is authorized to access one or both of registry 

records and specified registry services and is exempted from payment of any or all of the fees 

provided under Items 14, 15, 16, 17 and 18 for such access, the person may, on payment of any fee 

required under the agreement and on compliance with any other terms and conditions imposed by 

the agreement, access, during the term of the agreement, the registry records and registry services 

to which the agreement applies without payment of the fees from which the person is exempted 

under the agreement. 

 


