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This policy interprets what qualifies as an accommodation that is not “equipped or suitable” 
for year-round residence, in accordance with section 4 of the Short-Term Rental 
Accommodations Regulation (the “Regulation”). As these accommodations cannot be 
reasonably used as long-term housing, they do not support the purpose of the Short-Term 
Rental Accommodations Act (the “Act”) to return homes back to the long-term housing market 
and are therefore exempt from the registration and principal residence requirements.  

This policy is intended to assist short-term rental hosts and decision-makers in 
understanding the factors considered by the Short-Term Rental Branch of the Ministry of 
Housing and Municipal Affairs when determining whether an accommodation qualifies for 
the seasonal accommodation exemption (the “exemption”). 

While not binding on the decision-maker, this Policy Guidance provides factors that may be 
considered by a decision-maker when determining if a property meets the requirements for 
the seasonal accommodation exemption. 

 

 

To be eligible for the seasonal accommodation exemption, the accommodation must be 
seasonal and not equipped or suitable as a year-round residence, as per the Regulation.  

The Short-Term Rental Branch interprets these terms to mean: 

• “Seasonal” means that the accommodation is not usable year-round. 

• “Equipped” means that the accommodation has physical features like appliances, 
heating systems, and weatherproofing, that would make it usable year-round.   

• “Suitable” means that the accommodation provides minimum acceptable living 
conditions for year-round residency. 

In most cases, accommodations that are built for or can easily be changed into long-term 
housing will not be considered seasonal and will be considered suitable for year-round 
housing. Such units are not normally eligible for exemption. 

Typical factors that suggest the accommodation meets the criteria for the 
exemption include:   
 

• The accommodation is poorly insulated or not insulated at all and lacks heating, or  

• The accommodation lacks a permanent heating system and/or relies on portable 
heaters or a wood stove, or 

• The accommodation does not have a year-round power source, or 
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• The building is unable to keep a minimum temperature of 12 degrees year-round, 
or 

• The property is seasonally inaccessible because public access is not maintained 
year-round. For example, there is road access most of the year, but not in winter. 

- Seasonally inaccessible means the property can’t be reached during certain 
times of the year, depending on the season. 

- Public access refers to how the property is reached, typically by a road or 
path that is publicly maintained and managed.  

 
Types of Accommodations that Typically Qualify  
 
The following types of accommodations will typically qualify for the exemption:  
 
 Bunkhouse cabins (e.g., a shed with only bunk beds) 

 Rural hunting/fishing huts 

 Off-grid cabins  

Accommodations that qualify for the exemption do not have to register with the 
province or comply with the principal residence requirement. However, local 
government requirements still apply.  
 
 Types of Accommodations that Typically Do Not Qualify  
 
The following types of accommodations will typically not qualify for the exemption: 

× Lake houses, summer cabins and cottages that have insulation, heating /cooling 
systems, weatherproofing, plumbing and/or electrical systems and could be lived in 
year-round 

× Secondary suites or accessory dwelling units that have plumbing, heating, or are 
insulated, and can have cooking facilities (i.e., have the wiring but appliances have 
been removed or not installed) 

These accommodations must still comply with registration requirements, including 
the principal residence requirement, where applicable. 
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If your accommodation is already registered, you must update your listing on the platform 
to indicate the exemption before your registration expires in order to avoid validation 
errors. If you do not update your listing as exempt, this could result in platform removal of 
the listing when your registration expires, which could result in all bookings being canceled. 
 
Platforms continue to report your listings to the Short-Term Rental Branch, even if you claim 
an exemption from registration. Falsely claiming to be exempt may lead to compliance and 
enforcement actions, including: 

• Administrative monetary penalties of up to $10,000 per day for failing to register a 
short-term rental offer.  

• Compliance orders requiring a platform to remove the listing and cancel all future 
bookings. 

 
 

-  
Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs 
Short-Term Rental Branch 
PO Box 9844 Stn. Prov. Govt. 
Victoria B.C. V8W 9T2 

Email address: STRBranch@gov.bc.ca  
Website: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/housing-
tenancy/short-term-rentals 

 

Contact 

Disclaimer 
The information in this document has been prepared by the Short-Term Rentals Branch on 
the Province of British Columbia’s Short-Term Rental Accommodations Act and regulations and 
is provided for the user’s convenience as a basic starting point. It is not a substitute for 
getting legal advice or other professional advice. If there is a conflict between the 
information in this document and the legislation or regulations, the legislation and 
regulations prevail. This information may be subject to change, including changes due to the 
legislative process. 
 

Compliance and Enforcement  
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