
Physician Return of Service (ROS)
Competitive Stream – Medical Residency Stream Pilot

Competitive Stream Pilot

The Province of British 
Columbia and University of 
British Columbia launched a 
new medical residency stream 
pilot in 2024 to attract and 
retain more physicians for 
critical specialties. This 
Competitive Stream pilot 
program offers up to 20 
residency opportunities to 
both Canadian and 
internationally-trained 
medical graduates. Specialties 
may be adjusted annually.

Upon completion of residency, 
participants contribute to 
improving access to specialist 
physician services in B.C. by 
completing a ROS.

ROS Pilot 
Highlights

Existing 
Participants

Upcoming 2026 
Participants

Commitment 
to B.C.

3 years providing patient care, 
Government-funded health 
services

Placement 
Planning

Participants identify where they 
would like to practise for ROS and 
propose it to the the Ministry of 
Health

Recruitment 
Support

Ministry of Health facilitates 
recruiter connections across B.C.

Location 
Criteria

Anywhere in 
B.C.

New: Anywhere in 
B.C., outside the 
City of Vancouver

Location 
Exceptions

N/A New: Approved 
where appropriate

Subspecialty, 
Fellowships

The Ministry is open to supporting 
training outside of B.C. where the 
impact on ROS is not undue

New for 2026:
Eligible Practice Region

• Increases impact on patient access 
and distribution of specialists 

• Fulfil ROS in any B.C. community, 
except the City of Vancouver 
(Health Service Delivery Area 32) 

• Exceptions granted to fulfil ROS in 
Vancouver where appropriate (e.g. 
highly subspecialized participant)

• Affects Competitive Stream 
participants matched to 2026 
residency, not existing participants

Competitive Stream (Medical Residency Stream Pilot)
Return of Service 

ReturnofService@gov.bc.ca 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=B10B97463BED4279A18AC0B10E02173E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=91E6BE5924ED4D80BB8FBB0094900CD5
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