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Drug Information

The drug below is being considered for coverage under the BC PharmaCare program.
PharmacCare is a government-funded drug plan that helps B.C. residents with the cost of eligible
prescription drugs and medical supplies. For more information about PharmacCare, visit the
PharmaCare website.

PharmaCare reviews each drug for treating a specific illness or medical condition (also called an
“indication”). If PharmaCare decides to cover a drug, that coverage applies only to the
indication(s) specified. In some cases, PharmaCare covers a drug only for people who have not
responded to other drugs that treat the same indication.

More information about the PharmaCare drug review process is provided on the last page of
this document.

Drug information

Generic name (scientific
name)

semaglutide injection

Brand name Wegovy®
Manufacturer Novo Nordisk Canada Inc.
Indication As an adjunct to a reduced calorie diet and increased physical activity for

chronic weight management in adult patients with an initial body mass
index (BMI) of equal to or greater than 27 kg/m? and established
cardiovascular disease (myocardial infarction, stroke or peripheral arterial
disease).

Has the drug been
reviewed by CDA-AMC, or
will CDA-AMC be reviewing
it?

(See note below.)

Yes

For more information about the CDA-AMC Reimbursement Review (CRR) of
semaglutide injection (Wegovy), Search the CDA-AMC Reports.

Public input start date

Wednesday, March 26, 2025

Public input closing date

Tuesday, April 22, 2025, at 11:59 pm

How is the drug taken?

Semaglutide is administered by subcutaneous (under the skin) injection.

How often is the drug
taken?

Semaglutide is injected once weekly. The dose is gradually increased over
a period of 17 weeks until the maximum weekly dose is met.
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=D1A5394E2B5F4A358A65C07D202E8955
https://www.cadth.ca/node/88649

BC PharmacCare Drug Information — semaglutide injection (Wegovy®) continued...

General drug and/or drug
study information

The Ministry of Health is reviewing Wegovy as an adjunct to a reduced
calorie diet and increased physical activity for chronic weight management
in adult patients with an initial body mass index (BMI)? of equal to or
greater than 27 kg/m? and established cardiovascular (CV) disease (heart
attack, stroke, or peripheral arterial disease).

Obesity is a chronic disease where excess body fat impairs health and
increases the risk of long-term health complications. The presence of
overweight (BMI over 25) and obesity (BMI over 30) are considered major
contributors to CV disease progression. In 2022, the estimated prevalence
of obesity was 30% of individuals living in Canada aged 18 years or older.

The active ingredient in Wegovy, semaglutide, is similar to a natural
hormone called glucagon-like peptide-1 (GLP-1) that is released from the
intestine after a meal. Semaglutide works by causing you to feel full and
less hungry. Wegovy should be used along with a reduced calorie diet and
increased physical activity.

Studies looked at the following:

e (CVoutcomes as measured by the following:

o Time to first event adjudication committee (EAC)-confirmed
major adverse CV event (MACE), defined as the following: CV
death, non-fatal heart attack (myocardial infarction), or non-fatal
stroke.

o Time to EAC-confirmed CV death

o Time to first EAC-confirmed composite heart failure (HF)
outcome®

o Time to EAC-confirmed all-cause death

o Time to first EAC-confirmed non-fatal myocardial infarction

o Time to first EAC-confirmed non-fatal stroke

e Glucose metabolism as measured by the following:

o Time to first occurrence of hemoglobin A1Ce of greater than or
equal to 48 mmol/mol (6.5%)

e Renal (kidney) outcomes as measured by the following:

o Time to first composite nephropathy event. Nephropathy, is
damage to or disease of a kidney.®

e Changes from baseline in body weight at week 104
e Health-related quality of life (HRQoL) as measured by the following:
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BC PharmacCare Drug Information — semaglutide injection (Wegovy®) continued...

Drug information

e Changes from baseline in Euroquol-5 dimension (EQ-5D) index
scores at week 104
e Changes from baseline in Euroquol Visual Analogue Scale (EQ
VAS) score at week 104
e Symptom burden as measured by changes from baseline in weight

related sign and symptom measure (WRSSM) total scores at week
104

e Badreactions
e Serious bad reactions
e Patients leaving the trial due to bad reactions

e Bad reactions of special interest such as CV adverse events,
cholelithiasis (gallstones), nausea, vomiting, constipation,
gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), and pancreatitis
(inflammation of the pancreas).

Other considerations None

Note:

CDA-AMC (Canada’s Drug Agency-L'’Agence des Médicaments du Canada) is a national organization that
reviews drugs on behalf of Canadian public sector plans when drug manufacturers want those plans to
provide coverage for the drug. For detailed information about the PharmaCare drug review process,
including the role of the CDA-AMC Reimbursement Review (CRR) in that process, visit How PharmaCare
Decides Which Drugs to Cover.

@ Body mass index (BMI) is a screening tool that measures the ratio of an adult’s height to weight to estimate the amount of body
fat.

b Studies often combine several events, for example, death or heart attack or stroke, into a single study outcome. This is called a
composite outcome or endpoint. In this study, the composite HF outcome included cardiovascular death, hospitalization for heart
failure, or urgent heart failure visit.

¢ A hemoglobin A1C (HbA1C) test is a blood test that shows what your average blood sugar (glucose) level was over the past two to
three months.

4 Studies often combine several events, for example, death or heart attack or stroke, into a single study outcome. This is called a
composite outcome or endpoint. In this study, the 5-component composite nephropathy endpoint consisted of 1) onset of
persistent macroalbuminuria (a condition where there is excess albumin in the urine), 2) persistent 50% reduction in estimated
glomerular filtration rate (eGFR) compared with baseline (a test that measures how well your kidneys are filtering waste from your
blood), 3) onset of persistent eGFR less than 15 mL/min/1.73 m?, 4) initiation of chronic renal replacement therapy (i.e., dialysis or
transplantation), or 5) renal death.
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BC PharmacCare Drug Information — semaglutide injection (Wegovy®) continued...

Cost of the drug compared to other drugs used to treat the same indication

Generic Name PharmacCare Dosage Form Usual Dose Annual Cost of
(Brand Name) Status Therapy®
of (if and how the
Drug Comparator | drugis already
covered)
semaglutide Under Review Multi-use prefilled Once weekly $5 471"
(Wegovy) pen

Other forms of injectable semaglutide (indicated for the treatment of type 2 diabetes)

semaglutide
(Ozempic)

Limited Coverage
For the treatment of
type 2 diabetes

Multi-use prefilled
pen

Once weekly

$3,061 to $6,122

€ All prices as per PharmaCare Formulary unless otherwise specified.
f Manufacturer’s submitted price plus 8% markup.
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http://www.gov.bc.ca/pharmacarespecialauthority

BC PharmacCare Drug Information — semaglutide injection (Wegovy®) continued...

The Drug Review Process in B.C.

A manufacturer submits a request to the Ministry of Health (Ministry).

An independent group called the Drug Benefit Council (DBC) gives advice to the Ministry. The
DBC looks at:

whether the drug is safe and effective

advice from a national group called Canada's Drug Agency-L’Agence des médicaments
du Canada (CDA-AMC)

what the drug costs and whether it is a good value to the citizens of B.C.

ethical considerations related to covering or not covering the drug

input from physicians, patients, caregivers, patient groups and drug submission
sponsors

The Ministry makes PharmaCare coverage decisions by taking into account:

existing PharmaCare policies, programs and resources

the evidence-informed advice of the DBC

the drugs already covered by PharmaCare to treat similar medical conditions
the overall cost of covering the drug

For more information about the drug review process in B.C., visit: the How PharmaCare decides which

drugs to cover.

This document provides information only.

It does not take the place of advice from a physician or other qualified health care provider.
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