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The drug below is being considered for possible coverage under the B.C. PharmaCare program. PharmaCare is 
a government-funded drug plan that helps British Columbians with the cost of eligible prescription drugs and 
specific medical supplies. For more information on PharmaCare, visit Ministry of Health - PharmaCare. 

PharmaCare reviews each drug for treating a specific illness or medical condition (known as an “indication”). 
If a decision is made to cover the drug, it will be only for that illness or condition. 

In some cases, PharmaCare may cover a drug only for people who have the illness or condition and have not 
responded to other drugs used to treat that illness or condition.  

For more information on PharmaCare’s drug coverage review process, see the last page of this information 
sheet.  

Information about the drug 

Generic name (scientific name) empagliflozin 

Brand name Jardiance®   

Manufacturer Boehringer Ingelheim (Canada) Ltd. 

Indication Chronic heart failure 

Has the drug been reviewed by 
the Common Drug 
Review (CDR)? 
(see the note below this table.)  

Yes 
For more information about the CDR’s review of empagliflozin (Jardiance), you can 
Search the CDR Reports. 

Public input start date Wednesday, July 27, 2022 

Public input closing date Wednesday, August 24, 2022, AT MIDNIGHT  

How is the drug taken?  Empagliflozin is taken orally (by mouth). 

How often is the drug taken?  Empagliflozin is taken once daily. 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.page?id=D1A5394E2B5F4A358A65C07D202E8955
https://www.cadth.ca/node/88649
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Information about the drug 

General drug and/or drug 
study information  

Empagliflozin is used to treat chronic heart failure in adults. Heart failure is a condition 
in which the heart is unable to pump blood well enough to meet the needs of the 
body. Symptoms can include breathlessness, fatigue, exercise intolerance, and fluid 
build-up, which can lead to swelling of the feet, ankles, legs, and the accumulation of 
fluid in the lungs.  

Empagliflozin belongs to a class of medicines called sodium-glucose co-transporter 2 
(SGLT2) inhibitors. It removes excess sugar from the body through the urine. This 
reduces the amount of sugar in the blood. Empagliflozin can also affect other organs 
and functions in your body (e.g., blood vessels, the heart and kidneys) to provide 
cardiovascular benefits. 

Studies looked at the following: 

• The time to first cardiovascular (CV) death or hospitalization for heart failure 
(HHF) 

• Occurrence of HHF (first and recurrent) 
• Changes from baseline in kidney function (estimated glomerular filtration rate 

[eGFR] slope of change from baseline) 
• Health-related quality of life, and heart failure symptoms 
• Changes from baseline in the Kansas City Cardiomyopathy Questionnaire 

(KCCQ) clinical summary score 
• KCCQ total symptom score 

• Bad reactions 
• Serious bad reactions 
• Patients leaving the trial due to bad reactions 
• Bad reactions of special interest: For example, acute kidney failure, 

ketoacidosis, adverse events leading to lower limb amputation, genital 
infections, low blood pressure, confirmed hypoglycaemic (very low blood 
sugar) events, urinary tract infections, and bone fractures.  

Other considerations  
 
Note: 
The Common Drug Review (CDR) is a national organization that reviews drugs on behalf of Canadian public sector plans 
when manufacturers want to have the jurisdictions provide coverage for the drugs. For detailed information on 
B.C. PharmaCare’s drug review process, including the role of the CDR in that process, see The Drug Review Process in 
B.C. - Overview. 
 
 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/DownloadAsset?assetId=C91441F9DFB74F8A9F6C80472809A1A9&filename=drugrevproc2.pdf
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/DownloadAsset?assetId=C91441F9DFB74F8A9F6C80472809A1A9&filename=drugrevproc2.pdf
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Cost of the drug under review compared to other drugs used to treat the same indication  

generic name  
(Brand Name) of 
Drug Comparator 

PharmaCare Status  
(if and how the drug is 

already covered) 

Dosage Form Usual Dose Annual Cost of 
Therapya 

Empagliflozin 
(Jardiance) 

Under review for heart 
failure, 

Limited Coverage 
for type 2 diabetes 

Tablet Once daily $1,091b 

Other Sodium-Glucose Cotransporter-2 Inhibitors Indicated for the Treatment of Heart Failure 

Dapagliflozin  
(Forxiga) Limited Coverage Tablet Once daily  $1,073 

Standard of Care Treatments Indicated for the Treatment of Heart Failure 
Angiotensin-converting enzyme (ACE)-inhibitors  

Captopril  
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA and RDP Tablet Three times daily $661 

Cilazapril  
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA and RDP Tablet Once daily $169 

Enalapril  
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA and RDP Tablet Twice daily $209 

Fosinopril 
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA and RDP Tablet Once daily $103 to $206 

Lisinopril 
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA and RDP Tablet Once daily $77 to $193 

Perindopril 
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA and RDP Tablet Once daily $82 

Quinapril 
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA and RDP Tablet Twice daily $366 

Angiotensin II receptor blockers (ARBs) 

Candesartan 
(generics) 

Limited Coverage subject 
to LCA and RDP Tablet Once daily $90 

Valsartan Limited Coverage, 
subject to LCA and RDP Tablet   Twice daily  $170 

Angiotensin receptor-neprilysin inhibitor (ARNI) 

Sacubitril/valsartan 
(Entresto) 

Limited Coverage, 
subject to LCA and RDP Tablet Twice daily  $2,922 

Beta blockers indicated in heart failure 

 
a All prices as per Pharmacare formulary unless otherwise specified. 
b Manufacturer’s submitted price, plus 8% markup. 

http://www.gov.bc.ca/pharmacarespecialauthority
http://www.gov.bc.ca/pharmacarespecialauthority
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
http://www.gov.bc.ca/pharmacarespecialauthority
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
http://www.gov.bc.ca/pharmacarespecialauthority
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
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Cost of the drug under review compared to other drugs used to treat the same indication  

generic name  
(Brand Name) of 
Drug Comparator 

PharmaCare Status  
(if and how the drug is 

already covered) 

Dosage Form Usual Dose Annual Cost of 
Therapya 

Carvedilol Limited Coverage Tablet Twice daily $162 

Mineralocorticoid receptor antagonists 

Eplerenone 
(Inspra) Non-Benefit Tablet Once daily $752c 

Spironolactone 
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA Tablet Once daily $75 to $150 

Other treatments indicated in heart failure  

Bumetanide 
(Burinex) Regular Benefit Tablet Once daily $312 to $2,380 

Digoxin 
(Toloxin) Regular Benefit Tablet Once daily $133 to $266 

Furosemide 
(generics) 

Regular Benefit, subject 
to LCA Tablet Once daily $13 to $28 

Ivabradine 
(Lancora) Limited Coverage Tablet Twice daily $704 to $1,288 

 

 
c Price as per CDR Pharmacoeconomic Review Report for empagliflozin (Jardiance).  

http://www.gov.bc.ca/pharmacarespecialauthority
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/low-cost-alternative-lca-and-reference-drug-program-rdp-data-files
http://www.gov.bc.ca/pharmacarespecialauthority
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The Drug Review Process in B.C. 

 
A manufacturer submits a request to the Ministry of Health (Ministry).  

 
An independent group called the Drug Benefit Council (DBC) gives advice to the Ministry. The DBC looks at: 

• whether the drug is safe and effective 
• advice from a national group called the Common Drug Review (CDR)  
• what the drug costs and whether it is a good value for the people of B.C. 
• ethical considerations involved with covering or not covering the drug 
• input from physicians, patients, caregivers, patient groups and drug submission sponsors  

 
The Ministry makes PharmaCare coverage decisions by taking into account: 

• the existing PharmaCare policies, programs and resources 
• the evidence-informed advice of the DBC 
• the drugs already covered by PharmaCare that are used to treat similar medical conditions 
• the overall cost of covering the drug 

 
For more information about the B.C. Drug Review Process, visit: The Drug Review Process in B.C. - Overview. 

 
This document is intended for information only.  

It does not take the place of advice from a physician or other qualified health care provider. 
 

 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.page?id=128B4FDB7E004D6DA40A1B0D061903A7
https://www.cadth.ca/cdr
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/DownloadAsset?assetId=C91441F9DFB74F8A9F6C80472809A1A9&filename=drugrevproc2.pdf

