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The PharmaCare Newsletter
team works from the territory
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today as the Songhees and
Esquimalt Nations. Our
gratitude extends to them and
all Indigenous Peoples on
whose territories and lands we
live and work.

BC PharmacCare counts on
pharmacies and device
providers to practice humility.
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Together for Wellness, a series
of articles by the First Nations
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taking the San'yas Indigenous
Cultural Safety course.
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Refills

Your dose of drug information in between sessions

miss out on news and

Q: What do COPD guidelines recommend regarding inhaled corticosteroid (ICS)
discontinuation in people with COPD?

A: The answer is in the current edition of PAD Refills. Make sure to subscribe so you don't

updates!



http://www.gov.bc.ca/pharmacies
http://www.gov.bc.ca/programs
http://www.gov.bc.ca/deviceproviders
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pad-service/bc-pad-refills
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=E5FE70046ACD403B9CFC0966B37974F8#cmf-ui-subscribe
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Registration open for UBC CPPD lab test course

Registration is now open for the UBC Continuing Pharmacy Professional Development (CPPD) course,
Introduction to Ordering and Interpretation of Laboratory Tests.

The free, three-credit online course provides an overview of ordering and interpreting laboratory tests for
pharmacists, including:

e Which tests to order for monitoring client medications

e How to interpret a laboratory test result and apply findings

e Principles of laboratory stewardship to ensure appropriate use of laboratory tests
e Client scenarios for applied learning

Visit Introduction to Ordering and Interpretation of Laboratory Tests for Pharmacists to enrol. Registration
is open from January 15, 2025, to January 15, 2026. An additional course will be offered in March 2025.

Pharmacists must obtain an MSP practitioner number and register with laboratory operators before they
can refer for, or order, laboratory tests. Refer to Requirements for laboratory test referrals for details.

Resources

e Introduction to Ordering and Interpretation of Laboratory Tests for Pharmacists
e Requirements for laboratory test referrals

Salbutamol metered-dose inhaler shortage

All brands and DINs of salbutamol 100 mcg metered-dose inhalers are in shortage until late March 2025
due to manufacturing disruptions. During this shortage, BC PharmaCare is temporarily covering the
salbutamol 200 mcg inhaler Ventolin® Diskus® manufactured by Glaxo Smith Kline (DIN 2243115) as a
regular benefit.

The Ministry of Health is actively working with manufacturers, health care professional associations and
Health Canada to mitigate the impacts of this shortage.

To be notified of updates, subscribe to the Drug shortages web page.
Resources

e Drug shortages

BC Ministry of Health


https://courses.cpe.ubc.ca/browse/ubcv/pharmaceutical-sciences-cpe/cppd-isps/labs/courses/intro-to-labs
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=4B49634AB86746F29A522BCFDFEF2840
https://courses.cpe.ubc.ca/browse/ubcv/pharmaceutical-sciences-cpe/cppd-isps/labs/courses/intro-to-labs
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=4B49634AB86746F29A522BCFDFEF2840
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=FCFD1DA0B80F45E48056FFE99CEF3155#cmf-ui-subscribe
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/drug-shortage-information
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/drug-shortage-information
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Reminder: New PharmacCare registration poster

Remember to display the new PharmaCare
registration poster and encourage all your clients

to register for Fair PharmaCare! finutes to register.

verage for life!

Additional resources are available for clients, such
as PharmaCare information sheets, in 15
languages, and the PharmaCare brochure, which
you can order from HIBC by emailing
HIBCFormRequests@hibc.gov.bc.ca.

Support pharmacy staff by providing resources
such as BC PharmaCare Essential Links for health
professionals and Contacting the PharmaCare

Help Desk posters.

B.C. residency requirements for MSP and PharmacCare
enrolment and coverage

All PharmacCare plans require B.C. residency. Most require enrolment in MSP*.

B.C. residents as defined by the Medicare Protection Act can enrol in MSP. The Act defines a resident as a
person who:

e is a citizen of Canada or is lawfully admitted to Canada for permanent residence,
e makes the person's home in British Columbia, and

e is physically present in British Columbia for

e atleast 6 months in a calendar year, or

e ashorter prescribed period

and includes a person who is deemed under the regulations to be a resident but does not include a
tourist or visitor to B.C.

When a person is no longer a resident
If a person fails to maintain residency requirements as outlined in the Act, their MSP and PharmaCare may
be cancelled.

For example, a person’s MSP coverage ends on the last day of the month that they make a permanent
move out of Canada. If they move within Canada, their MSP coverage ends after the health insurance wait
period is over in a new province or territory. PharmaCare coverage ends on the day that a person leaves
the province, whether to move within or outside Canada.

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/fair_pharmacare_registration_pharmacy_flyer.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/fair_pharmacare_registration_pharmacy_flyer.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=E310F8E62DF54CC3839C09C360BA595F
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/fpc05.pdf
mailto:HIBCFormRequests@hibc.gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/bc_pcare_essential_resources_for_health_professionals.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/bc_pcare_essential_resources_for_health_professionals.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacare-publications/pharmacare-policy-manual-2012/contacts-for-practitioners-and-providers/11-1pharmacare-help-desk-and-medical-practitioner-line
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacare-publications/pharmacare-policy-manual-2012/contacts-for-practitioners-and-providers/11-1pharmacare-help-desk-and-medical-practitioner-line
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96286_01
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Residents must contact Health Insurance BC to report a permanent move outside of B.C. to ensure their
MSP and PharmaCare coverage is cancelled appropriately.

Indicators of non-residence can include:

e Inconsistent pattern of medical claims

e Contact information outside of B.C./Canada

e Requests to have prescriptions mailed elsewhere

e Employment outside of B.C.

e Expired identification

¢ Immediate family/dependents reside outside of B.C.

If a pharmacy believes that a client does not meet the definition of a resident as required for coverage,
they may contact the Ministry's Eligibility, Compliance and Enforcement Unit (ECEU) at 604-660-2406 or by
email at HIth.InvestigationsUnit@gov.bc.ca.

The ECEU conducts residency and identity investigations based on residency criteria and initiates the
recovery of medical and PharmaCare benefits during ineligible periods. They work collaboratively with
Health Insurance BC, ICBC, and health authorities to prevent misuse of MSP and PharmaCare budgets.

*Exceptional Plan G coverage and Plan Z coverage is available for some medications for people in the MSP
wait period. Exceptional Plan G coverage must be applied for by a patient's prescriber.

How a person gets MSP coverage
To enrol in MSP and obtain a BC Services Card, most adults must complete two steps:

1. Submit a BC Application for Health and Drug Coverage to Health Insurance BC, including
foundation documents

2. Attend an ICBC driver licensing office, providing primary and secondary identification. Children
and Temporary Document Holders are not required to attend an ICBC office.

For MSP coverage, people must complete a wait period, consisting of the balance of the month in which
residence in B.C. is established, or re-established, plus two months.

First Nations Health Authority (FNHA) manages MSP for First Nations people in B.C. If an individual has
Status and needs to enrol in MSP, forms are available online or by phoning First Nations Health Benefits
at 1-855-550-5454.

Resources

e Application for Health and Drug Coverage

e MSP brochure

e Leaving B.C. booklet

e BC Medical Services Plan (MSP) - First Nations Health Authority

BC Ministry of Health


https://my.gov.bc.ca/oop/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=6121CEF9B3BB4EC78B7205213F6C694F
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=D058E333822B453DB019442DDF7E9F68
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/health-drug-coverage/ahdc
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/medical-services-plan/bc-residents/msp-brochure.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/medical-services-plan/leavingbc_brochure_web.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fnha.ca%2Fbenefits%2Fmsp&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7Ce72caf3713fb45c5597508dd44a52f1b%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638742198432317638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gxt0CS85sOJDq2SP1%2FGjV9NnWOo7WnbGIIXdsXdasvg%3D&reserved=0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/forms/178fil.pdf
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Policy spotlight: Pharmacist-initiated SA requests

‘ Pharmacists may request SA coverage when:

e Prescribing for minor ailments

® Prescribing OTC medications such as acetaminophen or NRT part-fills
e Adapting a prescription

* Applying for exceptional Plan Z coverage

Policy Spotlight:
Special Authority

requests by * Dispensing vancomycin following a hospital stay
pharmacists ¢ Collaborating with a prescriber as a B.C. health authority employee

Pharmacists can also draft a request for a prescriber to

review, sign, and submit.
www.gov.bc.ca/sadruglist

RAT kit payment update

Since the last newsletter, PharmaCare has paid pharmacies for COVID-19 rapid antigen test (RAT) kit
distribution as follows:

Payment month Payment date
November 2024 February 3, 2025

Pharmacies are paid $75 for each case of RAT kits distributed, and pharmacists are reminded to enter the
correct PIN for each case of RAT kits distributed.

e BTNX: 66128325
e Artron: 66128338

Resources

e 2024 PharmaCare Provider Payment Schedule (PDF, 165KB)
e 2025 PharmaCare Provider Payment Schedule (PDF, 120KB)

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/providerpaymentsched2024.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/providerpaymentschedule2025.pdf
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Formulary and listing updates

Limited coverage benefits: Infliximab (Remsima™ SC),

Cariprazine (Vraylar®)
PharmaCare has added the following limited coverage items to the PharmaCare drug list. Special Authority

approval is required for coverage.

Drug name Infliximab (Remsima™ SC)
Date January 21, 2025
Treatment of adults with moderately to severely active Crohn's disease, moderately to
Indication severely active ulcerative colitis, and moderately to severely active rheumatoid
arthritis.
o 02511576 S G 120 mg/mL pre-f?lled syringe
02511584 120 mg/mL pre-filled pen

Special notes

The Remsima™ SC products are a sterile solution for subcutaneous (SC)
administration. Previously, only intravenous (IV) formulations of infliximab were
available for Special Authority coverage.

Drug name Cariprazine (Vraylar®)
Date February 4, 2025
Indication Treatment of schizophrenia in adults.
02526794 1.5 mg capsule
02526808 3 mg capsule
DIN Strength & form
02526816 4.5 mg capsule
02526824 6 mg capsule

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=CAA18E8C1AFF4C7CA41F6CBBA27A2D1B
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=BAFD5A8E743D40F0BEBC818A578749E5
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=E6F65288ECB34E6A9010F1FCA742BBB6
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=E6F65288ECB34E6A9010F1FCA742BBB6
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=781EAFA9979F4E86B9E8966C07884176
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Coverage modification: Secukinumab (Cosentyx®)
Purpose of coverage modification: Adding new DIN.

Drug name Secukinumab (Cosentyx®)

Date January 28, 2025

Indication Treatment of adults with moderate to severe plaque psoriasis, active ankylosing
spondylitis, and active psoriatic arthritis.

DIN 02547724 | Strength & form | 150 mg/mL pre-filled syringe

Special notes

Previously, DIN 02438070 was used to represent the 150 mg/mL pre-filled pen and
pre-filled syringe. Once available on the market (anticipated in April 2025), DIN
02547724 will be assigned to the 150 mg/mL pre-filled syringe while DIN 02438070 will
remain assigned to the 150 mg/mL pre-filled pen.

Non-benefits: Efgartigimod Alfa (Vyvgart®)

PharmacCare has decided not to cover the following drug for the noted indication.

Drug name Efgartigimod Alfa (Vyvgart®)
Date January 8, 2025
As an add-on therapy for acetylcholine receptor antibody positive (AChR-Ab+)
Indication generalized myasthenia gravis (gMG) adult patients whose symptoms persist despite
adequate treatment with acetylcholinesterase inhibitors (AChEIs), corticosteroids (CSs),
and/or non-steroidal immunosuppressants (NSISTs).
Strength & . .
DIN 02541599 form 400 mg/20 mL (20 mg/mL) solution, for intravenous use

Plan P benefit: Oxycodone controlled-release (Apo-oxycodone CR)

A controlled-release (CR) formulation of oxycodone manufactured by Apotex Inc. (Apo-Oxycodone CR 5 mg)
has been added to the PharmaCare Plan P formulary.

Drug name Oxycodone HCL CR (Apo-oxycodone CR)
Date January 16, 2025
o For the management of pain severe enough to require daily, continuous, long-term
Indication opioid treatment that is opioid-responsive, and for which alternative options are
inadequate.
DIN 02366746 | Strength & form | 5 mg tablet

BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=0BC4A55E66DF4870BEE558909BF9DD95
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/D013CCD65A9848C1890E00039B43A089
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=7BBE4B270DBA40B8A949D92910E087A2
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Your Voice: Input needed for drug decisions

The knowledge and experience of patients, caregivers and patient groups is integral to B.C.'s drug review
process. If you know someone who is taking one of the drugs below or who has a condition any of the
drugs treat, please encourage them to visit www.gov.bc.ca/BCyourvoice.

Your Voice is now accepting input on the following drugs:

Drug

Indication

Input window

omaveloxolone (TBC)

Friedreich's ataxia (FA) in adults and
adolescents aged 16 years and older

January 29 to February 25 at 11:59 pm

crovalimab (TBC)

Paroxysmal nocturnal
hemoglobinuria (PNH)

January 29 to February 25 at 11:59 pm

Your Voice has extended the input window for the following drugs:

Drug

Indication

Input window

donanemab (TBC)

Alzheimer's disease in patients with
mild cognitive impairment or mild
dementia stage of disease

December 23 to February 19 at 11:59 pm

PharmacCare introduced the Children in the At Home Program (Plan F) in

1989, to support children with complex disabilities to live at home by
assisting the children’s families with the cost of the child's medications.

2

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=AD8E4224D5FE4ACA905154B384914934
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=AD8E4224D5FE4ACA905154B384914934
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=33F183B514AD488ABCB1F712FD1E695E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=F45DEAFBEEDC4279921E1DB83953EA04
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