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PA witness fee: Eligibility, PharmaNet codes, witness log

As announced in the December 2025 PharmaCare Newsletter (PDF, 714KB), the Ministry is working on a
new system to pay pharmacies a fee for witnessing doses of prescribed alternatives (PAs).

To be eligible for a PA witness fee:

e “SA" must be written on the prescription by the prescriber. If “SA” is missing, pharmacist can
confirm with prescriber, then enter associated PA intervention code in PharmaNet

e The drug must be on the PA drug list

e The drug must be ingested orally or applied topically (includes applying/removing fentanyl patch)

PAs witnessed in a community pharmacy must be witnessed by a pharmacist.

PAs witnessed as part of a delivery or outreach model of care (i.e., delivered directly to the client) must
be witnessed by a regulated health professional (e.g., pharmacist, nurse).

PAs witnessed in a clinic by a reqgulated health professional are not eligible for the PharmaCare witness
fee.

For full details on eligible witnessed doses of PAs, refer to the PharmaCare Policy Manual, Section 8.16:
Prescribed Alternatives Witnessing Fee.

PharmaNet notation
All doses of PAs witnessed in a community pharmacy or delivered to a client must be notated with “VS”
intervention code.

All non-witnessed doses of PAs dispensed in a community pharmacy must be notated with “SA”
intervention code (for “safer alternative”).

New intervention code for PAs witnessed in a clinic

When dispensing PAs to be witnessed in a clinic, pharmacies must use the new PharmaNet intervention
code “AW - PA sent for witnessing by other health care professional”. PharmaCare does not pay
pharmacies for witnessing that takes place in a clinic.

For full PharmaNet entry instructions, refer to PharmaCare Policy Manual, Section 8.16: Prescribed
Alternatives Witnessing Fee.

PA witness log requirements
As of December 4, 2025, each witnessed dose of PA must be recorded in a witness accountability log to
claim the PharmacCare witness fee. The log must include:

e Date and time drug was dispensed and witnessed
e Prescription or transaction number

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4AFB7C4A0C33422ABCDD1BCC3A1DED74
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=9F6C94D240F646C8BA09EEC487426DE8#PAdruglist
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=5C825362A7E54807B175DD0416E96466
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=5C825362A7E54807B175DD0416E96466
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=5C825362A7E54807B175DD0416E96466
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=5C825362A7E54807B175DD0416E96466
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e Quantity of drug witnessed

e Quantity provided as unwitnessed doses (“carries”), if any

e Total quantity dispensed

e Client signature

e Signature or initials of witnessing pharmacist (community pharmacy) or witnessing regulated
health professional (delivery or outreach model of care)

The PA witness log is for PharmaCare auditing purposes and not required when PharmaCare does not pay
a witness fee. This includes situations when:

e PAs are dispensed to a clinic for witnessing by a regulated health professional
e PAdrugs are not eligible for the witness fee (i.e., drugs not on PA drug list)
e Prescriber has indicated that PA doses are to be unwitnessed

The log is similar to the methadone witness log but includes the time the PA dose was witnessed and room
for the initials of the witnessing pharmacist or other regulated health professional. A sample is below.

Client name:
Date Time Rx or Quantity Quantity Total Address Time of Pharmacist/other Client
dispensed dispensed transaction witnessed unwitnessed quantity of delivery | health signature
number (“carries”) dispensed delivery professional
signature

Reference the PharmaCare PA witness fee claim flowchart (PDF, 82KB).

PA witness fee flowchart

START
\

Resources

e December 2025 PharmaCare Newsletter
e PharmaCare Policy Manual, Section 8.16: Prescribed alternatives
witnessing fee

[Article added December 24, 2025]

Nicotine buccal pouches no longer Schedule II drugs in B.C.,
but still subject to Health Canada rules

As of December 15, 2025, buccal pouches are no longer designated as Schedule II drugs in B.C., however
they remain subject to the rules of the Health Canada Supplementary Rules Respecting Nicotine
Replacement Therapies Order (PDF, 168KB).

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/9AC9CCCC877440A7B9E90150E1E354A9
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/9AC9CCCC877440A7B9E90150E1E354A9
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4AFB7C4A0C33422ABCDD1BCC3A1DED74
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SOR-2024-169.pdf
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SOR-2024-169.pdf
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These scheduling changes mean that the following nicotine replacement therapy products must remain
behind the counter, and require a client to consult with a pharmacist to access:

e Tobacco-free nicotine buccal pouches

The following products are no longer required to be sold behind the pharmacy counter. They must
contain 4 mg or less of nicotine.

e Nicotine sprays or inhalers

The scheduling change does not impact nicotine gum, lozenges or transdermal nicotine patches, as they
were never required to be sold behind the pharmacy counter.

Background

As described in the February 2024 PharmaCare Newsletter (PDF, 652KB), the Drug Schedules Regulation
was amended to designate buccal nicotine pouches as Schedule II drugs; this meant that they must be sold
by pharmacies only, for therapeutic use, and kept behind the counter. The regulation change was made to
prevent recreational use of the products, especially by youth.

Following the provincial regulation, Health Canada enacted the Health Canada Supplementary Rules
Respecting Nicotine Replacement Therapies Order (PDF, 168KB) on August 15, 2024. The Order applies to
the sale of buccal nicotine pouches classified as natural health products, that deliver 4 mg of nicotine or
less per dose and are sold as a nicotine replacement therapy to help adults quit smoking, and not for
recreational use or for non-smokers.

The Order requires the pouches to be sold exclusively by a pharmacist or an individual supervised by a
pharmacist and kept behind the pharmacy counter.

The Order also restricts flavours to mint and menthol (to reduce appeal to youth), prohibits packaging that
appeals to youth, requires a prominent warning about nicotine addiction on the package, and prohibits
advertising that suggests a purpose other than smoking cessation (i.e., recreational).

The federal Order has allowed the BC College of Pharmacists to repeal the provincial amendment to the
Drug Schedules Regulation.

Supporting clients to quit nicotine

Pharmacists are always encouraged to sign people up for the BC Smoking Cessation Program, which
covers the full cost of non-prescription nicotine replacement therapy (NRT) (e.g., gum, lozenges, patches)
and some or all the cost of prescribed medications. Learn more at Smoking Cessation Program -

information for health professionals.

As part of providing the Minor Ailments and Contraception Service (MACS), B.C. pharmacists can assess and
prescribe for nicotine dependence. Learn more at Minor Ailments and Contraception Service (MACS).

Resources

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/C5EB7D4238A9486CB43E707D7BD67540
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/9_98#:%7E:text=Schedule%20II%20%28Professional%20Service%20Area%29%3A%20Drugs%20which%20may,public%20access%20and%20no%20opportunity%20for%20patient%20self-selection.
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SOR-2024-169.pdf
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SOR-2024-169.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=7FB33422A96A4EEAB9471E7CF38A661E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=7FB33422A96A4EEAB9471E7CF38A661E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=F94E2535B1C74CA19DA9B33CB524F5F1
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e Health Canada Supplementary Rules Respecting Nicotine Replacement Therapies Order (PDF,
168KB)

e Drug Schedules Regulation

e February 2024 PharmaCare Newsletter (PDF, 652KB)

e Smoking Cessation Program - information for health professionals

e Minor Ailments and Contraception Service (MACS)

[Article added December 24, 2025]

Changes to dispensing fee, daily dispensing fee limits

Effective January 2, 2026, the Ministry of Health (the Ministry) will increase the maximum amount that
PharmaCare will pay per dispense, from $10 to $11.

Pharmacies may charge more than PharmaCare’s maximum reimbursement amount when the Full
Payment Policy does not apply.

Also effective January 2, 2026, the Ministry will decrease the maximum number of dispensing fees
PharmaCare will pay per day, from three to two for clients receiving daily dispensing. This means
PharmacCare will cover:

e One (1) dispensing fee per patient, per drug (DIN), per day—to a maximum of two (2) dispensing
fees per patient, per day

The decrease in daily dispensing fees is related to the ongoing reports of cash incentives provided to
people receiving daily dispensing of medications, as described in the February 2025 PharmaCare
Newsletter (PDF, 448KB).

As stated in the May 2024 PharmaCare Newsletter (PDF, 760KB), offering incentives to beneficiaries to use
a pharmacy service is strictly prohibited.

The Ministry will continue to monitor cash incentives paid by pharmacies and will consider further changes
to daily dispensing fees if necessary.

Resources

e PharmaCare Policy Manual, Section 8.2: Dispensing Fees

e PharmaCare Policy Manual, Section 8.3: Frequency of Dispensing Policy - Fee Limits
e February 2025 PharmaCare Newsletter (PDF, 448KB)

e May 2024 PharmaCare Newsletter (PDF, 760KB)

New policy for witnessing PA, pharmacy witness fees

The Ministry of Health has released the Access to Prescribed Alternatives in British Columbia: Policy
Direction, which outlines updated witness requirements for clients taking prescribed alternatives (PA).

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SOR-2024-169.pdf
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SOR-2024-169.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/9_98#:%7E:text=Schedule%20II%20%28Professional%20Service%20Area%29%3A%20Drugs%20which%20may,public%20access%20and%20no%20opportunity%20for%20patient%20self-selection.
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/C5EB7D4238A9486CB43E707D7BD67540
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=7FB33422A96A4EEAB9471E7CF38A661E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=F94E2535B1C74CA19DA9B33CB524F5F1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=86D55889EDD74641A17665907C5EE68F
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=86D55889EDD74641A17665907C5EE68F
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/newsletters/pharmacare_newsletter_february_2025.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/newsletters/pharmacare_newsletter_february_2025.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/newsletters/pharmacare_newsletter_may_2024.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=10EF1357191A48F4A32DBA161A43383E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=68DA71CA364A4C678B20E5CBE2D425E6
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/newsletters/pharmacare_newsletter_february_2025.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/newsletters/pharmacare_newsletter_may_2024.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/managing-your-health/mental-health-substance-use/information-sharing/prescribed_alternatives_policy.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/managing-your-health/mental-health-substance-use/information-sharing/prescribed_alternatives_policy.pdf
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To help clinicians follow the new PA policy, the BC Centre on Substance Use (BCCSU) released a new Clinical
Bulletin: Updated Prescribed Alternatives Policy—Implications for Clinical Practice. The bulletin replaces the
Interim Clinical Resource published on April 29, 2025.

Existing PA clients transition to witnessed dosing by December 30, 2025
The policy direction requires that all clients who have a PA prescription must transition to witnessed
dosing by December 30, 2025. This builds on previous requirements for witnessed dosing for new PA
clients, described in the February PharmaCare Newsletter (PDF, 448KB).

There are limited exemptions to witnessed dosing for clients in exceptional circumstances. These include:

e Clients from rural, remote and Indigenous communities who do not have routine access to a
pharmacy

e Clients with employment obligations, who may be permitted unwitnessed doses during work hours
when they have achieved clinical stability

e Clients titrating onto opioid agonist treatment (OAT)

Full details on exemptions to witnessed dosing can be found in Access to Prescribed Alternatives in British
Columbia: Policy Direction. For case-based support, clinicians should consult BCCSU's 24/7 line at 778-945-
7619.

PA witness fees for pharmacies

The Ministry is working on a new payment system to pay pharmacies a fee for witnessing doses of PAs.
Pharmacies can expect to receive payments in spring 2026, once the new payment system is ready to be
implemented. Pharmacies will receive retroactive payments for witnessed doses of PA recorded in
PharmaNet from June 18, 2025, onwards.

Pharmacies will be paid a fee for each eligible dose of witnessed PA medications up to a daily maximum.
Fee amounts are based on the type of medication.

To be eligible for a PA witness fee:

e “SA”" must be written on the prescription by the prescriber. If “SA” is missing, pharmacist can
confirm with prescriber, then enter associated PA intervention code in PharmaNet

e The drug must be on the PA drug list below

e The drug must be ingested orally or applied topically (includes applying/removing fentanyl patch)

PAs witnessed in a community pharmacy must be witnessed by a pharmacist.

PAs witnessed as part of a delivery or outreach model of care (i.e., delivered directly to the client) must
be witnessed by a regulated health professional (e.g., pharmacist, nurse).

PAs witnessed in a clinic by a regulated health professional are not eligible for the PharmaCare witness
fee.

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www.bccsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Clinical-Bulletin-Prescribed-Alternatives-Policy-Implications-for-Clinical-Practice_Website-Version-for-1Dec2025.pdf
https://www.bccsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Clinical-Bulletin-Prescribed-Alternatives-Policy-Implications-for-Clinical-Practice_Website-Version-for-1Dec2025.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/3BF3ABC1DBC64062B557675D09333903
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/managing-your-health/mental-health-substance-use/information-sharing/prescribed_alternatives_policy.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/managing-your-health/mental-health-substance-use/information-sharing/prescribed_alternatives_policy.pdf
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PharmacCare will pay a maximum number of daily witness fees per client per day, as detailed on the PA

drug list below. Witnessed doses must be notated with the PharmaNet intervention code “VS - Other
outcome or intervention”.

Claims must be submitted on the day the PA was dispensed and witnessed. Claim reversals will not be paid.

Claims submitted on a different date than the actual dispense will not be paid and/or will be subject to

recovery.

PA drugs eligible for a witness fee - includes all dosages

Drug class

Opioid

Benzodiazepine

Stimulants

BC Ministry of Health

Chemical type

Fentanyl
Fentanyl

Hydromorphone
Hydromorphone
Hydromorphone
Morphine

Morphine

Morphine
Oxycodone

Oxycodone
Alprazolam, clobazam,
clonazepam,
diazepam, lorazepam,
oxazepam
Chlordiazepoxide
Lorazepam

Dextroamphetamine

Dextroamphetamine

Dextroamphetamine

Lisdexamfetamine
Methylphenidate

Formulation type

Patch

Tablet

(e.g., Fentora)
Capsule 12h ER
Tablet

Syrup

Capsule 12h ER
(e.g., M-Eslon)
Tablet ER

(e.g., MS Contin)
Syrup

Tablet 12h ER
(e.g., Oxyneo)
Tablet

Tablet

Capsule
Sublingual
tablet

Capsule ER
(e.g., Dexedrine
Spansule)
Tablet

Capsule ER 24h

(e.g., Adderall XR)

Capsule
CSBP 40-60
(e.g., Biphentin)

Witness fee
amount
$10

$7

$4
$4
$4
$4
$4

$4
$4

$4
$4

$4
$4

$4

$4

$4

$4

Daily maximum
number of fees
1
3

N W W N
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Methylphenidate Tablet ER 24h $4 1
(e.g., Concerta)

Methylphenidate Tablet $4 3

Methylphenidate Tablet ER $4 2

(e.g., Ritalin SR)

New PA requirement: Witness accountability logs
As of December 4, 2025, pharmacies witnessing PA must record each witnessed interaction in a witness
accountability log. The log must include:

e Date and time drug was dispensed and witnessed

e Prescription or transaction number

e Quantity of drug witnessed

e Quantity provided as unwitnessed doses (“carries”), if any

e Total quantity dispensed

e Client signature

e Signature or initials of witnessing pharmacist (community pharmacy) or witnessing regulated
health professional (delivery or outreach model of care)

The PA witness log is for PharmaCare auditing purposes and not required when PharmaCare does not pay
a witness fee. This includes situations when:

e PAs are dispensed to a clinic for witnessing by a regulated health professional
e PAdrugs are not eligible for the witness fee (i.e., drugs not on PA drug list)
e Prescriber has indicated that PA doses are to be unwitnessed

Any fees associated with the dispense, including the witness fee, will be recovered if the log is not filled out
correctly.

Previous PharmaNet entry requirements are still in place, including “SA” and “VS" notation. For full details
on PharmaNet entry instructions for witnessed PA doses, refer to PharmaCare Policy Manual, Section 8.16:
Prescribed Alternatives Witnessing Fee.

Resources

e Access to Prescribed Alternatives in British Columbia: Policy Direction

e February PharmaCare Newsletter (PDF, 448KB)

e C(Clinical Bulletin: Updated Prescribed Alternatives Policy—Implications for Clinical Practice
e Prescribed alternatives

[Article updated December 24, 2025]

_ BC Ministry of Health


/gov/content?id=5C825362A7E54807B175DD0416E96466
/gov/content?id=5C825362A7E54807B175DD0416E96466
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/managing-your-health/mental-health-substance-use/mental-health-and-substance-use-information-and-publications/prescribed_alternatives_policy.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/newsletters/pharmacare_newsletter_february_2025.pdf
https://www.bccsu.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Clinical-Bulletin-Prescribed-Alternatives-Policy-Implications-for-Clinical-Practice_Website-Version-for-1Dec2025.pdf
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=9F6C94D240F646C8BA09EEC487426DE8
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NRT coverage continues under BC Smoking Cessation Program

The Ministry of Health has renewed its agreement with the supplier of Nicoderm-branded nicotine
replacement therapy (NRT) products, effective January 1, 2026.

This means that coverage of Nicoderm- and Nicorette-branded NRT products, including Nicoderm®
patches, Nicorette® gums and Nicorette® lozenges will continue under the BC Smoking Cessation Program
(PharmaCare Plan S).

For a list of covered NRTs and prescription smoking cessation drugs, refer to Eligible smoking cessation
products. For more information about the BC Smoking Cessation Program, visit PharmaCare Policy Manual,
Section 7.10: Smoking Cessation Program (Plan S).

Resources

e Get help quitting tobacco

e Smoking Cessation Program

e Eligible smoking cessation products

e PharmaCare Policy Manual, Section 7.10: Smoking Cessation Program (Plan S)

Recall - Freestyle Libre 3 Plus sensors

Abbott is issuing a recall for some FreeStyle Libre 3 Plus sensors, which it says may provide incorrect low

glucose readings. People using FreeStyle Libre 3 Plus sensors should check their sensor's serial number to
find out if it is affected by the recall.

The issue does not apply to the FreeStyle Libre 3 reader and app or any other Libre product (such as
FreeStyle Libre 2).

Resources

e Urgent medical device recall: FreeStyle Libre 3 Plus Sensors

Ensure correct Pract ID is used in local software user accounts

When creating a pharmacist or pharmacy technician user account in your local software, be sure that the
Pract ID you enter is accurate. Regularly review staff profiles in your local software to confirm that Pract ID
numbers match the correct employees and that no placeholders are being used.

Staff who no longer work at your location should be deactivated in your local software. This also applies to
any supervisor and IT accounts. All PharmaNet transactions must be attributed to a licensed pharmacist or
pharmacy technician. Please remember that PharmaNet is a production environment, not a test
environment.

_ BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=7FB33422A96A4EEAB9471E7CF38A661E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=581DAB035FF54548B6B2977FB47E70CD
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=581DAB035FF54548B6B2977FB47E70CD
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=60C937B50FB544CA917580C4D9845A29
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=60C937B50FB544CA917580C4D9845A29
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=8CC17D1F894140748D740853F361D798
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=7FB33422A96A4EEAB9471E7CF38A661E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=581DAB035FF54548B6B2977FB47E70CD
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=60C937B50FB544CA917580C4D9845A29
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freestylecheck.com%2Fca-en%2Fhome.html%3Futm_source%3DFSL-ecrm%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3DUrgent-Recall-ADC-123967v3.0%26utm_term%3DE-02&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C7618aff6cae148297ebf08de2dd3f94e%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638998585593480319%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FXk3Y31lHd94VF25AKKhOBuW5XdpF1woK3k2m3JRSgs%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freestylecheck.com%2Fca-en%2Fproduct-lookup.html&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C7618aff6cae148297ebf08de2dd3f94e%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638998585593510902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sWdix1MIXDFb4zTKLVCZtUx33bep33b9aOXd6dGN7cQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freestylecheck.com%2Fca-en%2Fhome.html%3Futm_source%3DFSL-ecrm%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3DUrgent-Recall-ADC-123967v3.0%26utm_term%3DE-02&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C7618aff6cae148297ebf08de2dd3f94e%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638998585593529140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6mWcuxvvNjomJc6jQsd1R6WaAWKpW%2FHJd%2FeyRvAjFdQ%3D&reserved=0
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Finally, review all prescriber profiles to ensure they are only attributed to practitioners with valid
prescribing authority.

Resources

e PharmacCare Policy Manual, Section 3.7: Medical Practitioners - Prescriber IDs and Practitioner
Reference IDs
e Appendix C—Practitioner IDs and Pract Ref IDs

New webpages - treating clients with substance use disorder

PharmacCare has launched new webpages to consolidate key resources for pharmacists and other clinicians
who support B.C. residents with substance use disorders.

The new webpages include PharmaCare related information for treating clients with:

e Opioid use disorder (OUD)

e Prescribed alternatives (PA) @

e Alcohol use disorder (AUD)

¢ Nicotine dependence e

These webpages include information on recommended training for health care practitioners who support
clients with substance use disorders, and BC PharmaCare coverage for drug treatment options.

Pharmacists and prescribers will find guidance on opioid agonist treatment (OAT) and PA prescription
requirements, recordkeeping, full details on eligible pharmacy fees, drug use evaluation checks, and more.

Visit the new webpages to access PharmaCare resources for addiction care in B.C.
Resources

e Opioid use disorder

e Prescribed alternatives
e Alcohol use disorder

e Nicotine dependence

Reminder: Requirements for pharmacists referring for
laboratory tests

Since August 30, 2024, pharmacists in B.C. can order certain laboratory tests for the purpose of medication
management. As a reminder, before referring for laboratory tests, pharmacists must complete the
following steps:

1. Apply for and receive a unique MSP practitioner number by completing and submitting
the Application for MSP Practitioner Number for Pharmacists (PDF, 1.1MB). Health Insurance BC will
provide the pharmacist with their unique MSP practitioner number via mail.

m BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=406E9EFE78094F9F839CFB54DD4BB080
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=406E9EFE78094F9F839CFB54DD4BB080
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=1801BCBB966940D29EA910E62514540E
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=2A232B6ED7244455953074C5D6B12DCF
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=9F6C94D240F646C8BA09EEC487426DE8
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=17943FAC689D47C0A6EC4669A7E02E37
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=F9628A84F2E04093A9E036C271F6297D
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=2A232B6ED7244455953074C5D6B12DCF
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=9F6C94D240F646C8BA09EEC487426DE8
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=17943FAC689D47C0A6EC4669A7E02E37
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=F9628A84F2E04093A9E036C271F6297D
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=6853F49F45E340629828388D34635FD6
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/forms/3002fil.pdf
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2. Register with laboratory operators by completing the Pharmacist Laboratory Registration Form
(PDF, 243KB) and emailing it to the Provincial Laboratory Medicine Services (PLMS)
at pracbenefitscheds@phsa.ca. PLMS will contact the pharmacist via email to confirm that
registration was completed.

For any registration-related questions, pharmacists should contact PLMS at pracbenefitscheds@phsa.ca.

For any other issues or questions, visit Laboratory services for health professionals or contact the team at
labservices@gov.bc.ca.
Resources

e Pharmacists ordering lab tests

e Application for MSP Practitioner Number for Pharmacists (PDF, 1.1MB)
e Pharmacist Laboratory Registration Form (PDF, 243KB)

e Laboratory services for health professionals

TI Letter: Escitalopram vs citalopram

The Therapeutics Initiative published a Therapeutics Letter comparing escitalopram and
citalopram. Evidence suggests no meaningful advantage of escitalopram over citalopram, despite
higher costs.

Visit TL 159: Escitalopram vs Citalopram to read the Letter.

Resources

e Therapeutics Initiative - [159] Escitalopram vs. citalopram: one enantiomer’s dominance reflects

marketing, not evidence
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http://www.phsa.ca/plms/Documents/Pharmacist%20Laboratory%20Registration%20Form.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/plms/Documents/Pharmacist%20Laboratory%20Registration%20Form.pdf
mailto:pracbenefitscheds@phsa.ca
mailto:pracbenefitscheds@phsa.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=BD40CABFE6604ECC974A0A698FFFE426
mailto:labservices@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=6853F49F45E340629828388D34635FD6
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/forms/3002fil.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/plms/Documents/Pharmacist%20Laboratory%20Registration%20Form.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=BD40CABFE6604ECC974A0A698FFFE426
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ti.ubc.ca%2F2025%2F11%2F13%2F159-escitalopram-vs-citalopram%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C85590102c286442f540008de2303e98f%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638986696973662910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XaRvoCq91LjYt%2FyxQauKA%2BLFFVp2gqDItRieLvxUqOg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ti.ubc.ca%2F2025%2F11%2F13%2F159-escitalopram-vs-citalopram%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C85590102c286442f540008de2303e98f%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638986696973640442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7HfBS4yySxg%2FF%2FU746f%2Fiyuzj7VpQFXiFuybnfkADeQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ti.ubc.ca%2F2025%2F11%2F13%2F159-escitalopram-vs-citalopram%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C85590102c286442f540008de2303e98f%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638986696973640442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7HfBS4yySxg%2FF%2FU746f%2Fiyuzj7VpQFXiFuybnfkADeQ%3D&reserved=0
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Reminder: Pharmacist interviews about nicotine cessation
supportin B.C.

A Ministry-funded research study by the University of British Columbia continues to seek input from
community pharmacists providing non-pharmacologic nicotine cessation support to patients in B.C.

Community pharmacists who complete a 30-minute one-on-one interview with the research team will
receive a $50 honorarium for their participation. To take part in the study, contact Dr. Karen Dahri at
karen.dahri®@vch.ca.

Smoking cessation is part of the Minor Ailments and Contraception Services (MACS) provided by B.C.
community pharmacists. The goal of the interviews is to determine how community pharmacists in B.C.
deliver non-pharmacologic nicotine cessation support to individuals who smoke and/or vape and related
barriers and facilitators to providing this service.

Resources

e Smoking cessation - BC PharmaCare
e Minor Ailments and Contraception Services (MACS) - BC PharmaCare
e Ministry of Health Research Seed Grant Program - UBC

Reminder: Pharmacist survey about PharmacCare

Pharmacists know their community well—and we want to learn from you. The PharmaCare Community
Outreach Survey is open from November 13, 2025 to January 2, 2026, to solicit pharmacist experience and
ideas for improving public knowledge about PharmacCare.

The BC PharmaCare communications team is launching a project to help community organizations, from
libraries to refugee settlement agencies, share information about PharmaCare with the people they serve.

By completing our short survey, pharmacists can help us understand what pharmacy clients don't know
about PharmaCare and what they should know. The survey also invites ideas for ways for us to share
information.

We want to create more opportunities for people to learn about PharmaCare coverage. We hope the
project will mean fewer questions for pharmacists about BC PharmaCare.

Visit PharmaCare Community Outreach Survey to take part. The survey has seven questions and will be
open from November 13 to January 2, 2026.

BC Ministry of Health


mailto:karen.dahri@vch.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/smoking-cessation-program-for-health-professionals
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/initiatives/ppmac
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/smoking-cessation-program-for-health-professionals
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/initiatives/ppmac
https://health.ubc.ca/interdisciplinary-health-research/ministry-health-research-seed-grant-program
https://surveymoh.health.gov.bc.ca/public/survey/pharmacist-survey-building-community-knowledge-about-pharmacare
https://surveymoh.health.gov.bc.ca/public/survey/pharmacist-survey-building-community-knowledge-about-pharmacare
https://surveymoh.health.gov.bc.ca/public/survey/pharmacist-survey-building-community-knowledge-about-pharmacare
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You can email us at pharmacareinfo@gov.bc.ca if you'd rather share your thoughts by email or to set up a
call. If you are not a pharmacist, you are also welcome to reach out.

Pharmacist survey questions

1. Do your clients express difficulty understanding PharmaCare coverage or policies?
2. What do you wish your clients knew about PharmaCare?

3. Which community organizations do you interact with most?

4. What do you wish students or new graduates in health care knew about PharmaCare before starting
work?

5. What types of communication materials are helpful for sharing PharmaCare information with staff?
6. What types of communication materials are helpful for sharing PharmaCare information with clients?

7. Is there anything else you would like to add?

o Non-pharmacists can email us with thoughts, ideas or questions at pharmacareinfo@gov.bc.ca.

Resources

e PharmaCare Community Outreach Survey

RAT kits available free of charge until supplies run out

Pharmacies are encouraged to order RAT kits from distributors, available free of charge until supplies
run out. Pharmacy distributors have stockpiled kits to be available to pharmacies and stores until the
supply is exhausted or expired (i.e., late 2026).

2025 year-end reminders

PharmaNet Help Desk holiday closure
The PharmaNet Help Desk will be closed from 10:15 pm on Wednesday, December 24 until 10:15 pm on
Thursday, December 25, 2025.

If you experience problems connecting to PharmaNet during this time, please call 778-875-4287. The
interactive voice response system will be available.

m BC Ministry of Health


mailto:pharmacareinfo@gov.bc.ca
mailto:pharmacareinfo@gov.bc.ca
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Fair PharmaCare registration holiday closure
To allow for annual maintenance, the Application for Health and Drug Coverage (AHDC) for MSP and Fair
PharmacCare will be unavailable as follows:

e Online applications unavailable:
o 8am, Wednesday, December 31 to 8 am, Thursday, January 1, 2026 (24 hours)
e Phone applications unavailable:
o 8am, Wednesday, December 24 to 8 am Friday, December 26, 2025 (48 hours)
o 8am, Wednesday, December 31 to 8 am, Friday, January 2, 2026 (48 hours)

2026 provider payment schedule
The weekly and monthly provider payment schedule for 2026 is available on the *
Information for pharmacies webpage. Pharmacies should note that payments ??:\G«i::;:::fe:schedule , |

may be remitted earlier than dates indicated in the schedule. Published dates e

remain the authorized payment dates and should be the guide for claims-
related accounting.

e 2026 PharmaCare Provider Payment Schedule (PDF, 98KB)

Blood glucose test strip annual quantity limits

On January 1, 2026, clients will be assigned their annual limit of blood glucose
test strips (BGTS). Beginning January 1, please ensure you use the regular BGTS
PINs for claims until clients exceed their annual limit.

All strips purchased by a client, regardless of the payer, count toward the client's annual limit.

BGTS information for clients
Information for the public is available online about annual quantity limits for BGTS and in the printable
information sheet, Blood glucose test strips - annual limits (PDF, 167KB). (Translations are available in 15

languages on the PharmaCare information sheets webpage).

e Blood glucose testing - annual limits, criteria for additional strips, for health professionals
e BGTS PINs

e Blood glucose test strips - patient information sheet (PDF, 167KB)

e Annual quantity limits for BGTS - webpage for the public

Fair PharmaCare annual deductibles reset in the new year
On January 1, 2026, PharmaNet will be updated with 2026 annual deductible and family maximum
amounts. Deductible accumulations will be reset to zero.

Fair PharmaCare coverage levels for 2026 are based on a family’s 2024 net income. Income from Universal
Child Care Benefits and Registered Disability Savings Plans and some BC Housing subsidies are not
included when determining coverage levels.

BC Ministry of Health


https://my.gov.bc.ca/ahdc/msp-eligibility
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=EAEE7FB0C6964F8F9169CDE3B34034A4
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4BF7813979A74EDBB6413918ED6C72F5
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=B80B54569B3A4BC793DDDB150FAAEFA0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=B80B54569B3A4BC793DDDB150FAAEFA0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=13D8DEB9CFDD40BC89B0F000E2750896#bgts
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=13D8DEB9CFDD40BC89B0F000E2750896#bgts
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=0722BF6B25024181B2BBCBD19EF21DA1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/8E50A3DA10294816832EE2D1C512973D
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=E310F8E62DF54CC3839C09C360BA595F
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=B80B54569B3A4BC793DDDB150FAAEFA0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=13D8DEB9CFDD40BC89B0F000E2750896
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/bgts.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=0722BF6B25024181B2BBCBD19EF21DA1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4BF7813979A74EDBB6413918ED6C72F5
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Deductible information for patients

This can be a stressful time for Fair PharmaCare beneficiaries as many are paying the full cost of their
drugs. Please let them know that they may be eligible for PharmaCare’s monthly deductible payment
option. Once they register, PharmaCare immediately pays for 70% of their eligible drug costs. Fair
PharmacCare registrants can get information about their deductible and family maximum by:

e Requesting a confirmation of Fair PharmaCare coverage letter or
e (Calling us Monday to Friday, 8 am to 8 pm and Saturdays 8 am to 4 pm from the Lower Mainland at

604-683-7151 or from the rest of B.C., toll-free, at 1-800-663-7100

DEDUCTIBLE .....,
RESET 1

Remind your patients that they can pay their Fair
PharmaCare deductible in monthly instalments!

PharmaCare pays 70% of eligible drug costs right away
- as if they have already met their deductible. Patients
can call 1-800-663-7100 to ask if they are eligible!

Policy Spotlight: Fan-out messages

POLICY SPOTLIGHT: FAN-OUT MESSAGES

PharmaCare

The Ministry of Health sometimes sends urgent messages through
PharmaNet to community pharmacies in B.C, called fan-out messages. ”

Fan-out messages are automatically

received by pharmacy PharmaNet (o

Fan-out messages are transmitted to all pharmacies or to specific software and displayed on the

groups of pharmacies (e.g., by geographical area). screen for printing. e

Fan-out messages may be sent in case of a: .

« Lost prescription pad (regular or duplicate) ' sl A L e

« Stolen prescription pad (regular or duplicate) H made available to all pharmacy staff

s Unscheduled PharmaNet outage (i.e., outside of a scheduled change) E to reference.
Learn more about fan-out messages in the PharmaCare .
Pullcy Manual, Section 2.7: Fan-out messages Policy Spotl ight: Fan_out messages

—
Resources

e PharmacCare Policy Manual, Section 2.7: Fan-out messages

m BC Ministry of Health
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=3CD9148F8FA64B97A35DFE224F0BFD5C#mdpo
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=F6E4E355564044CF829254068B8C89BE
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Formulary and listing updates

Limited Coverage benefits: tenofovir alafenamide (Vemlidy®),

cannabidiol (Epidiolex®)
PharmaCare has added the following limited coverage items to the PharmaCare drug list. Special Authority
approval is required for coverage.

Drug name tenofovir alafenamide (Vemlidy®)

Date December 3, 2025
Indication Treatment of chronic hepatitis B (CHB) in adults with compensated liver disease
DIN 02464241 Strength & form 25 mg tablet

Patients who have existing Special Authority coverage for tenofovir disoproxil
Notes fumarate (Viread® or generics) will automatically receive Special Authority coverage for
tenofovir alafenamide

Drug name cannabidiol (Epidiolex®)
Date December 3, 2025

For the treatment of seizures associated with Lennox-Gastaut syndrome, Dravet
syndrome, or tuberous sclerosis complex in patients 2 years of age and older

Indication

DIN 02543079 Strength & form 100 mg/mL oral solution

Non-benefits: isotretinoin (Absorica LD"), isotretinoin (Epuris™),
etrasimod (Velsipity™), clascoterone (Winlevi®), lebrikizumab (Ebglyss™),

remdesivir (Veklury®)
PharmacCare has decided not to cover the following drugs for the noted indications.

Drug name Isotretinoin (Absorica LD™)

Date November 5, 2025

For the treatment of severe nodular and/or inflammatory acne, acne conglobata, and
Indication .

recalcitrant acne

02539047 8 mg capsule

02539055 16 mg capsule
DINs Strength & form

02539063 24 mg capsule

02539071 32 mg capsule

Drug name Isotretinoin (Epuris™)
Date November 5, 2025

m BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/programs/limited-coverage-drug-program/limited-coverage-drugs-page-tenofovir-alafendamide
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/programs/limited-coverage-drug-program/limited-coverage-drugs-tenofovir
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/programs/limited-coverage-drug-program/limited-coverage-drugs-tenofovir
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https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/programs/limited-coverage-drug-program/limited-coverage-drugs-cannabidiol-for-dravet-syndrome
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/programs/limited-coverage-drug-program/limited-coverage-drugs-cannabidiol-for-dravet-syndrome
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/programs/limited-coverage-drug-program/limited-coverage-drugs-cannabidiol-for-tuberous-sclerosis-complex
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Indication

DINs

Special notes

Drug name
Date

Indication

DIN

Drug name
Date

Indication

DIN

Drug name
Date

Indication

DINs

Drug name
Date

Indication

For the treatment of severe nodular and/or inflammatory acne, acne conglobata, and
recalcitrant acne

02396971 10 mg capsule
02396998 20 mg capsule
Strength & form g cap
02397005 30 mg capsule
02397013 40 mg capsule

Epuris was previously announced as a non-benefit in the December 2013 newsletter.
This non-benefit listing is the result of a resubmission

etrasimod (Velsipity™)
November 12, 2025
For the treatment of adults with moderately to severely active ulcerative colitis who

have had an inadequate response, lost response, or were intolerant to either
conventional therapy or an advanced treatment

02544903 Strength & form 2 mg tablet

clascosterone (Winlevi®)

November 19, 2025

For the topical treatment of moderate to severe acne vulgaris in patients 12 years of
age and older

02538881 Strength & form 1% topical cream

lebrikizumab (Ebglyss™)
November 19, 2025
Treatment of moderate to severe atopic dermatitis in adult and adolescents 12 years

of age and older with a body weight of at least 40 kg, whose disease is not adequately

controlled with topical prescription therapies or when those therapies are not

advisable.
250 mg/2 mL pre-filled pen solution for
02549123 subcutaneous injection
Strength & form ] ) )
02549131 250 mg/2 mL pre-filled syringe solution for

subcutaneous injection

remdesivir (Veklury®)
November 26, 2025
For the treatment of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in both hospitalized and

non-hospitalized patients.

BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/newsletters/pharmacare_newsletter_december_2013.pdf
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/decisions/dds_velsipity.pdf
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/decisions/clascoterone_winlevi_4049_dds.pdf
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/decisions/lebrikizumab_ebglyss_3972_dds.pdf
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/decisions/remdesivir_veklury_3994_3995_dds.pdf

BC PharmaCare Newsletter December 2025

DIN

Notes

02502143 Strength & form 100 mg solution for injection

Remdesivir is funded by hospitals or Health Authority infusion clinics managed by the
Provincial Health Services Authority (PHSA).

EDRD coverage: maralixibat (Livmarli®), burosumab (Crysvita®)
PharmacCare has initiated funding of the following drug through the Expensive Drugs for Rare Diseases

(EDRD) process.

Drug name
Date

Indication

DIN

Notes

Drug name
Date

Indication

DINs

Notes

maralixibat (Livmarli®)
October 30, 2025

Cholestatic pruritus in patients with Alagille syndrome (ALGS)

02539888 Strength & form 9.5 mg/mL solution for oral use

Clinicians may apply for funding for eligible patients for the treatment of cholestatic
pruritus in patients with Alagille syndrome (ALGS). Initial applications will be approved
for up to six months. The prescribing physician is responsible for requesting continued
Ministry funding every twelve months thereafter.

Maralixibat will be distributed by A&D Wholesale. For ordering, please contact:
orders@andrx.ca

burosumab (Crysvita®)
November 12, 2025

X-linked hypophosphatemia (XLH) in adult patients

02483629 10 mg/mL solution for subcutaneous injection
02483637 Strength & form 20 mg/mL solution for subcutaneous injection
02483645 30 mg/mL solution for subcutaneous injection
Clinicians may apply for funding for eligible adult patients with X-linked
hypophosphatemia (XLH). Initial applications will be approved for up to one year. The
prescribing physician is responsible for requesting continued Ministry funding every
one to two years thereafter.

Additions to designated high-cost drugs list
The following drugs will be added to B.C.’s list of designated high-cost drugs, effective January 2, 2026.

DIN
02470179
02497867

Chemical description Product name Allowable markup
cladribine 10 mg tablet Mavenclad® 5%

vedolizumab 108 mg/0.68 mL Entyvio® 5%

pre-filled pen

m BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=E5302FD754AC4BEB9DDC0E91375E3048
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=E5302FD754AC4BEB9DDC0E91375E3048
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/decisions/dds_livmarli.pdf
mailto:orders@andrx.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/decisions/dds_crysvita.pdf
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/pharmacare/pharmacies/high-cost-drugs

BC PharmaCare Newsletter December 2025

02497875 vedolizumab 108 mg/0.68 mL Entyvio® 5%
pre-filled syringe

02496429 siponimod 0.25 mg oral tablet ~ Mayzent® 5%

02496437 siponimod 2 mg oral tablet Mayzent® 5%

Discontinuation: somatropin (Humatrope®)

On December 22, 2025, somatropin (Humatrope®) 6 mg cartridge (DIN 2243077), 12 mg cartridge (DIN
2243078) and 24 mg cartridge (DIN 2243079) for injection will be discontinued. The last lot expiry dates are
expected to be late 2026 and early to mid-2027. Please note that other brands remain available and
maintain the same Special Authority coverage criteria.

Drug name

Expiry of last lot

somatropin (Humatrope®)

une 1, 2027

Drug class Growth hormone
DIN 02243077 Strength & form 6 mg cartridge
Drug name somatropin (Humatrope®)

Expiry of last lot

October 26, 2026

Drug class Growth hormone
DIN 02243078 Strength & form 12 mg cartridge
Drug name somatropin (Humatrope®)

Expiry of last lot

January 7, 2027

Drug class Growth hormone

DIN 02243079 Strength & form 24 mg cartridge

Your Voice: Input needed for drug decisions

The knowledge and experience of patients, caregivers and patient groups is integral to B.C.'s drug review

process. If you know someone who is taking one of the drugs below or who has a condition any of the
drugs treat, please encourage them to visit www.gov.bc.ca/BCyourvoice.

Your Voice is now accepting input on the following drugs:

Drug Indication Input window

osilodrostat (Isturisa®) Cushing’s disease in adults with November 19 to December 16 at 11:59 pm
persistent or recurrent
hypercortisolism

m BC Ministry of Health


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drugshortagescanada.ca%2Fdiscontinuance%2F240676&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C7e2c13eff1684d59a3a808de27888d19%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638991664580493168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4LpZgQP73pzWqkOAtep3tjwfJ1JFH6xlqrqKXA7MB8A%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drugshortagescanada.ca%2Fdiscontinuance%2F240679&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C7e2c13eff1684d59a3a808de27888d19%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638991664580517064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wYesQ%2FRTMtC6yxa4EIcKRILrLAFL4C7P2uhKqHXZ2ZY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drugshortagescanada.ca%2Fdiscontinuance%2F240682&data=05%7C02%7CEmily.Graff%40gov.bc.ca%7C7e2c13eff1684d59a3a808de27888d19%7C6fdb52003d0d4a8ab036d3685e359adc%7C0%7C0%7C638991664580535125%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nnhasldmhoyrx8xUFgk9VeOozXhrCPuAFu8eDZNsEFc%3D&reserved=0
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=AD8E4224D5FE4ACA905154B384914934
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=AD8E4224D5FE4ACA905154B384914934
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=33F183B514AD488ABCB1F712FD1E695E
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mepolizumab (Nucala®)  Chronic obstructive pulmonary  November 19 to December 16 at 11:59 pm
disease (COPD) in adults

finerenone (Kerendia®) Heart failure (HF) in adults November 19 to December 16 at 11:59 pm

olezarsen (TBQ) Familial chylomicronemia November 19 to December 16 at 11:59 pm
syndrome (FCS) in adults

vutrisiran (Amvuttra®) Wild-type or hereditary November 19 to December 16 at 11:59 pm

transthyretin-amyloidosis in
adult patients with
cardiomyopathy

In 2023, contraceptives were added to PharmaCare Plan Z.

Read PharmaCare Trends 2023-24 (PDF, 1MB) for more PharmaCare
facts.

m BC Ministry of Health


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare/pharmacare_trends_2023_2024.pdf

