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 Drug Coverage  
Decision for 

BC PharmaCare 
 
 

About PharmaCare BC PharmaCare is a publicly funded drug plan that helps BC residents pay for 
most prescription drugs and pharmacy services, and some medical devices 
and supplies.  

Details of Drug Reviewed 

Drug  efgartigimod alfa 
Brand name Vyvgart® 
Dosage form(s) 20 mg/mL (400 mg) single-dose vial, for intravenous infusion 
Manufacturer Argenx Canada Inc. 
Submission type New Submission 

Indication reviewed As an add-on therapy for acetylcholine receptor antibody positive (AChR-Ab+) 
generalized myasthenia gravis (gMG) adult patients whose symptoms persist 
despite adequate treatment with acetylcholinesterase inhibitors (AChEIs), 
corticosteroids (CSs), and/or non-steroidal immunosuppressants (NSISTs). 

Canada’s Drug 
Agency (CDA-AMC) 
recommendation 

CDA-AMC recommended: to Reimburse with clinical criteria and/or conditions. 
Visit the CDA-AMC website for more details.  
 

Drug Benefit 
Council (DBC)  

The DBC met on January 8, 2024. The DBC considered various input, including 
clinical and pharmacoeconomic evidence review material and the 
recommendations of the Canadian Drug Expert Committee (CDEC). The DBC also 
considered patient input provided to CDEC and a budget impact assessment. The 
DBC received no Your Voice patient input questionnaire responses from patients, 
caregivers, or patient groups.  
The DBC recommended not to list efgartigimod alfa as an add-on therapy for 
(AChR-Ab+) adult gMG patients whose symptoms persist despite adequate 
treatment with AChEIs, CSs, and/or NSISTs. 

Drug Coverage 
Decision 

Non-Benefit 

Date January 8, 2025 

https://www.cda-amc.ca/efgartigimod-alfa
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The drug review process in BC 

 
A manufacturer submits a request to the Ministry of Health (the Ministry).  

 
An independent group called the Drug Benefit Council (DBC) gives advice to the Ministry by 
considering: 

• whether the drug is safe and effective 
• advice from a national group called Canada’s Drug Agency – L’agence des médicaments 

du Canada (CDA-AMC) 
• what the drug costs and whether funding it provides good value to the province 
• ethical considerations of covering and not covering the drug 
• input from physicians, patients, caregivers, patient groups and drug submission 

sponsors 
 
The Ministry makes a BC PharmaCare coverage decision by taking into account: 

• existing BC PharmaCare policies, programs and resources 
• the evidence-informed advice of the DBC 
• drugs already covered by BC PharmaCare that treat similar medical conditions 
• the overall cost of covering the drug 

 
Visit BC PharmaCare and Drug reviews for more information. 

 
This document is intended for information only.  

It does not take the place of advice from a physician or other qualified health care provider. 
 

 
  

Reason(s) Drug coverage decision is consistent with the DBC recommendation. 
• It was noted that despite the available treatment options for gMG, there 

remains an unmet therapeutic need for effective treatment options, 
specifically for patients with refractory gMG and those with inadequately 
controlled gMG despite treatment with conventional therapies (e.g., AChEIs, 
CSs, and/or NSISTs). 

• However, the evidence is uncertain about the effect of efgartigimod alfa on the 
number of hospitalizations and use of rescue therapy when compared with 
placebo. 

• In addition, the efficacy of efgartigimod alfa relative to active comparators is 
highly uncertain.  

• Based on economic considerations and the submitted product price, the drug 
was not cost effective and did not offer optimal value for money. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare-for-bc-residents/drug-review-process-results/drug-review-decisions
https://www.cda-amc.ca/reimbursement-reviews
https://www.cda-amc.ca/reimbursement-reviews
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.page?id=D1A5394E2B5F4A358A65C07D202E8955
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare-for-bc-residents/drug-review-process-results
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