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 Drug Coverage  
Decision for 

BC PharmaCare 
 
 
About PharmaCare BC PharmaCare is a publicly funded drug plan that helps B.C. residents pay for 

most prescription drugs and pharmacy services, and some medical devices 
and supplies.  

Details of Drug Reviewed 

Drug  lumasiran  
Brand name Oxlumo®  
Dosage form(s) 94.5 mg/0.5 mL solution for subcutaneous injection 
Manufacturer Alnylam Netherlands B.V. 
Submission type New Submission 

Indication reviewed For the treatment of primary hyperoxaluria type 1 to lower urinary oxalate levels 
in pediatric and adult patients 

Canada’s Drug 
Agency (CDA) 
recommendation 

CDA recommended: to Reimburse with clinical criteria and/or conditions. Visit 
the CRR website for more details.  
 

Drug Benefit 
Council (DBC)  

The DBC met on May 1, 2023. The DBC considered various input, including clinical 
and pharmacoeconomic evidence review material and the recommendations of 
the Canadian Drug Expert Committee (CDEC). The DBC also considered patient 
input provided to CDEC and a budget impact assessment. The DBC received no 
Your Voice patient input questionnaire responses from patients, caregivers, or 
patient groups. The DBC recommended not to reimburse lumasiran for PH1.  

Drug Coverage 
Decision 

Case-by-Case Coverage Through the Expensive Drugs for Rare Diseases 
(EDRD) Process  

Date July 16, 2024  
Reason(s) Drug coverage decision is consistent with the CDEC recommendation. 

• Results from one multicentre, double-blind, phase III, randomized controlled 
trial demonstrated that, compared to placebo, six months of lumasiran 
treatment was associated with a statistically significant reduction in urinary 
and plasma oxalate levels. 

https://www.cadth.ca/lumasiran
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• There is an unmet need for effective pharmacological treatments for patients 
with PH1 that prevent further kidney damage, decrease oxalate accumulation 
throughout the body, and prevent the need for dialysis or organ transplant. 

• Based on economic considerations and the submitted product price, the drug 
was not cost effective and did not offer optimal value for money. 

• B.C. participated in the pan-Canadian Pharmaceutical Alliance (pCPA) 
negotiations with the manufacturer and the pCPA was able to address some of 
the concerns identified by the CDA with respect to cost-effectiveness. The 
negotiations concluded with an agreement on April 26, 2024. 

 
 

The drug review process in B.C. 
 

A manufacturer submits a request to the Ministry of Health (the Ministry).  
 

An independent group called the Drug Benefit Council (DBC) gives advice to the Ministry by 
considering: 

• whether the drug is safe and effective 
• advice from a national group called Canada’s Drug Agency (CDA) 
• what the drug costs and whether funding it provides good value to the province 
• ethical considerations of covering and not covering the drug 
• input from physicians, patients, caregivers, patient groups and drug submission 

sponsors 
 
The Ministry makes a BC PharmaCare coverage decision by taking into account: 

• existing BC PharmaCare policies, programs and resources 
• the evidence-informed advice of the DBC 
• drugs already covered by BC PharmaCare that treat similar medical conditions 
• the overall cost of covering the drug 

 
Visit BC PharmaCare and Drug reviews for more information. 

 
This document is intended for information only.  

It does not take the place of advice from a physician or other qualified health care provider. 
 

 
 

  

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.page?id=128B4FDB7E004D6DA40A1B0D061903A7
https://www.cadth.ca/cdr
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/topic.page?id=D1A5394E2B5F4A358A65C07D202E8955
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/health-drug-coverage/pharmacare-for-bc-residents/drug-review-process-results
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