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The below is feedback attained from physiotherapists working in the School Age Program at Queen Alexandra Centre for Children’s Health. Last year therapists in the School Age Program consulted on the therapy needs of 1400 students with disabilities in the Greater Victoria area. 

	Innovation
	1) Continue to support innovative programs like Can Assist, and GF Strong environmental access programs. 

2) Continue to  find creative ways to fund new buildings (i.e. joint recreation centre/school projects like Oak Bay High)

3) UVIC has been very progressive in their development of Centre for Athletics, Recreation and Special Abilities. They have planned for an inclusive environment not just in the title of the centre, but also in the physical space. 
4) Other centres like the Pacific Institute for Sport Excellence oversaw small details, like not having autonomic door control buttons on gym doors, despite being the gym where wheelchair sports are played.
5) It is disappointing that the new Oak Bay High School, will not have a Secondary Integration Program, instead these students with disabilities will be transferred to older schools (Esquimalt, Reynolds). There was great potential to include a physical space for people of all abilities. 
6) Consult with occupational and physiotherapists when designing new buildings, as architects, and city planners do not think beyond basic building codes of having a wheelchair ramp. 

	Personal supports, aids and devices
	7) There needs to be more effective social services for children and youth-more Social Work Services, more manageable caseloads so quality time can be spent with clients meeting their needs. The service is completely ineffective at present. 

8) Funding for additional support in school is based more on a particular diagnosis or need for physical support. Children who have more organizational or behavioural challenges receive less support. 

9) If a student is 18 upon graduation but with significant physical disability (cognitively fine) CSIL program does not start until 19 years to fund caregivers therefore family/student have no additional funding other than PWD until the student is 19 years old. There is a gap in service. CYSN SWs are scrambling to get funding on an individual basis. 

10) Inclusion in PE: Mandate formal adapted education/physical education of new teachers to help facilitate inclusion in the school. 

11) When the Ministry of Education is developing a new physical education curriculum there should be less emphasis on team sports (i.e. soccer, basketball) and more emphasis on individual/recreational sports that are lifelong activities for all students. 

12) Mandate that Dodge ball is never played in public schools. By its nature, it is not an inclusive activity. This activity humiliates people with disabilities. 

13) Monitor PE/Daily Physical Activity quality. There needs to be more teacher accountability to what is being taught in PE and how it is being taught. Regular teacher evaluation should be re-instated. 

14) Each school should have a PE specialist as an appointed department head. This would help include students of all abilities. 

	Work and Contribution
	1) Workplaces needs to more flexible and accommodating to the various challenges employees face. 
2) Consider tax breaks or incentives for other companies to hire people with disabilities like Thirty Foods. 

3) Mandate that all companies of a certain size or that make certain revenue have to have preferential hiring of people with disabilities. 

	Housing and accessibility in the broader built environment
	1) Bus stops/sidewalks all need to be wheelchair accessible. Sometimes kids learning to use the transit system need to travel several blocks to find an accessible stop it is not convenient or safe. 
2) When retrofitting older schools to make them earthquake sound, retrofit the school with accessible washrooms etc. Some of the schools were built prior to including to students with disabilities. 


If you require more information please contact me.
Jason Craig, BEd, MPT
Resource Physiotherapist

Rehab Support Service, Queen Alexandra Centre for Children's Health
250-519-5390 (Local 36563); Jason.Craig@viha.ca
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