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Ministry of Forests 
SOP-11 

Danger Tree Removal 
 
Purpose 
Danger tree removal is required to maintain safe travel conditions on resource roads by eliminating 
trees that pose a risk of falling onto the road prism. The objective is to remove only those trees that 
present a demonstrable hazard while avoiding unnecessary clearing that may increase fire risk, 
environmental disturbance, or maintenance costs. 
 
All dead, rotten, leaning, or otherwise unstable trees that could reasonably reach the road surface 
must be assessed and, where necessary, felled. Road inspections should include an evaluation of 
roadside trees, and Maintenance Plans must identify locations where hazard reduction is required. 
 
Where feasible, danger tree removal activities must avoid the bird nesting window, generally between 
mid-April and early August, subject to local variation. If work must proceed during this period, 
mitigation measures or a bird survey conducted by a qualified professional is required. Nests of 
eagles, ospreys, peregrine falcons, and woodpeckers must not be removed without prior 
authorization under the Wildlife Act. 

Stop Work Conditions 
Immediately stop work and notify your Supervisor and the Ministry Representative if any of the 
following conditions occur: 

• An active bird nest is identified within the work area. 
• A nest of an eagle, osprey, gyrfalcon, peregrine falcon, or woodpecker is located, whether 

active or inactive. 
• A traffic accident or near miss with another vehicle 
• Contact is made with utility infrastructure (e.g., power poles, lines, gas facilities) 
• A previously unidentified environmental or archaeological feature is discovered 
• A fuel spill occurs: 

o Stop work and ensure the site is safe 
o Initiate containment and cleanup 
o Report spills immediately if: 

 Any volume enters a waterbody 
 Fuel spills greater than 100 litres on land 
 Contact Emergency Management BC (EMBC) at 1-800-663-3456 

Best Practices 
1. Planning 
• Activities must be authorized in the current FSR Road Maintenance Plan under the 

Coordinating Registered Professional. Consult the Professional of Record (POR) for site-specific 
direction. 

• Review site conditions prior to mobilization, including bird nesting windows, presence of active 
nests, and wildlife use of tree cavities. 
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• Assess fire danger rating and determine whether additional precautions or scheduling 
changes are required. 

• Evaluate road activity levels and schedule work to minimize risk to road users where feasible. 
• Determine whether trees should be felled by hand or mechanically based on site conditions, 

safety, and efficiency. 

2. Environmental Protection 
• Mechanical falling must not be conducted within watercourses or riparian areas. All falling in 

these areas must be completed by hand. 
• Remove all debris by hand from watercourses, riparian areas, bridges, culverts, and stream 

channels. 
• Assess snags for habitat value and hazard potential. Snags that do not present a safety risk 

should be retained where feasible. 

3. Safety Requirements 
• When operations pose a hazard to road users, prepare and implement a traffic management 

plan, and post appropriate safety signage.  
• Operators shall announce their location and movements on the designated road radio channel 

and monitor traffic. 
• Implement traffic control or road closures when falling trees that may reach the road surface. 
• Hand fallers must be trained and certified in accordance with WorkSafeBC Occupational Health 

and Safety Regulation, Part 26. 
• Identify all utility infrastructure within the right of way and obtain required permits prior to 

commencing work. 
• All workers must wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) for the task and site 

conditions. 

4. General Requirements 
• During fire season, comply with all applicable requirements of the Wildfire Act, including work 

hour restrictions, shutdown protocols, and fire tool requirements. 
• Buck logs and place them flat on the ground. Pull branches away from the road and scatter to 

reduce fire hazard. 
• Cut vegetation at or as close to ground level as practicable to maintain root structure and 

reduce erosion. 
• Move all debris a minimum of 5 m from the road shoulder or pile for burning in accordance 

with fire management requirements. 
• Remove all debris from the road surface and clean ditches and drainage structures following 

falling operations. 
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