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Ministry of Forests 
SOP-04 

Beaver Management 
 
Purpose 
Beavers can cause damage to roads, culverts, bridges, and ditches by building dams, often in series, 
which may lead to flooding, blocked drainage, and eventual washouts. Improper removal of beaver 
dams can damage stream channels, release sediment, harm aquatic life, and pose downstream risks. 
 
Beaver dam management must be conducted in accordance with the Water Sustainability Regulation 
and the Wildlife Act. Additional guidance is available in the Best Management Practices for Beaver 
Dam Removal from the Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship (WLRS). 
 
Where dam removal is necessary, gradual and controlled dismantling is essential. In many cases, 
structural mitigation such as pond levelers, culvert screens, or flow diversion barriers, should be 
considered. These devices must permit fish passage in fish-bearing streams. Trapping may be 
employed by a licensed trapper during beaver trapping season (typically October–May). Outside of 
this window, removal requires a Wildlife Permit. 
 
A Water Sustainability Act (WSA) notification is required before dam removal. In emergencies, 
temporary measures may proceed to protect infrastructure or public safety while a notification is 
submitted. 
 
Note: Permits under the Wildlife Act are generally only issued between mid-July and mid-September. 
Removal during fall or winter is discouraged due to impacts on overwintering wildlife. 

Stop Work Conditions 
Immediately stop all work and contact your Supervisor and the Ministry Representative if any of the 
following conditions occur: 

• Fish or amphibians are present in the work area. 
• Removal would likely damage the stream channel or road infrastructure. 
• A traffic accident or near miss with another vehicle 
• Contact is made with utility infrastructure (e.g., power poles, lines, gas facilities) 
• A previously unidentified environmental or archaeological feature is discovered 
• A fuel spill occurs: 

o Stop work and ensure the site is safe 
o Initiate containment and cleanup 
o Report spills immediately if: 

 Any volume enters a waterbody 
 Fuel spills greater than 100 litres on land 
 Contact Emergency Management BC (EMBC) at 1-800-663-3456 
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Best Practices 
1. Planning 
• Assess the site conditions prior to starting work: 

• Is the waterbody fish-bearing? 
• Are instream work windows or Wildlife Act permits required? 
• Is there an immediate risk to public safety, road integrity, or the environment? 

• Gather necessary equipment prior to mobilization (e.g., pumps, sandbags, silt fence, plastic 
sheeting, seed, straw bales). 

• Ensure all machinery is leak-free, clean, and equipped with a stocked spill kit. 

2. Environmental Protection 
• Minimize disturbance: 

• Keep the footprint small; 
• Avoid damaging the streambed, vegetation, or adjacent trees. 
• Use a least-impact approach: 

i. Begin with hand tools (e.g., shovel, Pulaski); 
ii. Use power tools if necessary; 

iii. Employ machinery only as a last resort. 
• Explosives are strictly prohibited. 
• Operate equipment from dry land or the road surface; do not enter water. 
• When multiple dams exist, begin with the most downstream dam: 

• Remove small sections (max. 20 cm high by 1 m wide); 
• Allow water to drain slowly before proceeding to upstream dams. 

• Be cautious when inserting objects (e.g., pipe, logs) into plugged culverts to avoid causing 
structural damage. 

• Place dam material in locations where it will not re-enter water or obstruct drainage. 
• Avoid damaging bridge structures when working near or under them. 
• Maintain beaver control devices (e.g., pond levelers, culvert grates) to ensure long-term 

functionality and reduce recurrence. 

3. Safety Requirements 
• When operations pose a hazard to road users, prepare and implement a traffic management 

plan, and post appropriate safety signage.  
• Operators shall announce their location and movements on the designated road radio channel 

and monitor traffic. 
• Do not enter culverts under any circumstance to clear blockages. 
• Be cautious of slippery surfaces, especially near culverts or in high-flow areas. 
• All workers must wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) for the task and site 

conditions. 
• Wear personal flotation devices or appropriate fall restraint systems when working near 

beaver dams or watercourses. 

4. General Requirements 
• Confirm whether a WSA notification or Wildlife Act permit is required before dam removal. 
• Plan removal during the recommended window (mid-July to mid-September), where possible. 
• Trapping should be coordinated with a licensed trapper within legal trapping season. 



SOP-04 Beaver Management  January 8, 2026 

• Where appropriate, use flow diversion techniques upstream/downstream of culverts to deter 
dam construction at sensitive locations. 
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