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BRITISH . . .
COLUMBIA Brushing and Vegetation Maintenance

Purpose

Brushing and vegetation maintenance on resource roads is essential to:
e Improve sightlines;
e Restore or maintain drainage ditches;
e Establish or maintain pullouts;
e Widen road sections.

Vegetation management should be conducted in a manner that minimizes environmental
disturbance. Remove only what is necessary and avoid grubbing where possible. Leaving root
systems intact reduces the risk of soil erosion.

To protect wildlife, avoid clearing vegetation during the bird nesting season (typically mid-April to
early August, but may vary by location). If clearing is required during this period, follow applicable
mitigation measures or conduct a bird nesting survey by a qualified environmental professional.
Under the Wildlife Act, nests of eagles, ospreys, and peregrine falcons must not be removed without
prior approval. When removing snags or danger trees, ensure that no birds or wildlife are occupying
tree cavities.

Stop Work Conditions

Immediately cease all operations and contact your Supervisor and the Ministry Representative if any
of the following conditions occur:
e An active bird nest is identified within the work area.
e Anestofan eagle, osprey, gyrfalcon, peregrine falcon, or woodpecker is located, whether
active or inactive.
o Atraffic accident or near miss with another vehicle
o Contactis made with utility infrastructure (e.g., power poles, lines, gas facilities)
o A previously unidentified environmental or archaeological feature is discovered
o Afuel spill occurs:
o Stop work and ensure the site is safe
o Initiate containment and cleanup
o Report spills immediately if:
= Anyvolume enters a waterbody
= Fuel spills greater than 100 litres on land
= Contact Emergency Management BC (EMBC) at 1-800-663-3456

Best Practices

1. Planning

e Activities must be authorized in the current FSR Road Maintenance Plan under the
Coordinating Registered Professional. Consult the Professional of Record (POR) for site-specific
direction.

e Conduct a site assessment before starting work. Consider the following:



e s the work occurring during bird nesting season?
e Are there any visible active nests?

e Aresnags or danger trees being used by wildlife?
e Isthere elevated fire risk?

. Environmental Protection
Riparian Areas:
e Avoid mechanical clearing within 30 m of fish bearing streams and 15 m of non-fish
bearing streams.
e Inthese areas, cut vegetation manually and leave roots intact.
Watercourses:
e Remove all debris by hand from bridges, culverts, and channels to prevent water
contamination.
e Avoid working during heavy rainfall that may result in sediment runoff.
Erosion and Sediment Control:
e Use control measures such as silt fencing or coco-fabric with seed application.
e Remove non-biodegradable materials once vegetation is established and the site is
stable.

. Safety Requirements

When operations pose a hazard to road users, prepare and implement a traffic management
plan, and post appropriate safety signage.

Operators shall announce their location and movements on the designated road radio channel
and monitor traffic.

All workers must wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) for the task and site
conditions.

. General Requirements
Limit vegetation removal to only what is necessary.
Prefer cutting over grubbing; retain roots to stabilize soil.
Cut vegetation as close to ground level as possible to maintain root integrity.
If trees are removed:
o Clear debris from ditches;
e Bucklogs and lay them flat;
e Scatter branches away from the road to reduce fire risk.
For manual brushing:
e Move debris at least 5 m from the road shoulder or pile it for controlled burning.
For mechanical brushing:
e Remove all debris from the road surface, ditches, and drainage structures.
Where grubbing has occurred:
e Apply forestry seed mix to exposed soils immediately after clearing;
Apply straw mulch within 30 m of any waterbody
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