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Best practices for your natural resource applications

Following these practices will help ensure you avoid delays in the authorization process.

Provide a single point of contact for each application across all authorization types
wherever possible. If this is not possible, provide a primary contact/responsible party for
each application

Ensure a consistent project name is used for each project across all applications

In each application, please identify any other applications associated with the specific
project to enable coordinated consultation, review and decision making

Use digital submissions and document exchange where possible

Provide copies of all letters and motions of support, ensuring they are specific to the
project

Ask any questions up front and in advance of application submission to avoid

rejection or unnecessary back and forth in the application process

Understand all authorizations required for your project and be prepared to submit all
of your natural resource applications concurrently

Sign up for and complete your application using a BCelD, which will allow you to save
your application prior to submission. A BCelD is required to track your permitting
application online

It is strongly recommended that you provide a digital spatial file of the outer boundary
of your proposed application area. The preferred format is a shapefile, projected in BC
Albers/NAD 83, and submitted with .shp, .shx, .dbf and .prj files. However, there are
other commonly used spatial file formats that may also be submitted. All spatial files
must be submitted as a polygon (not a point or a line). Free publicly available mapping
programs can be used to draw maps and create digital files. Note: These programs are
sufficient for creating General Location Maps and simple/basic Site Plans; however, for
complex applications, please contact FrontCounter BC to discuss the application mapping
requirements. You may be encouraged to hire a consultant (for example: engineering
firm, surveyor, land agent) to produce professionally drafted maps

Identify any overlapping land encumbrances or values within your application in your
Management Plan. Include information on how any conflicts or overlapping interests
will be addressed or mitigated. Explore by Location is a useful tool for this process

If your area of interest overlaps with private property, Crown land leases, or parks,
please ensure those overlaps are removed from your application before applying.
Crown land cannot be tenured over other areas of jurisdiction

Provide evidence of engagement with local First Nations. See Section 5 for further
detail (Note: this does not supersede the Crown’s duty to consult)



https://portal.nrs.gov.bc.ca/documents/10184/0/SpatialFileFormats.pdf/39b29b91-d2a7-b8d1-af1b-7216f8db38b4
https://portal.nrs.gov.bc.ca/documents/10184/0/SpatialFileFormats.pdf/39b29b91-d2a7-b8d1-af1b-7216f8db38b4
https://portal.nrs.gov.bc.ca/web/client/-/mapping-tools
https://portal.nrs.gov.bc.ca/web/client/-/mapping-tools
https://portal.nrs.gov.bc.ca/web/client/contact
https://portal.nrs.gov.bc.ca/web/client/explore
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e Where possible, minimize the need for application amendments by making the
application as accurate as possible and by noting all possible areas and impacts.
Application amendments can lead to large delays, especially if they result in impacts to

new areas or new types of impacts, in which case application review and consultation
may have to effectively start over
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