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MINISTRY OF FORESTS 

FREE USE PERMIT FOR FIREWOOD ONLY 
Valid only within the Fort Nelson Natural Resource District 

April 1ST, 2026– March 31ST, 2027 

File#  19520-20/Firewood 

This is your Free Use Permit which will allow you to cut dead and down coniferous trees as well as live 
and dead deciduous trees for firewood (maximum 50m3) in the Fort Nelson Natural Resource District. 
The Permittee must carry this permit at all times while cutting or transporting firewood and must 
produce this permit at the request of a Forest Officer/Official, Conservation Officer or a Peace Officer. 
This permit is non-transferable. 

I,                        (FULL NAME OF PERMITTEE) 

Of (MAILING ADDRESS) 

Phone ( ) 

Email:            (optional) 

HEREBY apply for a Free Use Permit to cut firewood for residential or recreational use and NOT for sale. 

I herby agree to the following conditions: 

1. The Permittee assumes all risk of loss or injury and will indemnify and save harmless the Crown of and
from all claims, costs, expenses and losses faced, incurred or suffered by the Crown as a result directly or
indirectly of the activities carried out in connection with this Free Use Permit.

2. Maximum volume under this Free Use Permit will be 50m3 for residential purposes or 5m3 for
recreational camp use.

3. Only dead coniferous trees (standing or down) or live and dead deciduous trees (birch, aspen or
poplar) may be cut for firewood.

4. The sale of wood collected under this Free Use Permit is strictly prohibited.  A separate Commercial
Firewood Permit must be obtained from the Fort Nelson Natural Resource District Office in order to sell
firewood collected on Crown land.

5. Cutting of decked logs is strictly prohibited under this permit.



6. The Maximum length of firewood pieces shall not exceed 1.2 metres or 4 feet in length.

7. Stumps will not be higher than 30 centimetres or 1 foot from the ground.  No tree shall be left leaning, 
hanging or in any other condition that jeopardizes the safety of other forest users.

8. Firewood gathering is prohibited within Provincial Parks, active logging areas, research trial areas,
recreational areas and campsites or in areas where a road closure is in effect or road access restrictions
are posted.

9. Firewood cutting is not permitted on Woodlots, Community Forests, Woodland Tenures, and active
logging areas unless permission is granted by the tenure holder.  *See map for location of these licences.
To obtain permission and best management practices within the CFA please contact the appropriate
tenure holder: CFA contact fncommfor@gmail.com

10. It will be the responsibility of the Permittee to ensure they are cutting on vacant Crown land.

11. All branches shall be cut from felled trees, and branches shall be scattered as to not cause an
accumulation and subsequent fire hazard.  Any resulting debris must be cleared from roads, roadside
ditches, culvert inlets and outlets prior to leaving the area with a load of firewood.

12. Failure to abide by any of the above conditions will result in immediate cancellation of this permit,
possible forfeiture of the timber and/or issuance of a violation ticket or other monetary penalty under
the Administrative Orders and Remedies Regulation.

I have read and understand the conditions of this permit and agree to comply with all 
conditions contained therein. 

This permit expires on March 31st, 2027. 

 DATE  PERMITTEE SIGNATURE 

For Further information, please contact: 
Fort Nelson Natural Resource District 
RR#1 Mile 301 Alaska Highway 
Fort Nelson, BC     V0C 1R0 
Phone (250)-774-5511 
E-mail: Forests.FortNelsonDistrictOffice@gov.bc.ca

THIS PERMIT IS ISSUED BY: 
Robert Warner 

A/DISTRICT MANAGER 
FORT NELSON NATURAL RESOURCE DISTRICT 



FNFN/NRRM COMMUNITY FOREST LP 

  Created: October 31, 2022 
  Approved: , 2022 
  Policy No. FNFN/NRRM Community Forest LP-01 

FIREWOOD PERMITTING PROCEDURE 

The Fort Nelson Community K3X License is a partnership between the Northern Rockies Regional 
Municipality and the Fort Nelson First Nation. Located around the community of Fort Nelson and the Fort 
Nelson First Nation, the Fort Nelson Community Forest (FNCF) borders several protected areas and is the 
largest community forest in BC. Due to its proximity to and use by members of the public, the FNCF 
supports the personal collection and use of firewood within designated FNCF areas. However, there are 
several considerations that must be followed by the public when seeking firewood within FNCF 
boundaries. They are as follows: 

1. The FNCF is on crown land, and members of the public seeking to cut firewood must have a Free
Use Permit for Firewood.

a. This permit is obtained from the Natural Resource District in which cutting will take place.
There is currently no online form for the Fort Nelson Resource District, so forms will have
to be obtained in person from the Natural Resource Office, located at RR 1 Mile 301 0
Alaska Highway, in Fort Nelson, BC.

2. Once this permit is obtained, it will need to be presented to the FNCF, located at 5415 51st Ave
West, Unit #103, Northern Rockies Plaza, to be signed-off by the Manager or member.

3. During the review of the permit, the FNCF will inform where firewood can be cut within the K3X
License.

a. There are certain areas where no cutting is permitted, such as Riparian Areas, High Value
Conservation Areas, Old Growth Management Areas, Visual Areas, Culturally Modified
Trees, and Critical Habitat Areas, such as Ungulate Winter Range and bird/bat/wildlife
trees. Areas that have been flagged or painted resulting from harvesting cut block layout
are also not permitted for firewood cutting.

b. The FNCF will provide maps showing where these restricted areas are and can provide
guidance as to where firewood cutting is permitted and better supported.

c. There may also be areas where timber extraction has occurred within the FNCF and
decked wood has been left specifically for the public to use. These areas will be marked
on maps and in the field with ribbon or spray paint to denote their use for the public in
both communities. Taking wood from unmarked piles and firewood harvesting in
clearcuts within the K3X License are not permitted.

Once the Permit has been reviewed and signed by the FNCF, the Permit Holder is permitted to cut 
firewood within the designated areas of the K3X License, but must ensure that: 
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1. They are removing ONLY DEAD OR DOWNED TREES. No live standing trees may be cut for 
firewood unless explicitly stated by the FNCF.  

2. They have all the proper safety equipment for falling and cutting firewood. 

a. The FNCF is not responsible for any injuries that may be sustained from the removal of 
firewood within the K3X License. Any who seek a permit and plan to extract wood from 
the FNCF boundary should understand the dangers and safety precautions associated 
with this high-risk activity.  

b. The review and signature of the permit by the FNCF does not endorse the act of firewood 
extraction and processing, only the removal of timber from the K3X License area by a 
member of the public. Your safety is your responsibility.    

3. They always have the signed permit and associated maps with them.  

a. Permits may be requested at any time by a Natural Resource Officer, Conservation Office, 
or Peace Officer and the Permit Holder has an obligation to comply.  

b. Failing to produce the permit may result in the confiscation of firewood and a fine of $173 
as per the Violation Ticket Administration and Fines Regulation under the Offence Act.  

4. They are not encouraging or enabling the spread of invasive plants or diseases. 

a. A list of invasive plants local to the Fort Nelson area are available by the FNCF upon 
request.  

b. If invasive plants are identified, please report them immediately to the FNCF, including 
pictures and location coordinates.  

c. If signs of tree disease or forest health deterioration are suspected, please report them 
to the FNCF.  

5. They are not selling the firewood. Wood cut under the Free Use Permit for Firewood is ONLY for 
personal use.  

a. There are opportunities to apply for commercial firewood cutting permits under the Small 
Scale Salvage Program, but those permits are distributed by the Ministry and not the 
FNCF.  

More information on Firewood Permits can be found on the BC Government website. The FNCF will 
answer any questions pertaining to firewood extraction and the process of applying for the required 
permit.  

Feel free to stop by the FNCF office to have permits reviewed and any questions answered.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/firewood/firewood_personal_use_admin_guide.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/firewood-permits
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