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Executive Summary 
 

Project Vision 
 
The Hudson’s Hope Community Resort is a small operation with one access road, a warm-up cabin, 
a storage shed, one run and a small rope tow lift. It is considered a Community Alpine Ski Resort – 
Type 1 as per the All-Seasons Resort Policy. To date the facility has been used by families and 
community members for skiing and snowshoeing in the winter, and hiking in the summer and fall. The 
intention of the Hudson’s Hope Ski Association (HHSA) is to continue to provide a safe recreational 
facility for the community, and to expand operations to run mountain biking trails from spring until fall 
in addition to the alpine ski offering currently available. 
 
The Hudson’s Hope Ski Association acknowledges the Horse Lake First Nation, West Moberly First 
Nations, Saulteau First Nations, Halfway River First Nation, Blueberry River First Nations, and Doig 
River First Nation on whose traditional territory, the Hudson’s Hope Ski Hill is located. 

General Overview of Business 
 
The Hudson’s Hope Community Resort is located 22.5 km west of the District of Hudson’s Hope 
(Hudson’s Hope) town centre. The current license defines a 103.55 ha boundary approximately 1 km 
southeast of the Williston Lake Reservoir. 
 
Existing facilities include a 0.2 km ski runs available for skiing and snowboarding, a small tow rope lift, 
a 4-6 vehicle parking lot, and a warm-up cabin. The electrical tow rope and the lights in the warm-up 
cabin are the only utilities, there is one outhouse, no water, and no sewer.  
 
This Master Plan proposes to expand the activity offerings at Hudson’s Hope Community Resort to 
include mountain biking trails.  
 
The resort is run by volunteers in the Hudson’s Hope Ski Association and has been in operation since 
2007. 
 

 
Figure 1. Portage Mountain Ski Hill. Operated l. Operated l. Operated by the Hudson's Hope Ski Association, in relation 

to the community of Hudson's Hope, BC. 
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Key Areas of Concern 
 

Section 3 – Environmental and Cultural Values 

Fish Values No fish bearing streams in the current CRA boundary.  

Wildlife Values 
One potential Species at Risk within the area (the “little 
brown myotis”, myotis septentrionalis, tri-colored bat) 

Water Values 
No existing or proposed water utilities  
No water licenses identified on the Northeast Water Tool 
(NEWT) 

First Nations 

Nations with overlapping interest/traditional territory: 
Horse Lake First Nation - Horse Lake - Area B 
West Moberly First Nations - T8 Area East 
Saulteau First Nations 
Halfway River First Nation - Core Area 
Blueberry River First Nations - Area B and Civil Claim 
Area (Yahey Decision) 
Halfway River First Nation - T8 Area East 
Doig River First Nation - T8 Area East 

Section 4 – Overlap with Existing Uses 

Mineral Tenure 
No mineral tenures in the CRA boundary (Coal Grid 
Block - 094B01B; Source: iMapBC) 

Timber Tenure and Forest Use 
There are no trees along the route of the proposed 
mountain biking trails, License to Cut will not be 
required. 

Land Use Planning, Local or 
Regional Zoning Requirements 

No zoning amendments are required (site is located in 
the rural area of the District of Hudson’s Hope; too steep 
for agricultural reserve land) 

Commercial Recreation Tenure 
& Guide Outfitter Territories 

Overlaps guiding area of Bullhead Mountain Outfitters 
(BMO) (A signed Letter of Recommendation was 
received from BMO and can be reviewed in Appendix 
B).  

Public Recreational Use 
Skiing during the winter and complimentary hiking trails 
from April to September.  
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Section 1: Description of Existing Operation 

 
1.0  General Description of Existing Ski Resort 
 

Currently the HHSA runs the facility as a ski hill in the winter. The hiking trail (Ski Hill Trail) runs south 
beginning from the chalet parking lot. The majority of the trail is not within the CRA boundary, and it is 
maintained by the District of Hudson’s Hope. 
 

 
Figure 2. Hudson’s Hope Ski Resort Amended License Area (July 27, 2007). 
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Skiing and Snowboarding 

• 0.2 km of ski runs available for skiing and snowboarding. 
• Electrical tow rope  

• Warm-up cabin/chalet located at the end of the access road / top of the run, within the CRA 
boundary (location indicated in Figure 4), equipped with electrical lighting and a woodstove. 

• Storage shed. 

• Outhouse 

• Parking lot, 4 to 6 vehicle capacity. 
 
Snowshoeing 
The Ski Hill Trail, approximately 5km long, depicted in Figure 3 is used as a snowshoeing trail in the 
winter.  
 
The approximate period of use for winter activities (skiing, snowshoeing) is November 15 to April 15, 
weather dependent. Adequate snow for the hill has usually accumulated by mid-November. 
 
 
Hiking 
The Ski Hill Trail, approximately 5km long, depicted in Figure 3 is used as a hiking trail in the 
summer. The trail begins at the HHSA parking lot however, most of the trail is not within the CRA.  
 
The approximate period of use for hiking trails in this area is April 15 to September 30, weather 
dependent.  
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Figure 3. District of Hudson’s Hope, Ski Hill Trail (in green). 

.
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Base Operation and Improvements 
The existing facilities are on Crown Land, and include: 

• One access road (length: 2 km) 
• Parking lot (4 to 6 vehicle capacity) 
• Warm-up cabin/chalet 

• Outhouse 

• Note: there is no water or sewer supply to the resort 

 
Mountain Operation and Improvements 
Currently there is: 

• One 0.2 km ski run 
• 0.2 km rope tow lift 

• Warm-up cabin with electrical lighting and wood-stove heating 

 
Access 

• Access to the site is via a two-kilometer access road that connects to the W.A.C Bennett Dam 
Access Road. 

 
Servicing 

• Utilities: powerline supplying the electric tow rope.  
• No water or sewer facilities (one outhouse) 
• Powerline provides electrical for the lift and electrical lighting in the cabin. 

 
Resort Capacity and Skier Visits 

• 0.2 km tow rope lift 
• Average of 150 skier visits per year 
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Figure 4. Hudson’s Hope Ski Hill warm-up cabin. 
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Section 2: Overview of Proposed Additional Facilities 

 

2.1 Mountain Biking Trails 
No additional area will be required as indicated in Figure 2 and 3. This existing CRA boundary will 
accommodate the new mountain biking trails proposed for use under an annual membership fee.  
 

 
 

Figure 5. Proposed mountain biking trails. These trails are indicated by the red line, arrows indicate the intended direction of 
travel for each trail. Signage will be posted following trail construction to ensure bikers are aware of intended trail directions.  
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Figure 6. Tenure map for the Hudson’s Hope Ski Association. 

2.2 Description of Experience/Activities Being Offered  
 
Proposed Activity: Mountain Biking 
The proposed mountain bike loop trail indicated in Figure 5 will be a 3km long, beginner-friendly loop 
travelling in a clockwise direction southeast from the ski hill parking lot. Bikers will the travel down a 
gentle western slope of Portage Mountain, and eventually meeting up with the ski hill access road 
taking bikers back to the parking lot. Alternatively, bikers will be able to continue along the trail and 
eventually meet up with the base of the ski hill.  
 
The approximate period of use for the mountain biking trails will be April 15 to October 15, weather 
dependent. Enough snow is expected to melt by early April to allow for early season biking.  
 

2.3 Base Improvements 

• No further construction work will be required at the base of the ski hill or to the access road. 

• No timber removal will be required for proposed improvements.  

• General maintenance for the trails, run, tow rope lift, access road and warm-up cabin do not 

require timber removal or construction activities.  

2.4 Mountain Improvements 

• Volunteer members of the association used GPS to map the intended trail system in 2021. 
From this exploration it was determined that timber removal will not be required to construct 
the proposed mountain biking trails. 

• No lift is proposed for the mountain bike trail – after completing the loop, bikers will manually 
bike up the access road to the parking lot. Maps will be placed at the top of the access road to 
indicate trail directions, and signage will be placed along the loop to ensure bikers are aware 
of the trail directions during trail use.  
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2.5 Access Upgrades 
 
The existing access road is sufficient for current and proposed upgrades to the resort. The road is 
maintained by volunteers throughout the year, including snow removal in the winter.  
 
2.6 Projected Capacity and Skier Visits 
 
The proposed inclusion of mountain biking trails at the Hudson’s Hope Ski Hill is expected to increase 
the number of visitors to include local mountain bikers from the Peace Region, beginners to the sport, 
and tourists. It also provides an opportunity for the resort to move into an all-seasons facility by 
providing activity offerings in the summer and winter months.  
 
Year-round maintenance and use of the facility is expected to increase vehicle and guest traffic in 
both the winter and summer months. There is overflow parking available to accommodate increased 
facility use throughout the year.  
 
2.7 Economic Benefits 
 
The Hudson’s Hope Community Resort is operated by the Hudson’s Hope Ski Association (the 
Association) which is run by a team of volunteers. The Association is organized using standard board 
member roles and responsibilities.   
 
The District of Hudson’s Hope boasts some of the most beautiful campgrounds and hiking trails in the 
province and is a well-established tourist destination. With the growing interest in mountain biking 
across the province, expanding the resort to include mountain biking trails is expected to increase 
community involvement in the site as well as attract more tourists to the area. Increased usage of the 
resort over the summer is also expected to increase awareness of the site’s winter uses and vice 
versa resulting in a substantial increase in annual usage. 
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Section 3: Overlap with Environmental & Cultural Values 

 
3.1  Fish Values 
 

As shown in Figure 2, there is only one, first-order stream (perennial, non-fish bearing) within the 
current license area (License No. 813420). 
o Source: iMapBC 
 
 

3.2  Wildlife Values 
 

The follow Wildlife Interest map is available for the Hudson’s Hope Ski Association CRA.  

 

• Canada Warbler SAR occurrence 

• Caribou present at low density. 

• Grizzly bear population 

 
Figure 7. Hudson’s Hope Ski Association Wildlife Interests Map. 
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With respect to the possible presence of bears and other dangerous wildlife within the CRA, the HHSA 
will undertake all appropriate, diligent actions necessary to ensure public safety as detailed in Appendix 
A. 

3.3  Water Values 

• There are no domestic water supplies or utilities are within the current or proposed area of 
operation. Source: https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/. 

• One, first-order stream (perennial, non-fish bearing) is indicated within the CRA boundary 
(Figure 6). This will be investigated during mountain bike trail construction and if there is water 
present at any time of the year, a crossing will be constructed in accordance with the 
requirements under Sec. 11 of the Water Sustainability Act to ensure water quality is not 
affected. Current and proposed operations are not expected to have an impact on water 
quality or quantity. 

• Three first-order streams (perennial, non-fish bearing) are present within a 500m offset from 
the CRA boundary (proposed Operating Agreement boundary). Given the minimal brush 
removal that will be required for mountain bike trail development, and the distance to any non-
perennial streams, sediment movement into water is not expected.  

 

3.4 First Nations 

 
HHSA is a community resource to the District of Hudson Hope and the surrounding area. There are 
several Indigenous communities that may have overlapping interests. HHSA is committed to 
engaging with these communities to better understand their goals and objectives for the area.  
and possible synergies with the operation of the Hudson’s Hope community ski hill. 
 
Analysis using the Province’s Consultative Areas Database indicate that the following First Nations 
may have an interest in the area: 
 

• Horse Lake First Nation - Horse Lake - Area B 

• West Moberly First Nations - T8 Area East 

• Saulteau First Nations 

• Halfway River First Nation - Core Area 

• Blueberry River First Nations - Area B and Civil Claim Area (Yahey Decision) 

• Halfway River First Nation - T8 Area East 

• Doig River First Nation - T8 Area East 
 
The HHSA recognizes the First Nations in the area and will work with the Provincial government to 
ensure meaningful engagement. The HHSA welcomes participation by all First Nations with an  
interest in the area and will look to further develop relationships throughout this process. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/
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Section 4: Hazard Management 

 
The Hudson’s Hope Ski Association will implement the Hazard Management and Visitor Safety Plans 
detailed in Appendix A.  
  

Section 4: Overlap with Existing Uses 
 
4.1 Mineral Tenure 

The Licence Area (Coal Grid Block 094B01B) does not overlap with any existing mineral tenures. 

 

Information Source: 

iMap BC dataset (https://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/imap4m/) 

 

The Hudson’s Hope Ski Association acknowledges that mineral tenures may be in the area of use 
in the future and that access and activities will need to be coordinated with the tenure holders. 

 

 
 

https://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/imap4m/
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4.2 Timber Tenure & Forest Use 

There are no forest tenures – including timber harvesting, range or recreation tenures – that overlap 
with this operation. 

 
Information Source: 

Mountain Resorts Branch Tourism Sector Strategy Division. 

 
 

4.3 Land Use Planning, Local or Regional Zoning Requirements 
 
The licence area is in the Protected Parks and Natural Space area of the District of Hudson’s Hope 
(Hudson’s Hope Official Community Plan, 2013), and aligns with the intent of the OCP.  
 

 
Figure 8. Hudson's Hope Official Community Plan (OCP): Land Use Map. The current and proposed area are indicated by 
the red polygon. The green polygons are defined in the OCP as Protected Parks and Natural Space reserved for outdoor 

recreational uses (no change to the OCP is required). 

 
4.4 Commercial Recreation Tenure & Guide Outfitter Territories 

The existing and proposed trails overlap with Bullhead Mountain Outfitters (Steven Gonwick, Guiding 
Certificate No. 701265). The HHSA received a letter of support from Bullhead Mountain Outfitters in 
January 2023 (see Appendix B).  
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Appendix A – Emergency Management Plan and Safety Plan 
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Hazard and Emergency Response Plan 
 
The Hudson’s Hope Ski Association will undertake all appropriate, diligent actions necessary to ensure 
public safety within the Controlled Recreation Area (CRA) including: 
 

• Maintaining the Controlled Recreation Area and the resort improvements in a safe condition.  

• Controlling, regulating, directing, or denying public access, including motorized vehicles, and all 
activities in the Controlled Recreation Area for the purpose of ensuring the safety of all visitors, 
resort staff and volunteers. 

• Subject to the above, allowing temporary access without charge through the Controlled 
Recreation Area to a person where that person does not make use of the Recreation 
Improvements. 

 
In addition to general maintenance and control of the area within the designated CRA, this plan details 
actions to take in case of natural hazards and an Emergency Contact list for the Hudson’s Hope area.  
 
Natural Hazards  
 
Natural hazards that may occur at the Hudson’s Hope Ski Hill are listed in Table 1 in order of likelihood 
of occurrence.  
 
Table 1 Actions to take in case of natural hazards at the Hudson's Hope Community All-Season Resort. 

Hazard Mitigation Level of Concern and explanations 

Cold wave Don’t open after -35°C This may happen a few times per year. 

Thunderstorm 
Watch local predictions and 
shut down lift when 
thunderstorm is likely or close 

Rare during winter seasons and may 
happen multiple times in the summer 
season 

Wildfire (air 
quality) 

Don’t open when smoke 
reaches dangerous levels or 
when area is under 
evacuation or evacuation alert 
by the BC Wildfire Service. 

Infrequent but may become more common 
with climate change. 

Heatwave Don’t open above +40°C Rare; may possibly happen once a year. 

Blizzard 
Shut down if snow levels 
hamper safe operation 

Extremely rare and has not happened in the 
last few decades 

Hailstorm 
Stop loading passengers, run the 
lift until empty, wait for the storm 
to pass 

May happen during thunderstorms, in which 
case closure would already be 
implemented, rare otherwise. 

Ice Storm 

Check for allowable safe 
operations of lift and safe 
riding. If neither are 
possible, don’t open 

Rare but may become more common with 
climate change. 
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Hazard Mitigation Level of Concern and explanations 

Sinkhole 
Determine scale of concern*, 
don’t open until the threat is 
determined and mitigated 

Impossible to predict but has not happened 
to date. 

Landslide 
Determine scale of concern*, 
don’t open until the threat is 
determined and mitigated 

Extremely rare to date, may become more of 
an issue with climate change 

Drought 
No smoking on the hill, parking lot 
only. No campfires. 

Full scale drought has never happened yet 
may become more of a concern with 
climate change 

Solar Flare 
Determine scale of concern*, 
don’t open until the threat is 
determined and mitigated. 

Exceedingly rare, has never been an issue. 
Possible hazards are electrical shut down 
of the mountain. Lift evac would be needed 
if open at the time. 

Earthquake 
Stop loading passengers, run 
lift until empty, shut down. 
Determine scale of concern* 

Extremely rare. The area is not very active 
and no earthquakes in recent times has 
been enough to be of concern. 

Avalanche 
Determine scale of concern*, 
don’t open until the threat is 
determined and mitigated. 

Exceedingly rare. The snow type, 
amounts, and terrain type of the mountain 
is non-conducive to avalanches. 

Table 2 Potential hazards and mitigation strategies. 

In the event of any of the hazards listed in Table 1, the HHSA would employ the knowledge and 
technical support of specialists in the area to help determine the scale of the concern.  

 
Wildfire Protection & Prevention 
 
Within the resort area, management of ground fuel will be the main contribution to wildfire protection. 
While not a solution it may slow a wildfire. The CRA is too small to significantly affect the spread of a 
large wildfire, and development of a fire break on Crown land outside of the CRA would need to be 
done in partnership with the Province. 
 
Fire Prevention Measures: 
 
The Hudson’s Hope Ski Association will take all reasonable measures to ensure that all activities 
within the CRA boundary and as a part of Association activities abide by BC Wildfire Legislation and 
Regulations, including informing volunteers and patrons of applicable requirements and posting 
informational signage.  
 

• All vehicles must always have exhaust or spark arrestors. 

• No smoking on the hill, all smoking is restricted to the parking lot during summer activities. 

• All campfires must abide by the BC Campfire Regulations, and no campfires are permitted after 
the fire hazard level has reached moderate or higher. 

• All BBQ or other cooking must have a minimum of 8 liters of water within reach. 

• All batteries must be charged in approved locations. 
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If there is an evacuation or evacuation alert issued from the BC Wildfire Service, the facility will be 
closed down until it is lifted.  
 
Bear and Wildlife Awareness 
Visitors will be reminded on arrival that bears and other dangerous wildlife are common in the Peace 
River Region, to stay aware of their surroundings, and to ensure no garbage is left behind.   
 
Volunteers will monitor the area within the CRA to ensure garbage is picked up and disposed of 
properly off-site.  
 
Signage will be posted at the cabin detailing bear awareness and etiquette required to mitigate wildlife 
encounters.  
 
Emergency Contact List 
Hudson’s Hope has one health centre, an RCMP detachment, an ambulance / paramedic service fire 
protection services equipped with one fire truck and a volunteer fire department. In case of 
emergencies, guests and HHSA volunteers are to dial 9-1-1.  
 
Table 3 Emergency Contact List. 

Hudson’s Hope Police / RCMP 250-783-5241 

Fire Department: 
District of Hudson’s Hope Department of 
Protective Services 

Non-Emergency: 
250-783-9901 Ext. 208 

Ambulance Emergency: 911 

Hudson’s Hope Health Centre 250-783-9991 

Hospital (Chetwynd) 250-788-2236 

 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY DIAL 9-1-1 
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Visitor Safety Plan 
 
Skiing, snowboarding, biking and other activities that take place at mountain resort facilities involve the 
risk of injury. The information contained in this Safety Management Plan will be used to inform visitors 
of the risks, dangers and hazards that may be encountered at a ski area and help to ensure visitors and 
volunteers stay safe while enjoying the activities offered at the Hudson’s Hope Community All-Season 
Resort. 
 
Responsibility Codes 
The standard Mountain Bikers Responsibility Code pictured in Figure 9 and summarized below will be 
posted at the resort and included on facility bike passes.  
 

1. RIDE IN CONTROL AND WITHIN YOUR ABILITY LEVEL. You must be able to stop and avoid 
other people or objects. You must understand bike park signage, trail ratings and trail 
progression. Start slow and small. Ride trails and features matching your ability. 

2. PROTECT YOURSELF. Helmets are mandatory in Bike Parks and strongly recommended on 
all other trails. Other protective equipment is strongly recommended. 

3. DO NOT RIDE if your ability or judgement is impaired by drugs, alcohol or fatigue. 
4. INSPECT TRAILS AND FEATURES. Conditions change constantly on trails and features. 

Inspect features before use and throughout the day. 

5. BE LIFT SMART. Make sure you have the physical dexterity, ability and knowledge to safely 
load, ride and unload lifts when riding at lift access resorts. Ask for assistance with chairlifts and 
surface lifts if unsure. 

6. LOOK OUT FOR OTHERS. Avoid riders ahead of you. They have the right of way. Yield to 
other riders when entering a trail. 

7. BE VISIBLE. Do not stop where you obstruct a trail or are not visible from above. 

8. INSPECT AND MAINTAIN YOUR BIKE or have it checked by a qualified bike mechanic before 
you ride. 

9. OBEY SIGNS AND WARNINGS. Stay on marked trails. Do not cut switchbacks and keep off of 
closed areas 

10. COOPERATE. If you are involved in or witness a Collision or accident, you must identify 
yourself to the Bike Patrol, staff member or local authority. 
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Figure 9 Mountain bikers responsibility code. 

 
Ski Lift Safety 

• If unfamiliar with a lift operation, first watch others and learn, or ask for assistance. 

• Slow down before approaching the entrance to a lift. 

• Obey all posted instructions. 

• Ensure your lift ticket is available for ticket checkers. For RFID enabled tickets ensure your 
ticket is in a pocket without other cards or electronics, so it can be read by the RFID gates. 

• Skiers: remove pole straps from wrists, hold poles with tips forward. 

• Secure loose items – make sure you don’t have anything that can catch on the carrier (chair, t-
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bar, conveyor etc.) like loose clothing, zippers, strings and hair. 

• Remove audio headsets before reaching the lift-loading and unloading platform. 

• If carrying a backpack, remove it and hold on your lap while on the lift. Infant front carriers and 
child backpack carriers are not permitted on ski lifts (with the exception of some gondolas that 
also provide sightseeing). 

• To speed up everyone’s ride, group up before reaching the final cue. 

• When riding a lift with small children, help them load and unload as well as lower and raise the 
bar. 

• It is OK to miss a chair and wait for the next one. 

 
 
Bike Park Safety 
Always wear a helmet, ride within your ability, never ride alone and stay on designated trails. 
 
Having the right equipment and protecting yourself from abrasions is key to enjoying your day in the 
bike park. 
 
Things to consider when preparing to hit the bike park are summarized in Table 4.  
 
Table 4 Bike park safety requirements and recommendations. 

Helmets Helmets are required for all riders 

PPE 
Personal protective equipment including full finger gloves, Knee & 
Elbow pad, Long sleeve shirt, Goggles or sunglasses, Sturdy soled 
closed-toe shoes. Body armour & neck braces are optional 

Bike 
Mountain bikes must be in good working order.  Full-suspension 
mountain bike with hydraulic disc brakes are recommended. 

Repairs 
Always carry the gear required for minor repairs to your bike, and/or 
replace a flat tire. 

 
 
Exclusion of Liability 
In addition to taking all reasonable measures to protect visitors from the risks associated with using the 
facility, (Figure 1).  
 
As with most ski and bike resorts in BC, it is a condition of the use of the premises and facilities and a 
visitor’s participation in these activities that they assume all risk of personal injury, death or property 
loss resulting from any cause whatsoever, including negligence, breach of contract, or breach of any 
duty of care on the part of the ski area operator. 
 
The legal responsibility as a user of the ski area premises and facilities or participant in activities at the 
ski area is explained in the Exclusion of Liability notice seen in Figure 1, which will be posted at the ski 
area and printed on each facility pass.  
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Figure 10 Exclusion of liability signage. 
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Appendix B – Letter of Recommendation, Bullhead Mountain Outfitters 




