
Mineral Exploration Permitting Improvements
BC has been working to improve the mineral exploration permitting process with a focus on clarity, predictability 
and timeliness for all involved: industry, First Nations and provincial staff. Improvements have already been made, 
including:

•	 Clearer application requirements—avoiding frequent follow-up questions that slow the process as well as more 
comprehensive referrals to First Nations in the consultation process.

•	 Shifting from an application ‘batching process’ to addressing applications as they are submitted.
•	 Continued process enhancements resulting in processing 34% more permits in 2025 with the same average 

turnaround time. 

Effective April 1, 2026, BC is building on these improvements by implementing three streams of application 
processing with fixed timelines and transparent processes.

MX  
Application 

Tier

Exploration Activity 
First Nations 
EngagementActivity Type Activity Level and Land  

Disturbance

Tier 1 
Streamlined
(40-day 
decision)

•	 Surface drilling
•	 New exploration access
•	 Existing access modification
•	 Helipads
•	 Short-term industrial camp
•	 Water supply 

•	 ≤ 25 small (15m x 15m) drill sites
•	 < 1km new exploration access construction
•	 No new QP engineered stream crossings
•	 ≤ 5 km existing access modification
•	 Seasonal camps including constructed pads
•	 Water supply for camps and mining 

equipment

•	 Documented 
support or non-
objection from 
First Nation(s) who 
are proportionally 
most impacted by 
proposed activity.

Tier 2 
Standard
(90-day 
decision)

Any Tier 1 activities plus any of:
•	 Temporary air strips, boat 

ramps, or staging areas
•	 Camp buildings
•	 Mechanical trenching or test 

pits
•	 Bulk fuel / lubricants storage
•	 Bridges, culverts, and 

crossings 

•	 Up to 25 unreclaimed drill sites at any given 
time

•	 ≤ 5 km new exploration access construction
•	 New stream crossings requiring QP 

engineered plans
•	 Camp buildings remaining on site year-round
•	 ≤ 10 km existing access modification
•	 ≤ 20,000 L fuel storage

•	 First Nations have 
been informed of the 
details of work being 
planned.

•	 First Nations are 
aware of the permit 
application being 
submitted.

Tier 3 
Enhanced
(140-day 
decision) 

Any Tier 1/2 activities plus any 
of: 
•	 Blasting 
•	 Underground exploration
•	 Producing regional mineral 

mines
•	 Explosive magazine storage
•	 Seismic testing using 

explosives
•	 Bulk sampling
•	 Ore and/or waste stockpiles
•	 Coordinated multiple 

authorizations 

•	 > 5 km new exploration access construction
•	 > 20,000 L fuel storage
•	 ≤10,000 t bulk sampling of ore
•	 Work in a community watershed
•	 Stream crossings or other disturbance 

outside of the acquired tenure
•	 In an area of known high cultural heritage 

concern 
•	 Total new disturbance >10 ha

•	 Engagement has not 
commenced.

•	 First Nation(s) 
proportionately 
most impacted by 
proposed activity 
have communicated 
significant concerns 
about the project.

•	 Project area is 
complex with respect 
to overlapping First 
Nation Territories.

Mineral Exploration Permitting Matrix

Timelines will be determined based on the highest tier that applies. 



,

Escalation Process
•	 Applications will be escalated throughout the process if 

challenges arise or timelines at stage gates are not met.
•	 If a delay is expected at ¾ of the way through the 

adjudication process, the Chief Permitting Officer (CPO) 
will be notified, a course of action will be determined 
and communicated to the proponent. 

•	 If an application reaches its tiered timeline date 
(40/90/140 days) without a decision, it will be formally 
escalated to the CPO. The CPO will have 14 calendar 
days to make a decision or meet with the applicant to 
discuss next steps and any concerns with the file. 

Calculation of Timeline
•	 Within 7 calendar days of submission, the Ministry will 

confirm whether the application has been accepted and 
advise the proponent of the assigned tier.

•	 Tracking begins on the date the application is accepted 
and ends on the date a decision is made, excluding any 
time the application is with the proponent for additional 
information or response. 

•	 Applications are expected to be detailed and complete at 
the time of submission. Regional staff will be available to 
provide pre-submission guidance and answer questions 
to ensure applications are ready for submission. 

Action Plan for Continuous 
Improvement
Over the next 12 months, the Ministry will work with all 
parties to identify and implement further efficiencies in the 
permitting process. Actions will be informed by internal 
and external discussions, past permitting experience, and 
international best practices. Planned actions include: 

•	 Reviewing policy and training to improve consistency 
in decision making and the application of regulations 
across the province.

•	 Further improvements to the Notice of Work (NoW) 
application form and Mine Space systems to modernize 
the user experience, including enhanced mapping 
functionality for applications, and further integration of 
communications to improve efficiency and transparency.

•	 Continued proactive engagement with First Nations 
based on anticipated exploration activities across the 
province, and enhanced communication materials for 
industry and First Nations to increase transparency and 
provide area-specific expectations.

•	 A 9-month review of the Mineral Exploration Permitting 
Matrix, including a timeline assessment and user 
experience survey, to inform ongoing improvements.
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