Amendments to the Standards – April 2018
Climate Based Seed Transfer
In accordance with requirements and authorities provided under section 169 of the Forest and Range
Practices Act (FRPA), section 43 of the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation and section 32 of the
Woodlot Licence Planning and Practices Regulation, the following amendments have been made to the
Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed Use:

Part 1: DEFINITIONS
The following definitions are added to Part 1:
“BEC unit” means the Province of British Columbia’s Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification
zone, subzone and variant (where variant is applicable), as published by DataBC at:
https://catalogue.data.gov.bc.ca/dataset/biogeoclimatic-ecosystem-classification-bec-map, and
as amended from time to time;
“CBST” means climate based seed transfer;
“CBST area of use” means an area of use composed of one or more BEC units where a lot may
be planted;
“Seed BEC unit” means:
a) for lots collected from natural stands within BC, the BEC unit of origin for the stand, and,
b) for lots collected from:
i.
natural stands located outside of BC,
ii.
parent trees located within BC; and
iii.
parent trees located outside of BC,
the BEC unit assigned by the Branch;

The following definition in Part 1 is repealed and replaced:
“Branch” means Forest Improvement and Research Management Branch of the Ministry of
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development;

In Part 1, in the definition of “origin,” paragraph (a) (v) is repealed and replaced by:
(a) (v)

the BEC unit in which the collection area is located;

Part 5: REGISTRATION
The following sections are added to Part 5:
5.1.41 The Branch must assign a Seed BEC unit for lots collected from:
a) natural stands outside of BC,
b) parent trees located within BC; and
c) parent trees located outside of BC.
5.1.42 The Branch must assign or confirm an orchard identification number for lots collected from an
orchard or production facility located within or outside BC.
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5.1.43 The Branch must make available information assigned in 5.1.41 and 5.1.42, in the Seed Planning
and Registry System.

The following section in Part 5 is repealed and replaced by:
5.1.6 The owner of a registered lot, a person authorized to act on that person’s behalf, or a person
employed by the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development,
may request an amendment to information respecting that lot recorded under section 5.1.3 (b) (ii),
if
a) the person identifies an error in the recorded information and provides information to verify
the error, or
b)

the ownership of the lot changes and the person provides information respecting the change
in ownership.

The following section in Part 5 is repealed and replaced by:
5.2.1.1 (b) the trees referred to in paragraph (a) must all be located within
i) a single BEC unit, and
iii) a collection area with a radius no greater than 8 kilometres.

Section 5.2.1.1 (c) is repealed.
Section 5.2.2.6 (b) is repealed and replaced by:
b) Sitka spruce (Ss) selected from natural stands within the Georgia Lowlands (GL)
Natural Stand Seed Planning Zone and the Maritime (M) Natural Stand Seed Planning
Zone, outside of Haida Gwaii, may be included in the same lot.

Part 8: TRANSFER LIMITS FOR REGISTERED LOTS
Part 8 is repealed and replaced by:

8. SEED TRANSFER
8.1 In this Part:
a) “area” means the net area to be reforested referred to in section 29 of the Act;
b) “agreement” means
i) a major licence or community forest agreement to which section 29 (1) of the Act applies,
or
ii) a woodlot licence to which section 29 (3) of the Act applies;
c) “fiscal year” means the period beginning on April 1st of one year and ending on March 31st of
the following year;
d) “management unit” means a tree farm licence area or timber supply area;
e) “small operator” means the holder of an agreement with an annual allowable cut of 5,000
cubic metres or less;
f) “timber sales licence” means a timber sales licence to which section 29 (2) of the Act applies.
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8.2 General Requirements
8.2.1

Seedlings or cuttings must be planted on areas that comply with either the geographically based
seed transfer standards described in section 8.3 or the climate based seed transfer standards
described in section 8.4.

8.2.2

Despite this Part, a person, other than a timber sales manager, who is required to establish a stand
under section 29 of the Act is required to ensure that 95 per cent of the combined total of the
number of seedlings and the number of cuttings that are planted during each fiscal year, by or on
behalf of that person with respect to all agreements held by that person in a single management
unit, comply with the requirements of sections 8.3 or 8.4.

8.2.3

Despite this Part, a timber sales manager who is required to establish a stand under section 29 of
the Act is required to ensure that 95 per cent of the combined total of the number of seedlings and
the number of cuttings that are planted during each fiscal year, by or on behalf of the timber sales
manager,
a) with respect to all timber sale licences located within a single management unit, or
b) with respect to a specific timber sales licence, if it is not located within a management unit,
comply with the requirements of sections 8.3 or 8.4.

8.3 Requirements that apply if Geographically Based Seed Transfer Standards
will be used under 8.2.1
8.3.1

Seedlings or cuttings grown from a lot registered as a lot collected from a natural stand within
British Columbia must be planted on areas that comply with the transfer limits in Appendix 3 that
apply to the lot, based on its species and origin.

8.3.2

Seedlings or cuttings grown from a lot registered as a lot collected from untested parent trees
within British Columbia must be planted on areas that comply with the transfer limits in
Appendix 4 that apply to the lot, based on its species and origin.

8.3.3

Seedlings or cuttings grown from a lot registered as a lot collected from a superior provenance
must be planted on areas that comply with the transfer limits in Appendix 5 that apply to the lot,
based on its species and origin.

8.3.4

Seedlings or cuttings grown from a lot registered as a lot collected from tested parent trees within
British Columbia must be planted on areas within
a) the area of use in Appendix 2, or
b) the tested parent tree seed planning zone, or latitude range within a tested parent tree
planning zone, and the overlap in elevation ranges,
that constitute the origin of the lot.

8.3.5

Seedlings or cuttings grown from a lot registered as a custom lot must be planted within
a) the tested parent tree seed planning zone referred to in paragraph (e) (i) of the definition of
“origin,” and
b) the elevation and latitude transfer limits in Appendix 4 that apply to
i) the species of the lot, and
ii) the natural stand seed planning zone that encompasses the largest proportion of the
tested parent tree seed planning zone referred to in paragraph (a), as if this natural stand
seed planning zone is the zone of origin referred to in Appendix 4,
applied to the weighted mean elevation and weighted mean latitude referred to in paragraph (e)
(ii) and (iii) of the definition of “origin.”

8.3.6

Seedlings or cuttings grown from a lot registered as a lot collected from
a) a natural stand, or
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b) parent trees,
outside of British Columbia must be planted on areas that comply with the transfer limits in Table
6.1 or 6.2 of Appendix 6 that apply to the lot, based on its species and origin.
8.3.7

Despite this Part, if a lot collected from parent trees within British Columbia was registered under
section 3 of the Tree Cone, Seed and Vegetative Material Regulation, prior to its repeal, a person,
at his or her sole discretion, may choose to follow either
a) the applicable transfer limits referred to in this Part, or
b) the transfer limits that applied to the lot at the time it was registered.

8.3.8

Despite this Part, in areas of use within LW1 and LW2 tested parent tree seed planning zones as
identified on the Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed Use website at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/treeseed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use,
a) a person, other than a timber sales manager, who is required to establish a stand under
section 29 of the Act, may plant up to 10 per cent western larch seedlings, of the combined
total of the number of seedlings and the number of cuttings that are planted during each
fiscal year, by or on behalf of that person, with respect to all agreements held by that person
in a single management unit, and
b) a small operator may plant up to 10 percent or 5,000 western larch seedlings, whichever is
greater, of the combined total of the number of seedlings and the number of cuttings that are
planted during each fiscal year, by or on behalf of that person with respect to that agreement.

8.3.9

Despite this Part, a timber sales manager who is required to establish a stand under section 29 of
the Act may plant up to 10 per cent western larch seedlings of the combined total of the number
of seedlings and the number of cuttings that are planted during each fiscal year, by or on behalf of
the timber sales manager,
a) with respect to all timber sale licences located within a single management unit, or
b) with respect to a specific timber sales licence, if it is not located within a management unit,
in areas of use within LW1 and LW2 tested parent tree seed planning zones as identified on the
Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed Use website at:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/treeseed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use.

8.4 Requirements that apply if Climate Based Seed Transfer Standards will be
used under 8.2.1
8.4.1

Seedlings or cuttings grown from a registered lot must be planted on the CBST Area of Use
identified for the tree species and Seed BEC unit in the “CBST Areas of Use for British
Columbia” document located at the Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed Use website at
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/treeseed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use.

8.4.2

The Branch must make available “CBST Areas of Use for British Columbia” referenced in 8.4.1,
in the Seed Planning and Registry System.
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APPENDIX 1 – REGISTRATION INFORMATION
3. Lots collected from natural stands within British Columbia
Section 3.1 is repealed and replaced by:
3.1 Collection area information for lots collected from natural stands, including superior
provenances
1. Provenance name of collection area or closest geographic feature identified on a map (e.g., Birch
Island)
2. Radius of collection area in kilometres
3. Mean latitude of collection area in degrees, minutes and seconds
4. Mean longitude of collection area in degrees, minutes and seconds
5. Collection area map in digital spatial format
6. Mean, lowest and highest elevation of collection area in metres
7. BEC unit in which collection area is located
8. Natural stand seed planning zone in which collection area is located
9. If the answer to #8 is the Maritime (M) Natural Stand Seed Planning Zone, is collection area on
Haida Gwaii, the Mainland or Vancouver Island?

4. Lots collected from parent trees within British Columbia
Paragraph 1 of section 4.2 is repealed and replaced by:
4.2 Seedlots collected from parent trees
1. Name, address, phone number and identification number of the seed orchard at which the lot was
collected

Paragraph 1 of section 4.3 is repealed and replaced by:
4.3 Vegetative lots collected from parent trees
1. Name, address, phone number and identification number of the production facility at which the
lot was collected

5. Lots collected from outside British Columbia
Paragraph 1 of section 5.2 is repealed and replaced by:
5.2 Seedlots lots collected from parent trees
1. Does the seedlot consist of seeds collected from parent trees located at a seed orchard identified
in Table 6.2 of Appendix 6? Yes or No (Identify orchard by orchard identification number, if one
has been assigned)

Paragraph 1 of section 5.3 is repealed and replaced by:
5.3 Vegetative lots collected from parent trees
1. Does the vegetative lot consist of vegetative material collected directly from parent trees, or from
donor plants grown from seeds collected from parent trees, located in a seed orchard identified in
Table 6.2 of Appendix 6? Yes or No (Identify orchard by orchard identification number, if one
has been assigned)
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APPENDIX 2 – SEED PLANNING ZONES
Appendix 2 is repealed and replaced by:

APPENDIX 2 – SEED PLANNING ZONES
Seed planning zone (SPZ) spatial data may be downloaded or viewed on the DataBC website at:
https://data.gov.bc.ca/ except for tested parent tree seed planning zones LW1 and LW2 which are found at
the Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed Use website at
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/treeseed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use

Natural Stand Seed Planning Zones
The seed planning zones for all species of natural stands are identified by the codes and names set out by
region in Table 2.1.
Table 2.1 Natural Stand Seed Planning Zones
Region

SPZ Code

SPZ Name

Coast

GL

Georgia Lowlands

M

Maritime

SM

Submaritime

BB

Big Bar

BLK

Bulkley

BSH

Bush

CHL

Chilcotin

CP

Central Plateau

CT

Cariboo Transition

DK

Dease Klappan

EK

East Kootenay

FIN

Finlay

FN

Fort Nelson

HH

Hudson Hope

MGR

McGregor

MIC

Mica

MRB

Mt. Robson

NCH

Nechako

NST

Nass Skeena Transition

QL

Quesnel Lakes

SA

Shuswap Adams

TOA

Thompson Okanagan Arid

TOD

Thompson Okanagan Dry

WK

West Kootenay

Interior
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Tested Parent Tree Seed Planning Zones
The areas of use determined for tested parent trees for use within British Columbia are located within a
Tested Parent Tree Seed Planning Zone. The tested parent tree seed planning zones are identified by the
codes and names set out in Table 2.2 and Table 2.3.
Tested parent tree areas of use are described at the Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed Use website at
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managing-our-forest-resources/treeseed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use
Tested parent tree area of use spatial data (also known as seed planning units) may be downloaded or
viewed on the DataBC website at: https://data.gov.bc.ca/
Table 2.2 Tested Parent Tree Seed Planning Zones
Species
Code

Name

SPZ Code

SPZ Name

Cw

Western Redcedar

M

Maritime

Dr

Red Alder

M

Maritime

Fdc

Coastal Douglas-fir

GL

Georgia Lowlands

M

Maritime

Fdi

Hw
Lw

Interior Douglas-fir

Western Hemlock
Western Larch

SM

Submaritime

CT

Cariboo Transition

EK

East Kootenay

NE

Nelson

PG

Prince George

QL

Quesnel Lakes

PGC

Prince George / Cariboo Transition

QLN

Quesnel Lakes / Nelson

GL

Georgia Lowlands

M

Maritime

EK

East Kootenay

NE

Nelson

NEK
Pli

Pw

Py

Interior Lodgepole Pine

Western White Pine

Ponderosa Pine

Nelson / East Kootenay

BV

Bulkley Valley

CP

Central Plateau

EK

East Kootenay

NE

Nelson

PG

Prince George

TO

Thompson Okanagan

BVC

Bulkley Valley / Central Plateau

BVP

Bulkley Valley / Prince George

CPP

Central Plateau / Prince George

PGN

Prince George / Nelson

TON

Thompson Okanagan / Nelson

GL

Georgia Lowlands

M

Maritime

KQ

Kootenay Quesnel

SI

Southern Interior
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Species
Code
Ss

Name

SPZ Code

Sitka Spruce

SPZ Name

GL

Georgia Lowlands

M

Maritime

Table 2.2 Tested Parent Tree Seed Planning Zones
Species
Code
Sx

Yc

Name

SPZ Code

Interior Spruce
(White, Englemann and
their hybrids)

BV

Bulkley Valley

EK

East Kootenay

NE

Nelson

PG

Prince George

PR

Peace River

TO

Thompson Okanagan

BVP

Bulkley Valley / Prince George

NEK

Nelson / East Kootenay

PGN

Prince George / Nelson

TON

Thompson Okanagan / Nelson

Yellow-cedar

M

SPZ Name

Maritime

Table 2.3. Tested Parent Tree Seed Planning Zones for Climate Change
Species
Code
Lw

Name

SPZ Code

Western Larch

SPZ Name

LW1

Lw Climate Change 1

LW2

Lw Climate Change 2

SUPPORTING INFORMATION:
Information supporting this amendment (i.e. the document “CBST Areas of Use for British
Columbia” referenced in section 8.4.1), is available on the Chief Forester’s Standards for Seed
Use website noted below.
EFFECTIVE DATE OF AMENDMENT:
This amendment comes into effect on August 6, 2018. The 4-month notification period, required
under section 169 of FRPA, may be waived by a person who uses seeds or vegetative material for the
purposes of establishing stand under section 29 of the Act in accordance with section 169(4)(c)(ii).

This amendment, together with supporting information, is posted at the Chief Forester’s Standards

for Seed Use website at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/forestry/managingour-forest-resources/tree-seed/legislation-standards/chief-forester-s-standards-for-seed-use.
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Questions regarding this amendment can be directed to the Forest Improvement and Research Management
Branch, Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development:
Margot Spence RPF
Tree Seed Policy Officer
Phone: (250) 387-4839
E-mail: Margot.Spence@gov.bc.ca

Susan Zedel P.Ag.
Seed Resource Specialist
Phone: (250) 356-1598
E-mail: Susan.Zedel@gov.bc.ca

Leslie McAuley RFT
Decision Support Officer
Phone: (250) 356-6208
Email: Leslie.McAuley@gov.bc.ca
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