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File:  19400-04/CP-RP 2024 

Reference: 279229 

August 1, 2024 

To: Regional Executive Directors 

 District Managers 

 Timber Sales Managers 

From: Doug Kelly, Director, Forest Tenures Branch 

Re: Forest Act, Bulletin #15: Cutting Permit and Road Permit Administration 

On April 1, 2024, the Forest Statutes Amendment Act (Bill 41-2023) came into effect 

allowing the following: 

• Increased discretion to the issuance of cutting permits (CPs) and road permits (RPs); 

• Increased authority to collect information; and 

• Increased authority to add conditions consistent with or more restrictive than forestry 

legislation, the agreement, and the Forest Stewardship Plan. 

 

Attached is a new Forest Act, Bulletin #15: Cutting Permit and Road Permit Administration 

that provides additional guidance on the discretionary issuance of CPs and RPs.  This 

guidance supports the previous advice dated March 19, 2024, that included a summary of the 

new Forest Act, Part 3.1 and Part 8.0 provision for the licence agreement, and CP and RP 

administration and interim guidance regarding the Forest Operations Map. 

 

To support operations, the delegation matrix was updated on April 2, 2024, that delegated the 

new decisions required in the Forest Act from the Minister, which also provides other 

ministries limited delegated authority.  Please refer to the website for the delegation matrix to 

confirm the appropriate decision maker. 

 

Forest Tenures Branch continues to lead implementation of these Forest Act amendments 

including the ongoing updating of bulletins, guidance manuals, policy, delegation matrix and 

templates relating to CP and RP administration.  Training and ongoing support will be 

provided through local area meetings (e.g., Area Tenure Meetings, Operational Issues Form, 

District Manager, and Community of Practice for CP/RP Discretion) to assist staff and 

delegated decision makers, licensees and First Nations with their respective roles and 

responsibilities under the CP and RP discretionary issuance framework.  The new application 

form, template letters, permits, guidance and route cards are available on the Forest Tenures 

Branch SharePoint site. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/letter_to_licensees_on_legislation_overview.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/letter_to_licensees_on_legislation_overview.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/forestry/timber-tenures/timber-tenure-bulletins-policies-procedure/letter_cp-rp_issuance_fom_interim_guidance.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/transfer-of-authority
https://bcgov.sharepoint.com/sites/FOR-FTA/Cutting%20Permit%20and%20Road%20Permit%20Administration/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://bcgov.sharepoint.com/sites/FOR-FTA/Cutting%20Permit%20and%20Road%20Permit%20Administration/Forms/AllItems.aspx
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As part of our commitment to continuous improvement, these forms and supporting material 

will be updated as needed and will undergo periodic reviews with District input. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Forest Tenures Branch 

staff at ForestTenuresBranch@gov.bc.ca. 

 

Doug Kelly 

Director 

Forest Tenures Branch 

Attachment: Forest Act, Bulletin #15 – Cutting Permit and Road Permit Administration  

 

pc: James Mack, Assistant Deputy Minister, Water, Fisheries and Coast Division 

    Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 

 Jen Psyllakis, A/Assistant Deputy Minister, Species at Risk Recovery Division 

    Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 

David Muter, Assistant Deputy Minister. Land Use Planning and Cumulative 

    Effects Division, Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship 

 Matt Austin, Assistant Deputy Minister, Integrated Resource Operations Division 

 Shane Berg, Assistant Deputy Minister & Chief Forester 

 Sarah Fraser, Assistant Deputy Minister, Coast Area 

 Mike Hykaway, Assistant Deputy Minister, North Area 

 Jamie Jeffreys, Assistant Deputy Minister, South Area 

 Ian Meier, Assistant Deputy Minister, BC Wildfire Services 

 Melissa Sanderson, Assistant Deputy Minister, Timber, Range and 

    Economics Division 

 Rachael Pollard, Executive Director, Forest Sector Transformation 

    Timber, Range and Economics Division 

 Allan Powelson, Executive Director, BC Timber Sales 

 Rob Schweitzer, Executive Director, BC Wildfire Service 

 Ariel Taylor, Executive Director, Indigenous Relations Branch 

 Ted White, Executive Director, Compliance & Enforcement, Forest Tenures 

    and Engineering, Integrated Resource Operations Division 

 Allan Bennett, Director, Timber Pricing Branch 

 Danielle Cuthbertson, A/Director, Range Branch 

 Derek Lefler, Director, Forest Science, Planning and Practices Branch 

 Peter Wyatt, Director, Engineering Branch 

 Steven Stussi, Section Head, Legislation and Policy, Compliance and 

    Enforcement Branch 

 Ivan Eggers, Manager, Business Applications for Forests, Forest Tenures Branch 

 Kevin Kilpatrick, Senior Timber Tenures Forester, Forest Tenures Branch 
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 Anthony Giannotti, Director, Pricing and Tenures, Omineca Region 

 Larry Henry, Director - Pricing & Tenures, South Area 

 Randy Husband, Director Pricing, Tenures and Administration, West Coast Region 


