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OVERVIEW 
 
This document contains the Broadleaf Management Standards that must be followed for all 
reforestation activities funded under the Forest Investment Program (FIP). This document is in addition 
to the FIP General Standards. 

1 Background 
 
Broadleaf species play a vital role in promoting healthy, resilient, and diverse forested ecosystems. 
Their presence enhances wildfire resiliency by reducing flammability during the growing season, 
moderating fire behaviour, and contributing to the formation of natural firebreaks. Broadleaf species 
also support forest health by interrupting host continuity for pests and diseases common to coniferous 
species, improving nutrient cycling, and increasing structural diversity at the stand and landscape 
levels. Additionally, broadleaf trees hold cultural, ecological, and practical significance for many First 
Nations.  

Despite these benefits, broadleaf species have historically been underrepresented in planting efforts 
across British Columbia. Recognizing the benefits of diverse forest compositions, FIP supports and 
encourages the planting and retention of broadleaf species. This document specifically highlights 
broadleaf trees, where ecologically appropriate, as part of efforts to build climate-adapted resilient 
forests that can better withstand disturbances, aid in climate change mitigation, provide critical habitat, 
and reflect the cultural values of Indigenous communities. 

2 Incorporating and Retaining Broadleaf Species 
 
2.1  Key Areas for Broadleaf Species 

Planting of broadleaf species will be prioritized in the following areas: 
• Adjacent to communities, 
• Fuel breaks, 
• Roads, 
• Riparian areas, 
• Culturally significant landscapes determined by First Nations, or 
• Within critical wildlife habitat (species at risk). 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=D3B0846C9A604D7B9F7633D358649D21
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=D278643F43AB4DFAB83E4FA42A246991
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2.2  Inclusion of Broadleaf Species in Treatment Plans 
• Treatment plans must consider targeting planting of 10% or more of broadleaf species where 

ecologically appropriate and proposed sites align with the key areas noted above in article 2.1. 
• Broadleaf species selection must align with site conditions and local ecological requirements. 

2.3  Retention of Natural Broadleaf Species 
• Naturally regenerating broadleaf species should be preserved unless their removal is essential 

to achieving treatment objectives.  
• Site preparation activities should be planned to avoid damaging existing broadleaf species 

where possible. 
 
2.4  Stocking Standards 

• Broadleaf species may be added to stocking standards identified within treatment 
prescriptions with the approval of an appropriate ministry representative. 

2.5  Brushing 
• Brushing of broadleaf species will not be funded. 

Site Limiting Factors 
 
The table below shows the resistance and risk class of several broadleaf species in British Columbia. 
The three interpretive classes used are: L - low, M - moderate, and H - high.  

Table 1 Broadleaf resistance and risk class. 

Species 
Resistance Class Risk Class 

Frost Snow Wind Drought Water 
surplus Light Insect Fungi Fire 

Arbutus L M M H L L L H H 
Balsam poplar H M H L H L L M L 
Bigleaf maple L L M L H L L M L 
Bitter cherry M - - L H M - - - 
Black cottonwood M M H L H L L L L 
Cascara sagrada L L M H H M L L L 
Garry oak L L M H H M L M L 
Mountain alder H - - L H M - - - 
Paper birch H L M M H L M L M 
Red alder L L M L H L L M L 
Trembling aspen H M M L H L M M-H M 
Western flowering 
dogwood L - - M M M - - - 

 


	Overview
	1 Background
	2 Incorporating and Retaining Broadleaf Species
	2.1  Key Areas for Broadleaf Species
	2.2  Inclusion of Broadleaf Species in Treatment Plans
	2.3  Retention of Natural Broadleaf Species
	2.4  Stocking Standards
	2.5  Brushing
	Site Limiting Factors
	Table 1 Broadleaf resistance and risk class.


