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OVERVIEW 
This document contains the reforestation monitoring and forward planning standards that must be 
followed for all activities funded under the Forest Investment Program (FIP). This document is in 
addition to the FIP General Standards and the FIP Post-Wildfire Eligibility Assessments & Survey 
Standards. 

Background 
Areas reforested under FIP do not have legal obligations to meet free growing requirements. However, 
meeting these requirements is currently used by FIP as a basis to determine if areas reforested under 
the program are in line to become healthy, well stocked mature stands and if treatments are required 
either currently or in the future to meet a free growing state. Regeneration (regen) and free growing 
surveys are used to determine current species composition and stocking and to update silviculture and 
forest cover labels.

Treatment plans must define conditions for a free growing state and this process must be followed to 
achieve the prescribed desired conditions. Approved stocking standards may be used where 
appropriate to meet program goals and any changes to these stocking standards require approval by 
an appropriate ministry representative.  

Forward planning of surveys and activities in the Reporting Silviculture Updates and Land Status 
Tracking System (RESULTS) critical to monitor reforestation investments. Adjustments to plans may be 
required to reflect stand conditions. Surveys may include walkthroughs, plots or a combination of both 
to meet the survey objectives and the FIP Reporting Standards. These surveys are also used to 
determine current species composition, stocking and to update silviculture and forest cover labels to 
be used for forest carbon modeling, updating the vegetation resource inventory and much more.  

Reforestation Monitoring and Forward Planning 

All FIP reforestation project surveys conducted during the time of planting will not be considered as 
regen surveys. All regen surveys must begin at least one full growing season after planting and within 
two years of planting completion. These regimes must be forward planned in RESULTS when entering 
planting data. To ensure intended outcomes, reforestation activities will be monitored starting within 
this timeframe and will continue regularly to confirm successful results.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=91214CCE3CEF4EE6BC27B8E15D1398BA
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4CE4CC4A61C9456980ABF2634030DB77
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/169C2D7E42E9486C96DFE86595464495
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/169C2D7E42E9486C96DFE86595464495
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Figure 1 Reforestation monitoring and forward planning flowchart 
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Reforestation Survey Definitions 

High risk areas – An area that presents significant challenges or hazards that could affect the success 
of reforestation efforts. This may include drought, frost, forest health issues, brush competition, etc. 
RESULTS objective code field is mandatory for drought (ND) or frost (NG) caused replants or fill plants. 

Survival Survey – Conducted one growing season after planting high-risk plantations to determine 
survival of a plantation and to prescribe immediate treatments where required to ensure the 
establishment of a forest stand. Risks could include drought, forest health issues, brush competition, 
pest damage, etc. Treatments required may include replanting, fill planting, brushing, etc. 

Regeneration Survey – Conducted approximately 2 growing seasons after planting to determine 
species composition and stocking, and update RESULTS forest cover. These surveys also identify 
current or potential stand issues and prescribe treatments where required to ensure the stand will 
reach the prescribed free growing state. Treatments required may include re-planting, fill planting, 
brushing, etc.  

Regeneration Performance Survey - Conducted approximately 6-10 growing seasons after planting 
to ensure the stand is on track to meet free growing requirements. If issues are present, corrective 
treatments are prescribed. Treatments required may include fill planting, brushing, etc. 

Free Growing Survey - Conducted approximately 10-15 growing seasons after planting to confirm the 
stand has achieved a free growing state and the stand is on track to become a well-stocked, healthy, 
mature stand. If necessary, treatments are prescribed to ensure stands will reach the prescribed free 
growing state. Treatments required may include fill planting, brushing, etc. Free growing surveys 
should not be completed immediately following a brushing treatment as the vegetation must be given 
time to recover before a free growing assessment can be made.  

Table 1 Reforestation survey base technique code. 

 
The FIP Base/Technique/ Method Activity Coding Guide provides guidance on specific RESULTS activity 
code usage for FIP delivery partners for effective outcome reporting. 

Activity Silv Base Silv Technique 
Eligibility Assessment SU – Surveys RE – Reconnaissance 
Survival Survey SU – Surveys SU - Survival 
Regeneration Survey SU – Surveys RG – Regen/Stocking 
Regeneration Performance Survey SU – Surveys RA – Regen Performance Assessment 
Free Growing Survey SU – Surveys FG – Free Growing 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4F1607919E934188B751CF5D4E5C4D00
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