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FOREST INVESTMENT PROGRAM 

Forest Nutrient Management Standards: 
Addendum 1 – Hand Application July  

2025 

OVERVIEW 
This document contains the standards that must be followed for all Forest Nutrient Management hand 
application activities funded under Forest Investment Program (FIP). These requirements are in 
addition to the Forest Investment Program Forest Nutrient Management Standards and the Forest 
Investment Program General Standards. 
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1  Definitions 

1.1 In this document, the following words have the following meanings: 

“broadcast” means even distribution of fertilizer over the entire treatment unit. 

“delivery point” means the location that the supplier will deliver fertilizer products to as stated in 
the contract for the purchase and sale of fertilizer between the Ministry of Forests (FOR) and the 
supplier.  

“individual tree application” means fertilizer is applied as evenly as possible to target trees 
throughout the area formed by the crown drip line and the tree stem. 

“supplier” means the entity that is currently under contract with FOR for the purchase and sale of 
fertilizer. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/795FC61B4A9A44CBA28C00E5A9FF6633
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4CE4CC4A61C9456980ABF2634030DB77
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/download/4CE4CC4A61C9456980ABF2634030DB77
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1.2 Terms not defined in this document are as defined in the Forest Investment Program General 
Standards and Forest Investment Program Forest Nutrient Management Standards. 

2 Worker Safety 

2.1 To minimize health risks associated with handling fertilizer, recommendations stated on the most 
up-to-date Safety Data Sheet for the relevant fertilizer product must be followed. 

2.2 The delivery partner must assess all work areas for hazards, including danger trees, before 
commencement of work in the area. A full assessment is required of the suspect danger trees by a 
certified Wildlife/Danger Tree Assessor. The recommendations made in the assessment, in the 
consideration of applicable site plans, must be implemented before the work referred to in that 
area starts.  

2.3 Where suspect danger trees are identified under the initial assessment in 2.2, the delivery partner 
is responsible for providing a Certified Wildlife Danger Tree Assessor and Faller for Harvesting and 
Silviculture as well as a Qualified Falling Supervisor as required by WorkSafe BC. 

3 Pre-Operations Requirements 

3.1 The delivery partner shall arrange for the shipment of fertilizer from the supplier delivery point. 

3.2 The delivery partner shall be responsible for the cost of the entire transport of the fertilizer from 
the supplier delivery point to the work area. 

3.3 The obligation of the delivery partner under these standards is not fulfilled until the proper 
disposal of all waste materials has been completed. Proper disposal of waste materials consists of 
the recycling or disposing, as appropriate, of waste materials to an extent that can be determined 
as reasonably eliminating any impact to the environment or public safety. 

3.4 The delivery partner must ensure boundaries are easily identifiable by workers either by using 
natural/operational boundaries or by flagging work areas, buffer zones and no treatment zones. 

4 Forest Nutrient Application 

4.1 Despite any requirement that is specified on a per hectare basis, all forest nutrient application 
requirements must be met throughout the entire work area either by broadcast or individual tree 
application.  
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5 Inspection and Payment Calculation 

Determination of Satisfactory Treatment 
5.1 The delivery partner shall ensure adequate record-keeping to track fertilization application rate 

(kg/ha) for each unit or sub-unit treated. 
 

5.2 For individual tree applications, inspections will consist of a series of plots distributed over the 
entire unit with each plot examining the findings on the items below:  

i Number of trees required to have been treated as laid out in the prescription 
according to species, size, or other specifications 

ii Number of trees that were treated  
iii Number of satisfactorily treated trees  
iv Number of non-satisfactorily treated trees 

 
5.3 Quality: 

(a) For individual tree application, this section replaces Section 6.3 (a) of the Forest Investment 
Program Forest Nutrient Management Standards. 
Application Quality (AQ), # of Satisfactorily Fertilized Trees (SFT), # of Trees Required to have 
been Fertilized (TRF) 

𝐀𝐀𝐀𝐀% = 𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏𝟏 𝐱𝐱 
𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒𝐒
𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓𝐓
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