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Forests First Nations Information Sharing

Requirements for Recipients

Overview

The Province of British Columbia is responsible for consulting with First Nations about activities on the
land base that may occur on their territory. The Province may delegate procedural aspects of
consultation to the proponent. These procedural aspects are considered “information sharing”.

The Forest Investment Program (FIP) is delivered by Ministry of Forests (FOR) districts and regions, BC
Timber Sales and by recipients. FOR contracts a third-party administrator to deliver some FIP
investments. That contract defines the recipient as a party designated by the Province of BC as eligible
to enter into a recipient agreement with the third-party administrator. Recipients are contractors with
recipient agreements with the FIP third-party program administrator. The recipient is responsible for
carrying out the information sharing with First Nations supported by region or district First Nations
Relations Advisors.

Expectations

Recipients are expected to contact district staff early in the information sharing process. The level or
depth of information sharing required is dependent on the type of activity and what is outlined in
agreements such as the Forest Consultation and Revenue Sharing Agreements - Province of British
Columbia (gov.bc.ca) or other agreements such as First Nations Forestry Agreements - Province of
British Columbia (gov.bc.ca). For example, in some districts information sharing is required prior to any
surveys being conducted on the ground, while in others it is only required prior to the initiation of
activities such as tree planting and aerial forest nutrient application.

The district or regional staff will provide guidance on the suggested information sharing level as well as
the expectations of the form and way the First Nation wants to be engaged, informed, or consulted.

The required information sharing timeline can range from 15 to 60 days or more if First Nations
request more time. Some First Nations want to be informed prior to anyone accessing the territory. It is
advisable to begin discussions with the district or regional First Nations Relations Advisor months prior
to a 60-day period. Each First Nation has their own communication requirements and early
engagement prior to consultation is highly recommended.

Ask your FIP contact for help in providing the appropriate First Nations Relations Advisor district
contact information.

Recipients MUST have written sign off from the District Manager, or delegated decision-
maker, that information sharing has been deemed adequate prior to commencing work or
moving on to further milestones within their project plans.
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