Migratory Birds for LPCs
Canada's diverse landscapes support a great abundance and
variety of birds. More than 450 native bird species regularly
make use of Canada's natural and human-modified landscapes
for at least part of their annual cycle. Most of these species are
protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994
(MBCA) and so are collectively referred to as “migratory birds”.
Birds are an integral part of our Canadian heritage. Through
bird-watching, and recreational and subsistence hunting, birds
make a significant contribution to our quality of life and our
economy. They also play important ecological and biological
roles in our environment by eating insects, dispersing seeds,
and pollinating plants, to name a few. Bird populations are
important environmental indicators - the health of our birds tells
us much about the health of our planet.
BCTS is working to manage and protect Migratory Birds, their
habitat, nests and eggs as a part of our planning and project
layout.

Redpoll
Photo Credit - Nathan Voth, FLNRO

WHAT TYPE OF BIRDS ARE PROTECTED?
People often think of Migratory Birds as Ducks, Swans and
other waterfowl, and although this is true, the list of Migratory
Birds in Canada is much larger.
The Migratory Bird Convention Act also includes protection of
Geese, Cranes, Rails, Shorebirds, Pigeons, Doves,
Chickadees, Flickers, Flycatchers, Hummingbirds, Martins,
Meadowlarks, Woodpeckers, Wrens, Grebes, Herons, Loons
and Terns… And this is by no means a complete list.

Trumpeter Swan
Photo Credit - Nathan Voth, FLNRO

HOW DOES THE MIGRATORY BIRDS CONVENTION
ACT, 1994 PROTECT MIGRATORY BIRDS?
Most native bird species in Canada are protected under the
Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 (MBCA), and are
collectively referred to as “migratory birds”. It is the
responsibility of Environment and Climate Change Canada to
develop and implement policies and regulations to ensure the
protection and conservation of migratory birds.
General prohibitions under the Act and its regulations protect
migratory birds, their nests and eggs anywhere they are found
in Canada, regardless of land ownership, and including
surrounding ocean waters; and prohibit the dumping of
substances harmful to birds in waters or areas frequented by
them.
Additional protection may be provided through other federal
Acts and Regulations, in particular the Species at Risk Act,
for migratory bird species that have been found to be
extirpated, endangered, threatened or of special concern and
listed under that Act.
The BC Wildlife Act (Sec. 34) also makes it an offence to
molest or destroy a nest occupied by a bird or its eggs.

Blue Heron
Photo Credit - Nathan Voth, FLNRO
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WHEN SHOULD I BE MOST OBSERVANT?
The MBCA applies to birds and nests all year but due to their
migratory nature you are more likely to see them in the spring
and summer. In our region the critical nesting period has been
th
th
determined as April 18 to August 24 annually. During this
period you are more likely to see migratory birds and their
young nesting.
BCTS uses a process of analysing ecosystems and forest
cover to determine the likelihood and concentration of
migratory birds that may use an area for nesting. This process
may have resulted in area’s being excluded from your project
or having timing restrictions on when operations can be active.

reasons such as proximity to food and water, and protection
from predators and the elements. If the nest is disturbed
parents may abandon it along with their eggs or young.
The Migratory Bird Convention Act does not differentiate
between an occupied or unoccupied nest, nor does it consider
the condition of the nest, only that it (and its potential
occupants) need to be protected. If you see an empty nest with
no sign of feathers, down, fresh droppings or eggs then make
every effort to not molest or damage the feature.

HOW DO I KNOW A NEST IS NEAR ME?
Different species of migratory birds will nest in trees, in shrubs,
on the ground or even in burrows.
1) Look on the ground for concentrations of white coloured
droppings, and then check the vegetation above for nests.
2) As you walk or operate in an area look for birds flying out of
vegetation and flying close to you or scolding you, some birds
will even feign an injury in an effort to draw you away. These
activities may indicate a nest is nearby.
3) Watch for birds bringing nest materials or food repeatedly to
one place. Birds tend to build their nests on the underside of
the tree canopy where branches join together. Some birds
nest in tree cavities, under a flap of bark, in shrubs or on the
ground.

Loon
Photo Credit - Nathan Voth, FLNRO

HOW ELSE CAN I HELP CONSERVE MIGRATORY
BIRDS?
All Canadians have a role to play in protecting migratory birds,
their nests and young. As a business, you can:
1) Operate according to your plan;
2) Be observant and stop work in the immediate area if you see
a nest;
3) Participate and encourage colleagues to participate in public
consultations.

FURTHER INFORMATION:
Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994:
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/M-7.01/

Black-capped Chickadee
Photo Credit - Nathan Voth, FLNRO

WHAT IF I SEE AN ACTIVE NEST?

Environment and Climate Change Canada – Migratory
Birds:
http://www.ec.gc.ca/nature/default.asp?lang=En&n=FDF
836EF-1

Stop if your work could disturb or destroy the nest. Keep 30
metres away from the nest and consider a greater distance if
the bird continues to scold you or seems agitated.

List of Migratory Birds protected in Canada under the
MBCA:
https://www.ec.gc.ca/nature/421B7A9D-3A9A-4D9083FC-C23D2C1D2487/English_byTaxonomicOrder.pdf

Larger birds such as Heron’s and Cranes require a greater
distance of minimal disturbance; however their usual nesting
patterns are close to marshes or wetlands which normally
allows for a greater distance from forestry operations.

BC wildlife Act:
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg
/96488_01

Report the nest location to your supervisor. Your supervisor will
report it to BCTS staff who will advise of next steps prior to
resuming operations near the nest again.
Do not attempt to move or relocate the nest. Ideally nests
should be left undisturbed until the young have left on their
own. The Parent birds choose a nest location for specific
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Species At Risk for LPCs
British Columbia is home to thousands of species and
ecosystems – some of these are at risk of disappearing from
B.C. Working together at a federal, provincial and local level is
essential to protect them.
BCTS works to manage and protect Species at Risk (SAR) and
their critical habitat through the Species at Risk Act, the Wildlife
Act and the Forest and Range Practices Act.

HOW DOES THE SPECIES AT RISK ACT (SARA)
PROTECT SPECIES AT RISK?
To ensure the protection of species at risk, SARA contains
general prohibitions that make it an offence to:
kill, harm, harass, capture, or take an individual of a species
listed in Schedule 1 of SARA as endangered, threatened or
extirpated;
possess, collect, buy, sell or trade an individual of a species
listed in Schedule 1 of SARA as endangered, threatened or
extirpated;
damage or destroy the residence (e.g. nest or den) of one or
more individuals of a species listed in Schedule 1 of SARA as
an endangered or threatened species or as an extirpated
species if a recovery strategy has recommended the
reintroduction of the extirpated species into the wild in Canada.
SARA also protects migratory birds listed in the Migratory Birds
Convention Act, 1994 that are also listed as endangered,
threatened or extirpated in Schedule 1 of SARA.

To view the Species on the Schedule 1 of SARA visit:

http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/species/schedules_e.cfm
?id=1

Grizzly Bear – Special Concern
Pixabay.com-free source photo

AT RISK SPECIES CLASSES:
Endangered species:
Species facing imminent extirpation or extinction.
Threatened species:
Species which are likely to become endangered if nothing is
done to reverse the factors leading to their
extirpation or extinction.
Special concern species:
Species which may become threatened or endangered
because of a combination of biological characteristics and
identified threats.
Extirpated species:
Species which no longer exist in the wild in Canada but exist
elsewhere in the wild.

Common nighthawk – Some Concern
Pixabay.com-Free source photo
Caribou – special concern
Pixabay.com-Free source photo
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WHAT IS CRITICAL HABITAT?
Critical habitat is the living environment necessary for the
survival or recovery of a listed endangered, threatened or
extirpated species. If known Critical habitat occurs in or near
your project area it will be incorporated into the project plan.
SARA contains a prohibition against destroying any part of
critical habitat of endangered, threatened or extirpated species
(if a recovery strategy has recommended the reintroduction of
that extirpated species into the wild in Canada), but also
provides other options for protection. SARA recognizes that
protecting the critical habitat of species at risk is key to their
conservation. The intent of SARA is to protect
critical habitat as much as possible through voluntary actions
and stewardship measures. If these measures are unable to
protect the critical habitat, the SARA’s critical habitat
prohibition may come into play.

Sharptailed Grouse – Imperiled
Photo Credit: Nathan Voth, FLNRO

WHAT DO I DO IF I SEE A SPECIES AT RISK?

Wolverine – Special Concern
Photo Credit: Zefram, free-source photo

HOW CAN I FIND OUT IF THERE COULD BE
SPECIES AT RISK IN THE AREAS I AM OPERATING
IN?
There are a number of resources that may be able to assist
you in finding out whether species at risk, their residences or
critical habitat may be present in the areas in which you are
operating:
Know sites or habitat identified by BCTS staff during the
planning stage of your project will have management strategies
incorporated into your project plan.
Information on SAR that may occur or be seen in your
project area may be provided by BCTS staff.
The SARA Public Registry has an “Advanced Search” tool
that allows you to search for species listed under SARA based
on their distribution, taxonomic group and risk category;
Environment Canada’s species at risk website
(www.speciesatrisk.gc.ca) offers general biological
information about species at risk in Canada, including their
distribution and habitat requirements;
Environment Canada's Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS)
regional offices can access databanks on species at risk found
on federal lands. If your business is located near federal land,
CWS may be able to assist you;
Keep in mind that while a species may be found within a
certain geographical range, the species may not be present in
the particular area you operate because the habitat may not be
suitable.

Stop! Are you going to harm, disturb or harass the species
by continuing operations? If so, cease activity in the immediate
area!
Attempt to photograph the species
Take notes on specific location, number observed, were
there young, any nests or dens etc.
Report the sighting to your supervisor
Supervisor reports to BCTS

HOW ELSE CAN I HELP CONSERVE SPECIES AT
RISK?
All Canadians have a role to play in protecting and recovering
species at risk. As a business, you can:
operate according to your plan;
be observant and report sightings of known species at risk to
your supervisor;
direct activities toward less sensitive areas and time projects
to avoid or minimize impacts to species at risk; and
participate and encourage colleagues to participate in public
consultations.

FURTHER INFORMATION:
BC government species at risk:
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plantsanimals-ecosystems/species-ecosystems-at-risk
BC Conservation data centre:
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plantsanimals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre
Reporting sightings of SAR:
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plantsanimals-ecosystems/conservation-data-centre/submit-data
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isolated plants
seed heads, placing them in a sealed bag
or burn the plants & seed heads
invasive plant locations to the NWIPC by
calling 1-866-44-WEEDS

■

■

■

■

■

Reduce forage quality & yield
Are expensive to control
Reduce tree seedling vigour
Reduce property & aesthetic value
Restrict recreation opportunities when poisonous
and thorny weed infestations are present

Invasive plants threaten the health of our resources as well
as the viability of the industries they support. Invasive plant
infestations can negatively affect the agriculture, forestry
and recreation & tourism industries because they:

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

PULL –
CLIP –
BURY –
REPORT –

To prevent weeds from establishing:

Invasive plants are non-native plant species that are difﬁcult
to control. In the absence of their natural predators and
diseases, these weeds aggressively compete with native
plants for sunlight, water & nutrients.

INVASIVE PLANTS (WEEDS)

– landowners and managers about invasive
plants’ impacts on the natural diversity of
the environment
PROMOTE – Integrated Plant Management for the prevention,
control, containment and eradication of invasive
plant species
ENCOURAGE – expanded support for local invasive plant
control programs and initiatives
ASSIST
– with management efforts of invasive plants
on public, private and First Nation land
INVENTORY – invasive plants on private & public lands
in the North Central Region of BC

EDUCATE

The Northwest Invasive Plant Council is comprised of
contributing partners and volunteer members representing
government, private & public agencies and other
organizations. Members of the Council are dedicated to
increasing awareness of invasive plants and associated losses
caused to the natural & domestic resources of our region.
The goals of the Council are:
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■

■

■

■

■

Suppressed native plant and seedling growth
Reduced forage for livestock and wildlife
Less palatable and sometimes poisonous plant species
within the plant community
Increased ﬁre hazard as unpalatable plant
material builds up
Future plant communities being threatened by invasive
plant seeds that remain viable in the soil for decades

Invasive plants aggressively compete with native plants for
nutrients, light, water and growing space. Competition
from invasive plants can result in:

ECOLOGICAL THREATS

More details about IPM strategies are available through the
Weed Hotline.

Education, prevention & early identiﬁcation of
invasive plants is the ﬁrst step to controlling them.

PRINTED BY WAYSIDE PRINTERS

www.nwipc.org

Printed in partnership with the
Province of British Columbia

Northwest Invasive Plant Council Hotline
1-866-44-WEEDS (1-866-449-3337)

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO
REPORT INVASIVE PLANTS

Be conscious of your actions when travelling

Educate children about invasive plants

Adopt an area for volunteers to control invasive plants

Share this information with friends & neighbours

Dispose of plants & seeds in a sealed plastic bag

Remove weeds from equipment, pets & clothing

Learn to recognize invasive plants

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

www.nwipc.org
www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/weeds.htm
www.weedsbc.ca
www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/epd/ipmp
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/weedguid/weedguid.htm

Integrated Plant Management focuses on environmentally
sound and sustainable management of our resources. One
of the most important components of IPM includes control
of undesirable plants through improved management
practices. Basic principles include:
1] Preventing invasion
2] Identiﬁcation & knowledge of invasive plant species
3] Inventory, mapping & monitoring of invasive plant
populations and damage caused
4] Choosing from mechanical, cultural, chemical,
and biological control methods
5] Using a combination of control methods to
reduce infestation
6] Evaluating the effectiveness & results of
your management decisions

WEBSITES

INTEGRATED PLANT MANAGEMENT

“BE WISE ABOUT WEEDS”

all resource users.

responsibility of

spread is the

from invasive plant

North Central BC

diverse habitats of

Protecting the

NORTHWEST
INVASIVE PLANT
COUNCIL

INVASIVE PLANTS

A GUIDE TO

Learn to recognize & identify invasive plants
Prevent infestation of new areas
Pull isolated or new patches of weeds
Removing weeds from vehicle undercarriage reduces spread
to uninfested areas
Check yourself, pets, horses and livestock hair & feet for
weed seeds prior to leaving an infested area
Report sightings to the Northwest Invasive Plant Council
at 1-866-44-WEEDS

Plant “certiﬁed” seed because it contains no noxious weed
seeds
Check hay bales for invasive plants before purchasing
& transporting
Practice sound range and pasture management to maintain
a healthy plant community that is more resistant to weed
invasion
Keep areas around cattleguards, gates, irrigation ditches
and livestock facilities free of weeds to reduce the spread
to new areas

Do not grow invasive plants
Do not plant “wild ﬂower” seed mixes that contain invasive
plant seeds (most do)
Dried ﬂower arrangements containing weeds can spread
seeds to new areas

Obey posted signs
Vehicle & bicycle tires can disturb soil providing an ideal
seedbed for weeds to grow. Keep to established roads &
trails
Keep recreation equipment clean & weed free

■

■

■

Wash soil & plant material from heavy machinery
before transporting to new locations to reduce the spread
of weeds
Reseed all sites disturbed by machinery & industrial equipment to prevent the establishment of new invasive plants
Vacant or undeveloped land should be actively managed to
prevent weeds from establishing

INDUSTRY

■

■

■

RECREATION

■

■

■

HORTICULTURE

■

■

■

■

AGRICULTURE

■

■

■

■

■

■

WHAT YOU CAN DO

The terms “invasive plant” and “noxious weed” mean the same
thing and can be used interchangeably. However, the term
invasive plant is considered to better describe the plants in
question and the problems they cause.

INVASIVE PLANT OR WEED?
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• Perennial introduced
from Eurasia
• Purple ﬂowers
• Black tipped
bracts on
ﬂowerhead are
easy to “spot”
• Proliﬁc seed
producer

SPOTTED KNAPWEED

• Biennial to perennial introduced
from the Mediterranean
• White ﬂowers (often pink)
• Short, sharp spines on
ﬂower head bracts
• Seeds spread from
tumbling plants

DIFFUSE KNAPWEED

• Creeping rooted perennial growing to
1.2 metres
• Stalkless dark green leaves
• Flowerheads spineless and small compared
to other thistles
• Flowers variable in colour from rose-purple
to pink to white
• This is the only thistle with male and
female ﬂowers on separate plants

•
•
•
•
•
•

Ministry of Agriculture and Lands
and Robert Needham

Biennial introduced from Europe
Soft & hairy basal leaves
Red-purple ﬂowers
Teardrop seed burrs
Toxic to livestock
Seed attach to people
& animals
Photographs provided by the

HOUND’S-TONGUE

• Annual/Short lived perennial
• White daisy-like ﬂower
• Multiple ﬂowerheads
per stem
• Leaves are fern-like
• Can produce up to 300,000
seeds per plant
• Plant is odourless when
crushed

• Perennial, spread by seeds and roots
• Numerous small, yellow buttonshaped ﬂowers in ﬂat-topped
clusters at the tops of the plants
• Leaves are deeply divided, almost
fern-like
• Mature plants grow 0.4 - 1.5m tall
with upright stems that are often
purplish red
• May be toxic

COMMON TANSY

• Short-lived perennial. Introduced
from Eurasia. Mature plants are
20-80cm in height
• Often confused with the
ornamental Shasta Daisy
• White daisy-like ﬂowers on stem
ends and narrow, divided, upper
leaves clasping the stem
• Spreads by seed and creeping
underground stems

• Introduced from Europe. Biennial that
germinates in the ﬁrst year.
Up to 2m tall
• Typically in a single, slender
unbranched stem with a cluster
of purple ﬂowers at the top
• The upright stem is evenly
covered in spiny wings

SCENTLESS CHAMOMILE

MARSH PLUME THISTLE

• Perennial introduced
from Europe
• Reproduces by seeds &
deep vigorous roots
• Yellow-green ﬂower clusters
with heart shaped bracts
• Exudes a white latex juice
that irritates skin

OXEYE DAISY

• Taprooted perennial from
Eurasia & North Africa
• Violet-blue ﬂowers
• Leaves reduced near
tip of stem
• Hairy stems & leaves
• Very similar to many
ornamental species

FIELD SCABIOUS

LEAFY SPURGE

• Perennial introduced
from Europe
• Orange/red ﬂowers
• Basal rosette of leaves
• Bristly-hairy stems that exude
a milky juice when broken

• Perennial introduced from
southeastern Europe
• Spreads by seeds and
creeping roots
• Waxy leaves are pale green
& clasp stem
• Yellow snapdragon-like
ﬂowers

CANADIAN THISTLE

ORANGE HAWKWEED

DALMATIAN TOADFLAX

W E E D S T H R E AT E N O U R R E S O U R C E S . L E A R N TO I D E N T I F Y T H E M .

I N VA S I V E P L A N T S I N C E N T R A L B R I T I S H C O L U M B I A

