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Message from the Chair 
 
This is the second Annual Report prepared by the Building Code Appeal Board of the 
Province of British Columbia, written as we celebrate 50 years of continuous service by 
the Board to the people of British Columbia. 
 
With the support of the Tribunal and Agency Support Division, and beginning in the 
summer of 2023, the Board entered a period of transformation.  This document reports 
on the Board’s progress on the transformation, on the work done by our dedicated staff 
and members, and on our efforts to reduce barriers to participation in the appeal 
process. 
 
We have conducted outreach to increase our stakeholders’ awareness of, and 
familiarity with, the dispute-resolution service that we provide.  Our team has revised 
our operations to improve timeliness.  Application volume is up; processing times are 
down.  Communications are stream-lined.  Operational transparency and accountability 
are enhanced, as is suitable for a member of BC’s administrative tribunal sector. 
 
As chair, I am pleased to report that the Board continues the important work established 
over 50 years ago, and that we are now actively improving access to justice within the 
important building and construction industry in BC. 
 

 
Don Pedde 
Chair 
 
 

About our Graphic 
 

 

 

 

 
Any given circumstance may, depending on the perspective of the 
observers, appear as one thing to some person, and as another thing 
to someone else.  So it is with Building Code interpretation. 
 
The Code can be opaque, labyrinth, difficult to understand and apply 
within the complexity of any given project.  Plus, both code users and 
code enforcers come to the table with financial, practical, reputational, 
precedential, or other interpretive biases, seen or unseen. 
 
Disputes arise. 
 
The Building Code Appeal Board provides an important mechanism 
and public service within the building regulatory system – dispute 
adjudication, based on the fair and reasoned judgement of seasoned 
experts. 
 

 

 



Introduction 
 
This report outlines the activities, operations, and performance of the Building Code 
Appeal Board from April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025. 

Background 
 
The work of the Building Code Appeal Board can be traced back to the mid-1970s.  In 
April of 1990, the Board was established in legislation under the Local Government Act 
and the Board’s focus was on the “interpretation and application of the codes”.  The 
Board, independent of government and resembling the structure and composition we 
have today, consisted of five members from across industry, selected based on 
technical knowledge and building code experience.  A Secretary to the Board (non-
voting) was a technical subject matter expert from the Building and Safety Standards 
Branch.  While the parties to disputes were not identified in the legislation, it was during 
this period that the Board adopted a practice of identifying the appellant’s position, the 
building official’s position, and settling the dispute by publishing the Board’s position and 
decision in the matter. 
 
With the adoption of the Building Act in 2015, the Building Code Appeal Board was 
“continued” in legislation.  By reference to the provisions of the Administrative Tribunals 
Act, the Building Act both granted authority and assigned responsibilities to the Board, 
positioning it as a member within the administrative tribunals sector in BC. 

Mandate 
 

The British Columbia Building Code is a provincial building regulation that establishes 
minimum requirements for residential and commercial building design and construction.  
Under the Building Act, the Building Code Appeal Board resolves disputes between an 
individual builder, designer, or developer and a local government building official 
(identified in the Act as a “local authority”) on whether a specific building design, 
construction method or technology complies with provincial building regulations, 
primarily the BC Building Code, including the BC Plumbing Code. 
 
The Building Act regulates two classes of Code enforcement professionals – qualified 
building officials and exempt building professionals – and assigns exclusive Code 
compliance decision-making authority to them.  The Board’s mandate under the Act, to 
confirm, vary, or reverse the decisions of these enforcement professionals, serves to 
check and balance that legislated authority. 
 



Under the Building Act, the Board’s authority 
also includes the power to review local 
authority decisions on alternative solutions 
(see sidebar) to the Code. 
 
As an important, but subsidiary and 
supplementary, addition to the Board’s 
legislated mandate, the Board also serves as 
a key contributor to the correct interpretation 
and understanding of building regulations.  
The Board maintains a readily available 
online library of past decisions on a wide 
variety of Code matters that can be searched 
by keyword.  Access to prior decisions can 
minimize, or even completely avoid, the 
delays that arise from Code disputes. 
 
The Board is accountable to the Ministry of Attorney General but is independent of the 
Minister and Ministry in its decision-making capacity and in the management of the 
appeals before it.  As such it operates at an arms-length from government in its 
adjudicative role.  The Board’s jurisdiction does not include the City of Vancouver, which 
has its own building code and appeal process. 

The Board 
 

The Building Code Appeal Board team consists of members, a staff person, and 
assigned individuals from the Building and Safety Standards Branch who serve in the 
role of secretary. 
 
The Board’s team is formulated to ensure that it has the necessary administrative and 
operational strength, as well as the technical expertise and detailed knowledge of the 
building construction sector, to process and hear appeals. 
 

Members 
 

Board members are appointed by the Minister after a merit-based process, including: 

• one member designated as the chair, 

• one member designated as the vice chair, and 

• other members appointed after consultation with the chair. 
 
Disputes about local government Code compliance decisions are frequently complex, 
and present conflicting evidence that Board members must use their technical skills, 
breadth and depth of experience and expertise, and industry knowledge to evaluate.  
Wisdom – the ability to contemplate, to collaborate, and to apply that knowledge and 
expertise with good judgement in the public interest – is an essential characteristic of 
Board members. 

The Alternative Solution 

The Code includes an alternative 
compliance path that is intended to 
support innovation and flexibility in 
building design and construction: 
the alternative solution.  It enables 
any aspect of building design or 
construction to achieve Code 
compliance by demonstrating to 
the building official that the 
proposed solution will perform as 
well as or better than a design or 
construction method that meets the 
applicable prescriptive 
requirements. 



 
Members must have the ability to distill complex arguments down to sound, publishable 
decisions with a clear reason for the decision.  Although Board decisions do not set 
legal precedents, industry participants and building officials will frequently search the 
Board’s online library of past decisions to seek guidance on their own Code issues.  
Members must therefore not only serve the immediate parties to a dispute, but must 
apply forethought and consideration as to how each Decision might be applied in future 
similar circumstances by users of the online library. 
 
Board members are part-time appointees; they serve on an “as and when required” 
basis. 
 
The Board currently has five members, including the chair and vice chair.  In this fiscal 
year Vice Chair Frankie Victor and Member Doug Vance were re-appointed to the 
Board for terms ending in November, 2029.  The following membership list provides the 
details: 
 
 

BCAB Membership 

April 2024 – March 2025 

Name Position Appointment Expiry 

Don Pedde Chair September 1, 2023 September 1, 2026 

Frankie Victor Vice Chair 
November 30, 2022 November 30, 2024 

November 28, 2024 November 28, 2029 

Doug Vance Member 
November 28, 2022 November 28, 2024 

November 30, 2024 November 30, 2029 

Edmond Lin  Member May 2, 2023 May 2, 2025 

Calvin Wang Member May 2, 2023 May 2, 2025 

 

The chair did not make any appointments to the Board pursuant to section 6 of the 
Administrative Tribunals Act this fiscal year. 
 

Biographies of the Members are provided in Appendix B. 
 
 
 
 
 



Staff 
 

The Deputy Registrar is the singular staff person responsible for the day-to-day 
administration of the Board as well as two other Boards; the Safety Standards Appeal 
Board and the Surface Rights Board.  For efficiency, the Deputy Registrar position 
centralizes the support functions for the three boards, and provides dedicated 
administrative, financial, and communications management to each of the three boards. 
 
During this fiscal year, the Board completed work to onboard many administrative 
functions that were previously completed by the Secretary at the Building and Safety 
Standards Branch.  See section on Transformative Board Activities for further 
information. 
 

Secretary 
 

The Building and Safety Standards Branch within the Ministry of Housing and Municipal 
Affairs assists the Board by providing the services of senior individuals who act as 
secretary, providing technical and administrative support.  This support includes: 

• being a recording secretary at Board meetings, 

• providing research support, including the provision of historical perspectives and 
insights on the development of specific Code requirements, 

• providing storage of records and archives, and 

• housing the Board’s website. 
 
The Board continues to acknowledge and appreciate the important assistance and 
support provided to the Board by the leadership and staff at the Building and Safety 
Standards Branch.  



Statistics and Performance 
 

Statistics on the volume of applications received by the Board, the number of Decisions 
reached, and the Subject Code in those Decisions are provided in the following table.  
The number of other dispositions is also indicated and, for comparison, similar statistics 
for the five previous fiscal years are provided. 
 

Volume, Subject, and Disposition of Applications 
 

Volume and Subject of Applications to the Building Code Appeal Board 

Fiscal Year Comparison 

Fiscal Year 
Number of 

Applications 
Received 

Decisions 1 
Reached 

Subject 
Code 2 

Applications 
Cancelled 3 

Applications 
Withdrawn 4 

Applications 
in Process 

2024/2025 29 22 
Building - 21 
Plumbing - 1 

4 0 3 

2023/2024 22 5 18 5 
Building – 17 5 
Plumbing - 1 

3 1 
 

2022/2023 22 19 
Building - 18 
Plumbing - 1 2 1 

 

2021/2022 27 21 
Building - 21 
Plumbing - 0 5 1 

 

2020/2021 15 12 
Building - 11 
Plumbing - 1 0 3 

 

2019/2020 21 17 
Building - 17 
Plumbing - 0 1 3 

 

 

Notes to Table: 
1 “Decision” means the Board’s ruling to confirm, vary, or reverse the local authority’s decision and includes the Board’s 

reasons for the ruling. 
 
2 Under the Building Act, the Board’s authority extends exclusively to disputes related to provincial “building regulations”.  
To date, appeals have related exclusively to Book I (General), referred to here as the “Building Code”, and Book II 
(Plumbing Systems), referred to here as the “Plumbing Code”.  The two Books, in combination, officially form the British 
Columbia Building Code. 
 
3 “Cancelled” means the Board determined that: 

• the appeal was not within the jurisdiction of the Board,  

• the appeal relates to a project that has been completed and has received final sign-off from a local authority 
and/or an occupancy permit, 

• the appeal is frivolous, vexatious, or trivial or gives rise to an abuse of process, 

• the appeal was made in bad faith or for an improper purpose or motive, 

• the appellant failed to address the appellant’s deficiencies in the appeal application within a period of thirty (30) 
days after being sent written notice from the Board of those deficiencies, or 

• the substance of the appeal has been appropriately dealt with in another proceeding. 
Accordingly, the Board notified the appellant and the local authority that the appeal was cancelled. 
 
4 “Withdrawn” means that the Board received notification from the appellant, prior to the Board’s hearing of that 
application, that the application was withdrawn by the appellant. 
 
5 In the Board’s Annual Report 2023 - 2024, it was incorrectly reported that the number of applications received was 19, 
the number of decisions reached was 16, and the number of Building Code decisions was 15. 



Timeliness of Decisions 
 

Appellants, prospective appellants, local authorities, and other interested parties 
consistently indicate that timeliness (or lack thereof) is the most important consideration, 
and sometimes, barrier, to participation in the appeals process. 
 
Timeliness is critical in the construction industry where the cost of delays, such as those 
that might occur due to Code-compliance disputes, can be significant. 
 
For that reason, “Timeliness of Decisions” was selected by the Board as the foremost 
and key performance indicator.  Statistics regarding the number of days from application 
to decision were reported in our inaugural annual report and the average number of 
days – 52.91 – formed a benchmark from which efforts to improve timeliness could be 
measured. 
 

The Change 
 
In the years of Board operations preceding the COVID-19 pandemic, the Board 
scheduled once-monthly, four-hour, in-person meetings.  The format suited the 
geographic distribution of the participants and, by meeting only once a month, controlled 
travel time and travel costs. 
 
During the pandemic, the Board shifted from in-person to online meetings but retained 
the once-monthly, four-hour, meeting schedule. 
 
In Q1 of this fiscal year, the Board leveraged the advantage of online meetings – 
minimization of travel time and costs – to improve the timeliness of decisions, reducing 
that barrier to participation in the appeal process.  Under the banner of “twice as often, 
half as long”, the Board shifted from once- to twice-monthly meetings and from a four- to 
a two-hour format. 
 
In addition, the onboarding of administrative functions enabled the Board to give 
dedicated and effective attention to all appeal applications, thereby reducing process 
delays. 
 

The Result 
 
The table below outlines the Board’s timeliness performance in this fiscal year.  The 
Board reports a dramatic improvement in timeliness with the average time between 
application and decision being reduced from 52.91 days down to 19.2 days. 
 

 

 

 
1 Due to a reporting omission, the average number of days from application to decision for appeals in the 
2023/2024 fiscal year was incorrectly reported as 57.6 days in the Board’s Annual Report 2023 - 2024. 



Timeliness of Decisions by the Building Code Appeal Board 

Applications received during Fiscal Year 2024/2025 

Application Application Date 1 Date of Decision 
Number of Days from  

Application to Decision 

BCAB 1960 March 27/25 Pending To Be Determined Next Fiscal 

BCAB 1959 March 19/25 Pending To Be Determined Next Fiscal 

BCAB 1958 March 20/25 Pending To Be Determined Next Fiscal 

BCAB 1957 March 12/25 April 3/25 22 days 

BCAB 1956 March 11/25 April 3/25 23 days 

BCAB 1955 March 4/25 Cancelled  

BCAB 1954 February 20/25 March 6/25 14 days 

BCAB 1953 January 29/25 February 6/25 8 days 

BCAB 1952 January 16/24 February 6/25 21 days 

BCAB 1951 December 16/24 January 2/25 17 days 

BCAB 1950 December 12/24 January 2/25 21 days 

BCAB 1949 December 12/24 Cancelled  

BCAB 1948 December 5/24 January 2/25 28 days 

BCAB 1947 November 26/24 Cancelled  

BCAB 1946 November 26/24 December 19/24 23 days 

BCAB 1945 November 26/24 December 19/24 23 days 

BCAB 1944 November 20/24 December 5/24 15 days 

BCAB 1943 November 6/24 November 21/24 15 days 

BCAB 1942 November 6/24 November 21/24 15 days 

BCAB 1941 October 30/24 November 21/24 22 days 

BCAB 1940 October 28/24 November 21/24 24 days 

BCAB 1939 October 3/24 October 15/24 12 days 

BCAB 1938 September 11/24 October 3/24 22 days 

BCAB 1937 October 10/24 October 15/24 5 days 

BCAB 1936 August 16/24 September 10/24 25 days 

BCAB 1935 August 12/24 September 5/24 24 days 

BCAB 1934 June 11/24 Cancelled  

BCAB 1933 June 3/24 June 20/24 17 days 

BCAB 1932 June 7/24 July 4/24 27 days 

1 “Application Date” indicates the date that the Board received a complete application. 

Average number of days between Application and Decision 
19.2 days 



Decisions of Note 
 

Under the Building Act, the Board is given authority to confirm, vary, or reverse a 
decision made by a local government building official (defined in the Act as a “local 
authority”) on the compliance of a building’s design or construction with the technical 
requirements of the Code. 
 
BCAB Decision #1932 (BCAB 1932 - Application of Part 9, Energy Efficiency 
Requirement) is notable in that the Board’s decision impacts a Code-use practice that 
has significant and frequent precedent and that was, and may still be, in current use by 
Code practitioners and enforcement officials. 
 
The appeal involved the design and construction of a new two-storey building containing 
office and repair garage occupancies.  Based on the building’s size and uses, the 
building was of the type (see sidebar) that is regulated by Part 9 of the Code.  It was, in the 
vernacular of Code users, a “Part 9 building” and the local authority intended to apply 
and enforce the requirements of the Code’s Part 9.  (In the Decision, the Board re-
directed one aspect of the local authority’s understanding to the correct Part 9 
requirement related to energy efficiency.) 
 

The project architect, on the other 
hand, had designed the building to 
be in compliance with Part 3 of the 
Code.  The architect asserted that 
compliance with the Part 3 
requirements – considered to be 
more complex and sophisticated – 
was permitted in the Code and 
would yield a building with superior 
fire and life safety performance.  
Further, he noted that the strategy of 
using Part 3 to evaluate Code-
compliance for a “Part 9 building” 
was commonly employed by 
professional Code users and was, in 
fact, required by some local 
authorities as a prerequisite for 
access to an alternate program for 
expedited permit administration. 
 
The Board determined that the building was of the type that is regulated by Part 9 of the 
Code and that the requirements of Part 9, not those of Part 3, must be applied. 
 
The Board acknowledged that Part 3 is generally accepted as a higher standard and 
that substituting Part 3 for the Part 9 requirements was common in some jurisdictions.  
However, while a building to which Part 9 applies may be “evaluated” using Part 3 or 

Code Explainer 
The BC Building Code divides buildings into 
two distinct types and provides a defined group 
of regulations – called “Parts” – for each type. 

So-called “Part 9 buildings” are generally 
smaller and simpler and are regulated by Part 
9 of the Code. 

So-called “Part 3 buildings” are generally 
larger and more complex, are regulated by Part 
3 of the Code, and require the involvement of 
professional consultants. 

There is some cross-referencing between 
Parts and there are many similarities in the 
Code requirements contained within the Parts, 
but the Parts, and the types of buildings that 
they regulate, are distinct. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board/building-code-appeal-board-decisions/bcab-1932
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board/building-code-appeal-board-decisions/bcab-1932


other criteria – say, the provisions of the International Building Code, or even the code 
of some distant land – it is Part 9 of the Code that provides the legal requirement. 
 

The Board resolved the Code-compliance dispute between the owner and the local 
authority, identifying the path forward for permit issuance and construction of the 
building.  Further, by publishing the Decision on its website, the Board contributed to a 
proper understanding of the Code’s requirements for other Code users. 

Finances 
 

The Board’s delegated working budget for this fiscal period was $55,000, an increase of 
$20,000 above the delegation in the previous fiscal year. 
 
On receipt of the budget delegation in July 2024, BCAB immediately notified 
government of insurmountable budget pressures.  In October of 2024, BCAB submitted 
a Budget Modification Request (BMR) to the Tribunal and Agency Support Division 
(TASD).  The BMR estimated that additional funds in the amount of $51,500 would be 
needed to maintain the status quo in Board operations, cover the costs associated with 
the Deputy Registrar role now for a full year, and fund other BCAB transformation 
initiatives. 
 
In December, BCAB was granted, along with other tribunals in the sector, access to 
contingency funds for remuneration increases.  BCAB accessed $3,406 in contingency 
funds, bringing the adjusted budget to $58,406. 
 
Also in December, BCAB was notified that, due to other budget pressures being 
forecasted in the overall sector, no funding would be reallocated to BCAB from the 
budgets of other under-spending Boards in the Tribunal Sector as had been done in the 
previous fiscal year. 
 
At fiscal year end, BCAB’s expenditures were approximately $45,509 above the 
(adjusted) budget. 
 
Full details are provided in the table on the next page. 
 
The operation and financial management of the Board meets the standards of the 
Financial Administration Act, RSBC 1996, c. 148. 
 
The Board is in full compliance with Treasury Board Directive 1/24. 
 
Remuneration reports, including details on the classification of the Board and the 
compensation rates for Board members, are posted on the Board’s website at Building 
Code Appeal Board - Province of British Columbia. 
 
  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board


 

 
 Year-by-Year Comparison of Board Expenditures 

 Fiscal Year  Total Budget Actuals Variance 
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 2020/2021  $26,000 $27,814 ($1,814) 

2021/2022  $35,000 $41,383 ($6,383) 

2022/2023  $35,000 $38,825 ($3,825) 

2023/2024  $79,487 $72,435 $7,052 
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Board Expenditures in this Fiscal Year 

2024/2025 

Expenditure 
Type 

Delegated 
Budget 1 

+ 
Contingency 2 

+ 
Reallocation 3 

Actuals Variance 

Employee Salary $0 $28,066 ($28,066) 

Employee 
Benefits 

$0 $7,129 ($7,129) 

Board Member 
fees and expenses 

$55,000 1 

+ 
$3,406 2 

$65,154 ($6,748) 

Information 
systems 

$0 $220 ($220) 

Office and 
business 

$0 $946 ($946) 

Contracts / 
Fees 

$0 $2,400 ($2,400) 

Total 
Expenditures 

$55,000 1  
+ 

$3,406 2 
+ 

$0 3 
= 

$58,406 

$103,915 
($45,509) 

(over adjusted Budget) 

 

 

Notes to Table: 
1 Budget delegation, received in July 2024. 
 

2 Access to contingency funds for remuneration increases, received in December 2024. 
 

3 No reallocated funding available to BCAB due to other budget pressures being forecasted in the overall sector, as 
notified in December 2024. 



Transformative Board Activities 
 

The Board’s inaugural annual report BCAB Annual Report 2023 - 2024 contained a 
section titled “Looking Forward”.  In that section the Board identified plans and 
intentions to continue with the work of transformation that was started in the summer of 
2023.  The table below lists those plans and intentions, and reports on the status of 
those many aspects of the work. 
 
 

Status of Transformational Board Activities 

Plans and Intentions Statuses 

• decrease operational reliance on the Building 
and Safety Standards Branch 

complete (Q1 24/25) 

• onboard communications through creation of a 
Board-dedicated email address, a mailing 
address, and a phone number 

complete (Q2 24/25) – see Appendix 
A for contact information 

• create a dedicated intake portal for appeal 
applications 

partly complete, with creation of 
monitored e-address and revised 
application form (Q2 24/25), but 
implementation of web portal 
deferred  

• adjust Board operations to improve timeliness 
complete (Q1 24/25) and ongoing – 
see section on Timeliness 

• create appropriate separation between the 
Board’s records and those of the Building and 
Safety Standards Branch 

complete (Q2 24/25) 

• initiate reporting required by the Public Interest 
Disclosure Act 

complete (Q1 23/24) and ongoing 

• continue reporting required by the 
Administrative Tribunals Act 

complete, with publication of 
inaugural annual report (Q3 24/25) 
and ongoing 

• reappoint, or recruit replacements for, the 
Board members with expiring terms 

complete (Q3 24/25) and ongoing 

• participate in the administrative tribunals 
sector, including attendance at sector-focused 
training sessions 

complete, with ongoing participation 
at “Circle of Chairs” and attendance 
by three Members at Justice 
Services Branch (JSB) training (Q1 
24/25) and ongoing 

• establish and publish “Rules of Practice and 
Procedure” 

partially complete, rules drafted (Q2 
24/25), ready for Board review, 
public comment, and adopting / 
publishing in Q2 25/26 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/construction-industry/building-codes-and-standards/building-code-appeal-board/bcab_annual_report_2023-2024.pdf


Status of Transformational Board Activities, continued 

• prepare and publish a new Application Form, 
matched to the requirements of the new 
“Rules of Practice and Procedure” 

partially complete, form drafted (Q2 
24/25), ready for Board review, 
public comment, and adopting / 
publishing in Q2 25/26 

• develop and implement a Case Management 
System 

partially complete, with improvement 
of case management protocols (Q3 
24/25).  Consultation underway with 
TASD to identify suitable CMS tool 
for tri-board cluster 

• standardize communications with appellants 
and local authorities 

complete (Q2 24/25) and ongoing 

• undertake outreach to key interested parties, 
prospective appellants, and responsive local 
authorities, building industry awareness of the 
availability and benefits of the dispute-
resolution mechanism provided by the appeal 
process and the Board 

complete, with online, conference, 
and meeting presentations by chair 
to government and key stakeholders, 
actively working to reduce barriers to 
participation in the appeal process 
(Q1 & Q2 24/25) and ongoing 

• initiate communications (email) with interested 
parties, keeping them apprised of any 
changes in Board operations 

complete, with first broadcast email 
to stakeholders (Q2 24/25) and 
ongoing 

• onboard responsibility for maintenance and 
updates to the Board’s website 

partly complete, with web-posting 
reliance shifted from BSSB to 
dedicated web experts at JSB (Q3 
24/25), but full onboarding deferred 

Looking Forward 
 

The Board has plans and intentions to continue with the work of transformation that was 
started in the summer of 2023 and continued in the work of the Board ever since.  In 
future versions of this document, we will report on our efforts to: 
 

• complete the transformational Board activities listed as “partially complete” in 
the table above, 

• analyze the usefulness of, and industry engagement with, the BCAB online 
library of decisions (Building Code Appeal Board Decisions) as a key 
contributor to the correct interpretation and understanding of building 
regulations, 

• advocate for appropriate recognition, within the Tribunal Performance 
Framework and Remuneration Plan, of the Board’s role and importance to 
the building and construction industry 

• optimize operational spending and report on cost-saving measures, and 

• consider preparation of a business case for a Board-specific, Board-hosted, 
website. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board/building-code-appeal-board-decisions


 
We know that Building Code compliance disputes create delays and bottlenecks in 
building construction, inhibiting productivity. Providing timely settlement of Code 
disputes, along with a readily available library of prior decisions on a wide variety of 
Code interpretation and application matters, enables more efficient building design and 
construction, lowers industry costs, and improves affordability. 
 
At the Building Code Appeal Board, our intention is to actively reduce barriers to 
participation in the appeal process.  Our objective is to provide accessible, timely, 
efficient, and effective access to justice for British Columbians. 
  



Appendix A:  Our Contact Information 
 
Mailing / Courier Address 

1270 – 605 Robson Street 
Vancouver, BC 
Canada 
V6B 5J3 

 
Phone 

 236-455-4190 
 
Email address, intake portal for applications 

 BuildingCodeAppealBoard@gov.bc.ca 
 
Website 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-
codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board 

 
 

Appendix B:  Our Members 
 
 
Don Pedde, Chair 
 
Don Pedde is currently a consultant in the areas of building codes, zoning, and 
development. This follows a thirty-seven year career in the building construction and 
safety industry. Previously Mr. Pedde was a Senior Codes Administrator with the 
Building and Safety Standards Branch of the Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs.  
He has been active in his community as a Ministerial appointee to the Executive 
Committee and Complaint’s Committee of the Building Officials’ Association of British 
Columbia.  Mr. Pedde is a lifelong learner and holds a Local Government Administration 
Certificate from Capilano University and a Carpentry Journeyman from Camosun 
College.  He previously held the Building Code Qualified and Registered Building 
Official designations from the Building Officials’ Association of British Columbia. 
 
Frankie Victor, Vice Chair  
 
Frankie Victor is a Professional Licensee, Engineering (EGBC) specializing in fire 
protection and building code consulting and has been with GHL Consultants Ltd since 
2002.  Ms. Victor is actively involved with the Building Officials’ Association of BC as a 
Presenter at educational seminars and conferences and formerly served as Secretary to 
the Executive Committee.  Ms. Victor holds a Diploma of Technology in Building 
(Honours) from the British Columbia Institute of Technology. 

mailto:BuildingCodeAppealBoard@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/construction-industry/building-codes-standards/building-code-appeal-board


 
Robert (Douglas) Vance 
 
Douglas Vance has been with the City of Coquitlam for over twenty years, working as 
Manager, Building Permits Inspections since 2010 and as a Plumbing and Gas 
Inspector before then.  In his community, Doug serves as a Building Officials’ 
Association of British Columbia (BOABC) representative for the Building Code 
Interpretation Committee and as Vice President, Plumbing, on the BOABC Executive 
Committee.  Mr. Vance completed his apprenticeship with the Pacific Vocational 
Institute. 
 
Edmond Lin 
 
Edmond Lin has over thirty years of public and private sector experience in fire 
protection research, testing, Code consulting and building code administration.   He 
holds a Bachelor of Applied Science and a Masters in Engineering for Fire Protection 
from the University of British Columbia.  He is a registered professional engineer in BC 
and is also a Certified Professional.  He is the Chief Building Official for the University of 
British Columbia.  Active in his community, Mr. Lin was a past president of a community 
Little League and past treasurer for the U18 Boys team in the Richmond Air Attack 
Volleyball Club. 
 
Calvin Wang 
 
Calvin Wang is currently a Building Code Specialist for the City of Vancouver and 
Assistant Instructor at the British Columbia Institute of Technology and he is a Certified 
Professional.  Previously he was a District Building Inspector for the City of Vancouver, 
Plan Checker and Building Inspector for the District of North Vancouver, and 
Architectural Designer at Paul Leong Architect Inc.  Active in his community, Mr. Wang 
is currently a member of the National Model Code Committee – Harmonization, part of 
the organization that writes the National Building code of Canada upon which the BC 
Building Code is based.  He holds a Bachelor of Architecture from Harbin University of 
Architecture and Civil Engineering in China and a Diploma of Building Technology from 
the British Columbia Institute of Technology. 


