
1. Understanding Canadian and Importing
Country Requirements 

Key Regulatory Areas:
• Licensing: Secure the necessary licenses, such as
the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations (SFCR)
license, for exporting agri-food products. 

• Packaging and Labelling: Ensure compliance with
bilingual labelling, ingredient listings, and destination-
specific requirements (e.g., traceability systems for
seafood or country-of-origin labelling for fresh produce). 

• Production Controls: Follow Good Manufacturing
Practices (GMPs) and implement Hazard Analysis
Critical Control Points (HACCP) to meet food safety and
quality standards. 

2. Documentation and Inspection 

How To: 
Navigate Export Market Regulations and
Requirements

Ensure your products meet international standards and regulatory frameworks with a structured approach to export
compliance. Learn to navigate Canadian and importing country requirements, manage essential documentation, and
leverage trade agreements to facilitate seamless market entry. 

Compliance with both Canadian regulations and those
of your target markets are fundamental to successful
exporting. 

Resources:
Export Navigator – Offers personalized guidance to
B.C. businesses, including agrifood and seafood
exporters, through the export process. 

Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) Food
Export Requirements Library – A comprehensive tool
to identify regulatory requirements for agrifood and
seafood exports.

Additional Considerations
Export Permits for Agrifood and Seafood: Certain
agricultural products and seafood require specific export
permits. 

Example: Seafood exporters may need Canadian Food
Inspection Agency (CFIA) certifications to meet the
import requirements of destination markets. 

Destination-Specific Standards: Countries may
impose unique standards, such as pesticide residue
limits or organic certifications. Engage with local trade
representatives for guidance on country-specific
regulations. 

Proper documentation and adherence to inspection
protocols are critical for smooth export operations and
avoiding delays at customs. 

For more guidance on managing logistics, see How to
Manage Logistics and the Supply Chain.

Essential Documents
Export Certificates: Vary by product and
destination market. 

Phytosanitary Certificates (If Applicable): For
fresh produce such as apples or cherries, ensuring
compliance with importing countries’ phytosanitary
standards is essential. 

Statements of Compliance: Confirm that your
products meet destination-specific standards. 

Export Advisors – Consult with export advisors or
trade consultants for clarification on complex
requirements. 
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4. Tailored Sector Requirements 

• Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP): A free trade
agreement between Canada, Australia, Brunei, Chile,
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru,
Singapore and Vietnam.

• Canada-European Union Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA): A free trade
agreement between Canada and the European Union
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While general compliance is essential, certain sectors
have unique regulatory demands. 

Inspection Protocols
Schedule inspections with authorized bodies, such as
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). 

Keep detailed documentation of production and
handling processes for audit readiness. 

Example: Tree fruit exporters must comply with pre-
export phytosanitary inspections as per agreements with
the U.S. and Asia. 

3. Leveraging Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) &
Tariffs 

Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) can benefit businesses
by reducing tariffs and trade barriers, making trade more
transparent and predictable, and providing preferential
market access. Canada has numerous agreements in
place, connecting B.C. and Canadian businesses to
consumers around the globe. 

Examples include:

To learn more about Canada’s FTAs and the
opportunities they create for agriculture, food and
beverage exporters, visit the Government of Canada’s
searchable directory of Trade and Investment
Agreements.

For more on how FTAs integrate with distribution
strategies, refer to How to Access and Use
Distribution Channels.

Rules of Origin
Ensure your products meet rules of origin criteria to
qualify for tariff reductions. 

Example: Processed food products must undergo
sufficient production in Canada to qualify under the
CETA.

Using Tariff Tools
Harmonized System Code (HS Code): Classify your
product to determine applicable tariffs. 

Canada Tariff Finder: Use this tool to calculate tariffs
for specific markets and plan your pricing strategies
accordingly. 

Seafood
• Traceability and Sustainability Certifications: Many
markets require certifications such as Marine
Stewardship Council (MSC) or Aquaculture Stewardship
Council (ASC) for seafood exports, especially in Europe. 

• Packaging Standards: Vacuum-sealed, temperature-
controlled packaging is critical to maintaining freshness
during long-haul shipping. 

Tree Fruits
• Organic Certification: Highlight organic certifications
for fresh fruits and vegetables, which appeal to niche
markets in the EU, South Korea, and Japan. 

• Phytosanitary Standards: Ensure compliance with
for tree fruits like apples and cherries under international
phytosanitary agreements.  
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Conclusion

Navigating export regulations can be complex, but with
thorough preparation and a clear understanding of both
Canadian and international requirements, you can
confidently expand your business into global markets.

Leverage tools like the CFIA Food Export Requirements
Library, utilize FTAs to reduce barriers, and tailor your
compliance efforts based on sector-specific standards
for agrifood and seafood. 

By aligning your business with these requirements and
proactively managing documentation and inspections,
you'll streamline your export process and position your
products for success in competitive international
markets. 
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