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Recommendations to Minimize HPAI Transmission at Dairy Cattle Livestock
Exhibitions and 4-H Dairy Shows

April 9, 2025
Background

The British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture and Food (BCMAF) and BC Public Health officials (PH)
have been monitoring the highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in cattle cases in the United
States closely and are developing protocols for managing HPAI if cattle in BC test positive for the
virus. These protocols focus on reducing the risk of HPAI infections spreading from farm to farm and
reducing the risk of HPAI infections in humans. The spread of HPAI can occur between cows within
the same herd, spread between dairies through cattle movements, spread from cows to poultry, and
can be presentin cows without clinical signs. HPAI can also be spread to humans from infected
animals.

Exhibitions provide an environment for learning and allow producers to showcase the hard work
invested in their animals. Unfortunately, these exhibitions also provide an opportunity for illness to
spread between animals from different herds.

Even though there are no known HPAI cases in cattle in Canada, given the US situation, and the fact
that there are other infectious diseases that can spread at shows and fairs, it is prudent to take
biosecurity seriously. The CFlA is currently advising that exhibitors refrain from attending dairy
shows in the United States.

Current Testing Requirements for Cattle

As of September 19, 2024, there are no inter- or intra-provincial testing requirements for HPAI in
Canada. Testing for cattle is available free of charge at the BC Animal Health Center. Eligible
samples are non-lactating cattle / heifers are nasal UTM swabs. Your veterinarian can help you
make plans around testing cattle before or after movements on and off farm. More information can
be found at: Animal Health Centre - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca)

If you choose to exhibit animals in the United States, a certificate for all Canadian cattle that stay in
the US for less than 60 days will be required. The requirement for cattle returning from a temporary
stay in the US are available at — Requirements to Enter Canada. The USDA-APHIS certificate is
available at: Export Certificate Statements for Canadian Cattle.

Further information and requirements for dairy cattle returning to Canada can be found here.
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Recommendations for 4-H Clubs and Exhibitors

Before.the.Event

Become familiar with signs of influenza in cattle and work with your veterinarian to
decide on pre-event testing, and to ensure your animals are free of illness.
o Signs of influenza in non-lactating dairy cattle include nasal discharge, reduced
appetite, lethargy, fever, and/or dehydration.
o Ifyouhave any animals with clinical signs on the premises, do not take your 4-H
calf to the show
Clean anddisinfect any equipmentyou or the 4-H Club will be bringing with you to the fair or
exhibition such as:
o Feedequipment
o Cleaning utensils
o Grooming equipment
o Vehicle and trailer (inside and out)
o Use approved disinfectants that are safe for human and animal contact:
Approved Disinfectants
Where possible avoid transporting animals from different farms in the same trailer. If
animals from more than one farm must be transported in the same trailer, separate
animals from different farms within the trailer.

Ensure that anyone that will be attending the fair or exhibition do not have any symptoms
of illness.

Duringthe Event

Observe heifers regularly for signs of influenza-like illness (e.g. reduced appetite;
nasal discharge, lethargy, fever, and/or dehydration).
o Reportsick heifers to the show veterinarian and exhibition organizers immediately.
Follow the event’s biosecurity plan.
o Avoid any contact with animals from other 4-H Clubs
Do not share tools, feed and water, or grooming supplies between 4-H Clubs.
Ideally, 4-H club members should use their own equipment for their calves only
Avoid contact between animals as much as possible during show classes
o Limitthe amount of time animals spend in the assembly area
o When lining up, exhibitors should provide 2m of space between themselves
and the exhibitor(s) beside them
Sick animals should be immediately reported to the show officials and veterinarian and
moved to the designated temporary isolation area;
o Interactionwith the sick animal should be limited to only people caring for the

animal.
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o Dedicated personal protective equipment (PPE) such as disposable gloves,
gown/coveralls, boots or boot covers, should be worn by people caring for sick
animals.

o Notreatment supplies, feed or water, or grooming supplies should be
shared between sick animals and healthy animals.

o Additional precautions such as hand washing before putting on and taking off
PPE, changing clothes and boots should be taken by those caring for sick animals
to minimize the opportunity for disease transmission to other cattle or people.

After.the.Event

e |solate and observe animals daily for illness after returning home and before allowing
contact with other animals.
o Keep 4-H animals isolated from all other animals on the farm for 30 days
= Healthy heifers can attend multiple shows, but must be isolated upon return to
their home farm between shows
o Do not share equipment between show cattle and other animals at home until
equipment has been adequately disinfected.

e Discuss the need to test animals returning from an exhibition or fair for influenza with
your veterinarian and consider using testing to shorten the isolation period.

e Consult a health care provider and your local public health department if exhibitors or
family members develop influenza-like symptoms (e.g., fever or chills, cough, sore
throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, headaches, tiredness, and/or
vomiting and diarrhea), or eye redness/irritation or eye discharge.

o Tellyour healthcare provider you work with dairy cattle.

e Cleananddisinfectall equipmentyou took to the show.

o Use approved disinfectants that are safe for human and animal contact:
Approved Disinfectants

For more information or if there are any questions, please contact the Office of the Chief
Veterinarian via phone 1-800-661-9903, or email chief.veterinarian@gov.bc.ca.

Additional Resources

BC Ministry of Agriculture and Food Resources
HPAI in Ruminants - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca)

WorkSafe Resource

Avian flu - WorkSafeBC
Avian influenza: Protecting workers during an outbreak in livestock | WorkSafeBC
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Biosecurity Resources — Canadian Food Inspection Agency
Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in livestock - Canadian Food Inspection Agency

(canada.ca)

BC Center for Disease Control
Avian Influenza. http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/avian-influenza

Canadian Center for Occupational Health and Safety
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/diseases/avian_influenza.html

Ministry of Agriculture and Food Mailing Address: Web Address:
1767 Angus Campbell Rd https://www2.gov.bc.calgov/content/industry/agricult
Office of the Chief Veterinarian & Abbotsford, BC V3G 2M3 ure-seafood/animals-and-crops/animal-health/office-

Animal Health Center Telephone: 604 556-3003 gf-the-chie-veterinarian

Toll Free: 1-800-661-9903 Page 4 of 4


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/animals-and-crops/animal-health/office-of-the-chief-veterinarian
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/animals-and-crops/animal-health/office-of-the-chief-veterinarian
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/animals-and-crops/animal-health/office-of-the-chief-veterinarian
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable/avian-influenza/latest-bird-flu-situation/hpai-in-livestock/eng/1711895796746/1711895797730
https://inspection.canada.ca/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable/avian-influenza/latest-bird-flu-situation/hpai-in-livestock/eng/1711895796746/1711895797730
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/avian-influenza
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/diseases/avian_influenza.html

	Background
	Current Testing Requirements for Cattle
	Recommendations for 4-H Clubs and Exhibitors
	Before the Event
	During the Event
	After the Event


	Additional Resources
	BC Ministry of Agriculture and Food Resources
	WorkSafe Resource
	Biosecurity Resources – Canadian Food Inspection Agency Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in livestock - Canadian Food Inspection Agency (canada.ca)
	BC Center for Disease Control Avian Influenza. http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/avian-influenza
	Canadian Center for Occupational Health and Safety https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/diseases/avian_influenza.html


