LFYA Fast Facts
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The following information about the Learning Fund for Young Adults (LFYA) will help
young adults and their support worker/person to apply for this funding.

On this page

e About the LFYA

o Eligibility

e Purpose of the Fund
e Before you apply

e After you apply

About the LFYA

1. The LFYA provides a one-time $1,500 grant to eligible youth currently or formerly
in care.

e The LFYA fund adds to the support and benefits that youth and young adults in
care receive. This includes young adults on Strengthening Abilities and Journeys
of Empowerment (SAJE) agreements.

e The funding can be used towards formal or informal educational, training or
life-skills development goals.

2. There's no deadline, so you can apply anytime (as long as you meet the eligibility
requirements).

e Applications for the LFYA are being accepted on an ongoing basis.

Eligibility
3. To qualify for the LFYA grant, you must meet ALL three requirements:
e You were born on or after January 1, 2006, and,

e You are at least 17 years old, and
¢ You think you have 12 months in an eligible care status.


https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/youth-and-family-services/youth-transitions

4. The eligible legal care statuses include:

o O O O O

o O O

O

Interim Custody Order (ICO) to the director

Temporary Custody Order (TCO) to the director

Continuing Custody Order (CCO) to the director

Under the guardianship of a director as stated in the Infants Act
Under the guardianship of the director of adoption as stated in the
Adoption Act

ICO with a person other than a parent

TCO with person other than a parent

Youth Agreement (YAG)

Under guardianship of the director of adoption as stated in the Adoption
Act

e Thereis no requirement for youth and young adults to know if they meet

eligibility based on their legal care status or time in care. Upon receiving an

application, MCFD will review an applicant’s records to determine their
eligibility.

5. You must have 12 months in an eligible care status to qualify.

@)

That is 12 cumulative months (measured in 30-day intervals) in an eligible
care status with either MCFD or ICFS agencies in B.C.

e This means:

@)

@)

You don't need to be in an eligible care status for 12 months in a row.
Any time spent in care with an MCFD or ICFS agency for 30 days or more
before you turned 19 counts toward the 12-month total.

Eligibility includes out-of-care or equivalent care arrangements with IFCS
agencies.

e Ifyou are not sure if you meet the requirements, contact us.

6. Thisis a B.C. grant, however, young people who live outside B.C. may be eligible for

funding.

e This includes youth and young adults in care who currently live in another

province or territory, as long as they had 12 cumulative months in an eligible
care status within B.C.


https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96223_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96005_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96005_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/96005_01
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/data-monitoring-quality-assurance/reporting-monitoring/accountability/indigenous-child-and-family-service-agencies
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/youth-and-family-services/learning-fund-for-young-adults#contact-us

Purpose of the Fund
7. You can use the funding for any education, employment, training or life-skills

program, course, or activity.

+ You'll be asked about your intention (what program, course, or activity you
plan to use the funds for)

8. You can use the funding toward programs eligible for the Provincial Tuition Waiver
Program (PTWP).

e The LFYA can be used to support any program eligible for the Provincial Tuition
Waiver Program including trades training.

9. Ifyou're receiving SAJE supports, you can still access this funding.

e The LFYA s available to all youth and young adults who meet the eligibility
requirements described above. This includes those that might be receiving
support from SAJE.

10. You can also use LFYA funding for things that aren't covered by the PTWP, such as:
o Adult basic education
o Private college or educational program
o Post-graduate courses

Before you apply

11. You can apply for the grant on the LEYA pageld

e Remember:
o You can take your time filling out the application as there is no deadline
o You don't need permission from a social worker, you can apply on your
own or with your support person.
o You can only get the funding once

After you apply


https://studentaidbc.ca/explore/grants-scholarships/provincial-tuition-waiver-program
https://studentaidbc.ca/explore/grants-scholarships/provincial-tuition-waiver-program
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/youth-and-family-services/youth-transitions
https://submit.digital.gov.bc.ca/app/form/submit?f=26d32220-d9b9-41dc-b4ce-8e70995d8bb6
https://submit.digital.gov.bc.ca/app/form/submit?f=26d32220-d9b9-41dc-b4ce-8e70995d8bb6

12. Your application will be carefully reviewed.

e MCEFD Staff will check your records to see you are eligible according to the
regulations.

¢ We will send you a letter letting you know if you have been approved or not.

e If your application is not approved, you can appeal.

e Ifyou qualify:
o The team will notify the Victoria Foundation (the organization that
administers the LFYA)
o Victoria Foundation will send you a cheque or e-transfer (depending on

the option you choose on the application). You should receive the
payment four to six weeks from the day you receive your approval letter.

13. If you receive LFYA funding, it must be reported on your tax return.

e The Victoria Foundation will mail you a T4A tax slip by the end of February the

following year.

14. If your application is not approved, you can appeal.

e To appeal, follow our complaints process.

o We'll review the reason your application was denied and whether the decision
was fair. This may include:
o Finding and correcting errors,
o Asking for more information from you or
o Reconsidering your intention for using the grant.

o We can review and reconsider your application if there are errors or
omissions in the application form or process.

o However, to receive the funds, you must meet the eligibility requirements
because this is required in regulation.

o If the complaints process doesn't address your concern, call 1-877-387-7027 to
speak to a complaint's specialist.

e For more information, see Make a Complaint About Child or Family Service.

15. We're here to help. Have a question? Need help with your application?


https://victoriafoundation.bc.ca/
https://victoriafoundation.bc.ca/
https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/data-monitoring-quality-assurance/child-family-service-complaints/children-teen-complaint-process
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/loo105/loo105/261_2014
tel:+1-877-387-7027
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/data-monitoring-quality-assurance/child-family-service-complaints
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/data-monitoring-quality-assurance/child-family-service-complaints

Contact us to update your contact information, or for help with:
o ALFYA payment
o Your application
o Anything else related to the LFYA

LFYA@qgov.bc.ca

1-866-623-3001 (Toll-free in British Columbia)



https://www2.qa.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/youth-and-family-services/learning-fund-for-young-adults/lfya-fast-facts#contact-us
mailto:LFYA@gov.bc.ca
tel:1-866-623-3001

