
A Call to Action

DESTIGMATIZING
LANGUAGE

This resource intends to build awareness of and
facilitate discussions around the use of child-
centered, person-first, and identity-first,
destigmatizing language when speaking to and
documenting the lives of children and youth as a
response to the Representative for Children and
Youth’s Report: Missing. 

Existing resources are organized by domains to
promote immediate adoption of recommended
language to promote security, a sense of belonging,
and well-being for all. 

MONITORING policy PRACTICE

To address the root systemic and structural causes of children and
youth going missing from the child welfare system we need to
collectively explore:

1. What are the conditions of unbelonging that lead to children
becoming lost or missing in the child welfare system?

2. How are children’s unmet needs across systems contributing to them
going missing?

3. How do we align systems of care and protection to respond more
effectively and uphold the rights of children who have disappeared in
the system?

CHILD AND
YOUTH VOICE

LANGUAGE BELONGING

Human Rights Code
Accessible BC Act
Anti-Racism Data Act

LEGISLATION AND POLICY
3.12 Gender and Sex Data
Standard
Writing Guide for Indigenous
Content 

DOCUMENTATION

Words Matter - Guidelines
on Using Inclusive
Language
Modernizing Language
Guide
A Way with Words and
Images

COMMUNICATING WITH
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND
FAMILIES Glossary - BC's Office of the

Human Rights Commissioner 
Plain Language Checklist
Wheel of Privilege and Power

CRITICAL REFLECTION &
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

https://rcybc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/RCY-Missing-April2023.pdf
https://rcybc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/RCY-Missing-April2023.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/00_96210_01
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/21019
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7cdf0f214bb2c5e6JmltdHM9MTY5ODcxMDQwMCZpZ3VpZD0yMDA4Yzg4Zi00ZTY0LTY2MDYtMGU0ZC1kYmY5NGZkZDY3NTImaW5zaWQ9NTE4Nw&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=2008c88f-4e64-6606-0e4d-dbf94fdd6752&psq=antiracism+data+act&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmNsYXdzLmdvdi5iYy5jYS9jaXZpeC9kb2N1bWVudC9pZC9sYy9zdGF0cmVnLzIyMDE4&ntb=1
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/government/services-for-government-and-broader-public-sector/information-technology-services/standards-files/312_gender_and_sex_data_standard.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/government/services-for-government-and-broader-public-sector/information-technology-services/standards-files/312_gender_and_sex_data_standard.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/services-for-government/service-experience-digital-delivery/web-content-development-guides/web-style-guide/writing-guide-for-indigenous-content
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/services-for-government/service-experience-digital-delivery/web-content-development-guides/web-style-guide/writing-guide-for-indigenous-content
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/services-for-government/service-experience-digital-delivery/web-content-development-guides/web-style-guide/writing-guide-for-indigenous-content
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/careers/all-employees/working-with-others/words-matter.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/careers/all-employees/working-with-others/words-matter.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/careers/all-employees/working-with-others/words-matter.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/government/about-the-bc-government/regulatory-reform/pdfs/modernizing_language_guide_oct_2023_publication_version.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/government/about-the-bc-government/regulatory-reform/pdfs/modernizing_language_guide_oct_2023_publication_version.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/disability/arc/words-images.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/disability/arc/words-images.html
https://bchumanrights.ca/glossary/
https://bchumanrights.ca/glossary/
https://bchumanrights.ca/glossary/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/services-for-government/service-experience-digital-delivery/web-content-development-guides/web-style-guide/writing-guide/plain-language
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=d97dff7e029b5172JmltdHM9MTcwMDYxMTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0yMDA4Yzg4Zi00ZTY0LTY2MDYtMGU0ZC1kYmY5NGZkZDY3NTImaW5zaWQ9NTIwOA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=2008c88f-4e64-6606-0e4d-dbf94fdd6752&psq=federal+wheel+of+privelege&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FuYWRhLmNhL2NvbnRlbnQvZGFtL2lyY2MvZG9jdW1lbnRzL3BkZi9lbmdsaXNoL2NvcnBvcmF0ZS9hbnRpLXJhY2lzbS93aGVlbC1wcml2aWxlZ2UtcG93ZXIucGRm&ntb=1

