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Dear Jay Chalke: 
 
Re: Investigation Of Complaint About Denial Of Financial Supports Under The 
Agreements With Young Adults Program 
 
Thank you for your letter dated May 23, 2023, regarding your investigation into a complaint 
about the denial of financial supports under the Agreements with Young Adults (AYA) program 
in the wake of a section 54.01 Permanent Transfer of Custody to Other order granted in 2015. I 
am pleased to respond on behalf of the Honourable Mitzi Dean, Minister of Children and Family 
Development. 
 
I understand that you intend to release a public report and are requesting the Ministry of Children 
and Family Development’s (MCFD) representations and an administrative fairness review of 
your draft report. I have outlined MCFD’s response to your recommendations below and 
attached MCFD’s administrative fairness feedback to this letter. 
 
MCFD welcomes reports and recommendations from our oversight bodies as they offer valuable 
insight into the child-serving systems and provide recommendations for strengthening support 
and services for children, youth and families. The situations shared by children, youth and 
families are a driving force in changes being made to legislation and policy to ensure services 
and supports are evolving to meet identified needs. 
 
Under Budget 2022, the government announced enhanced youth transitions services and 
benefits, now known as the Strengthening Abilities and Journeys of Empowerment (SAJE) 
program, to be fully implemented by April 2024. The SAJE program includes a new 
comprehensive suite of supports and services for eligible youth and young adults up to their 27th 
birthday. This program provides focused transition planning for eligible youth and young adults 
(aged 14 to 25) in and from care. SAJE provides a suite of services intended to support youth and 
young adults as they transition from care, including: 
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We accept recommendations 3 and 4 with the caveat that the proposed timelines for these 
recommendations may not be attainable. For recommendation 3, we have proposed that the 
deadline be moved from December 31, 2023, to June 30, 2024, to align with the anticipated date 
for Royal Assent for the proposed legislative changes. These legislative changes are necessary to 
expand eligibility for the SAJE program and the new and expanded supports and services. An 
extension may be required for recommendation 4 to fulfill MCFD’s commitment to engage with 
our Indigenous partners and rightsholders on changes to policy. 
 
MCFD will not implement recommendation 5. As you know, the Child, Family and Community 
Service Act (CFCSA) requires the consent of the Public Guardian and Trustee (PGT) for CFCSA 
orders that permanently transfer custody of a child, but only in those situations where the PGT is 
acting as the property guardian for the child. MCFD does not support expanding the property 
guardianship role for all out-of-care orders and agreements, as the child’s parents retain the 
responsibilities of a property guardian in such situations. 

 
If you have any questions about this response, please contact James Wale, Deputy Director of 
Child Welfare, MCFD, by phone at  or via e-mail at  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Allison Bond 
Deputy Minister for Children and Family Development 
 
pc: Honourable Mitzi Dean 
 Cory Heavener, Assistant Deputy Minister/Provincial Director of Child Welfare 
 James Wale 
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