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This newsletter is meant to share information and support the ministry’s commitment to ongoing
consultation and collaboration with Indigenous Peoples, partners and governments to develop
legislation and services consistent with the provincial Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples Act as well as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
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We will listen to the children, youth and families we serve, knowing their voices and experiences
are central to the creation of services that truly meet their needs.

All dates and timelines may be adjusted if needed.

Seeking your input on Kinship Care

You are invited to provide input on the out-of-care system.

The Ministry of Children and Family Development is reviewing

policies and practice for out-of-care arrangements under the Child,
Family and Community Service Act (CFCSA). The purpose of the To request an engagement session or
review is to identify opportunities to improve kinship services for indicate you will be providing written

children, youth and families. feedback, please contact Trever Walton

at Trever.Walton@gov.bc.ca by
In this first phase, the focus is on changes to improve safety and November 21, 2025.

well-being for children, youth and care providers. The proposed
scope includes policy and practice related to out-of-care
arrangements under the CFCSA, including:

Engagement Opportunity

e Extended Family Program Agreements

e Enhanced Out-of-Care Support Agreements

e Permanent transfers of custody to a person other than a
parent (s. 54.01 and s. 54.1)

e Interim and temporary custody orders to a person other than a
parent

Restricted foster care is out of scope of this review.

First
Nations Thank you to those who attended the First Nations Leadership Gathering and took the time

Leadership share your insights and perspectives with the Minister and ministry staff . We value the
Gathering  opportunity to connect and learn from you.
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The Ministry of Children and Family Development gratefully acknowledges that it conducts
its work on the territories of First Nations Peoples throughout British Columbia.
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Information sharing engagement

The Ministry of Children and Family Development is exploring
changes to two areas of information sharing to support effective
partnerships and collaboration between government ministries,
public bodies, Indigenous partners, and individuals receiving
services.

1.Improving information sharing with Indigenous partners to
reduce barriers that prevent notifying Indigenous
representative organizations when an Indigenous child in
care passes away.

2.Improving service delivery by enhancing information sharing
between ministries and with public bodies as part of a cross-
governmental response to the Representative for Children
and Youth’s 2024 Report Don’t Look Away.

Engagement Opportunity

For information about distinctions-based
engagement sessions planned for this fall,
or to arrange a meeting for your Nation or
organization please contact Eric Hallman
at mcf.connect@gov.bc.ca.

Lhtako Dene Nation signs section 92.1 Community Agreement

Lhtako Dene Nation signed a bilateral section 92.1 community
agreement on October 8, 2025.

The Lhtakoh Ne’uskeh Ink’ez Nenatneke Bayoh agreement,
meaning “our children and family house,” comes into effect
province-wide under the Child, Family and Community Service
Act (CFCSA) on January 6, 2026.

Section 92.1 community agreements define consultation and
cooperation measures between the community designates and
directors with respect to protection services. The guiding
principles of the agreement include connecting children to
their culture, traditional language, and teachings, while
recognizing the importance of the family unit and the deep
interconnection of relationships.

Engagement Opportunity

For information on pathways to

jurisdiction over child and family
services, please visit:
gov.bc.ca/pathways

We Want to Do you have feedback about this newsletter? We would love to hear it!

Hear From You send it to us at: MCF.engagement@gov.bc.ca
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