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This newsletter is meant to share information and support the ministry’s commitment to ongoing @ W
consultation and collaboration with Indigenous Peoples, partners and governments to develop
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legislation and services consistent with the provincial Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples Act as well as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

We are listening to the children, youth and families we serve, knowing their voices and experiences

are central to the creation of services that truly meet their needs.

All dates and timelines may be adjusted if needed.

Coordination Agreement Signings

Gwa’sala-‘Nakwaxda’xw Nations signed a coordination
agreement with B.C. and Canada on September 12,2024, which
will come into force on April 1, 2025. This agreement reflects the
unique culture, language, practices, and guiding principles of the
Gwa'sala-'Nakwaxda'xw Nations.

Sts’ailes First Nation signed and brought into effect a
coordination agreement with B.C. and Canada on September 6,
2024. This agreement reflects the Sts’ailes child welfare
philosophy, Snowoyelh te Lalem, “the house,” and speaks to the
heart of a close-knit family.

Ts@éscen First Nation signed a bilateral interim coordinating
agreement with B.C. on December 20, 2024, bringing Tsgéscen
Law, T'kwenm7ipleTtens re Kikwe, into effect province-wide on
December 21, 2024.

Section 92.1 Community Agreement Signings

Tl'etingox Government, Binche Whut’en, and Toquaht Nation
signed section 92.1 community agreements with the Province in
September, and these agreements came into force in December
2024. These individual agreements define how the Province and
the Nations will work together when planning and making
decisions about their children, youth, and families.

Learn More

e For more information about pathways
to jurisdiction over child and family
services, please visit:
gov.bc.ca/pathways



http://www.gov.bc.ca/pathways

Child, Family and Community Service Act (CFCSA)

The ministry is working towards legislative changes that will improve safety and service delivery for children, youth,
and families in several areas. These proposed changes relate to safety planning, supervision and restraining orders,
and domestic violence, among others.

How to Get Involved

Indigenous partners are invited to provide input on
the proposed CFCSA amendments beginning in
March 2025 through virtual engagement sessions. e To express interest in participating or to raise questions,
Engagement will continue over the summer months please contact: Eric.Hallman@gov.bc.ca

as work proceeds. We invite you or your
representatives to contribute your community’s
perspective to this work.

Initial information sessions are planned for:

e March13-9a.m.
e March14-11a.m.
e March 18-2p.m.

Co-development of a Jurisdiction Funding Model

Co-development of a funding model for First Nations
jurisdiction over child and family services continues.
The jurisdiction funding model will guide financial
decision-making in a way that is fair, transparent,
and responsive to the needs of First Nations.

For More Information

¢ Ifyou are interested in participating or would like more

information about the co-development process, please
contact:

MCF.Partnership.and.Indigenous.Engagement@gov.bc.ca

First Nations interested in co-development are e Orvisit: gov.bc.ca/codevelopfundingmodel
encouraged to reach out and learn more.

B.C. Cabinet & First Nations Leaders’ Gathering

The B.C. Cabinet & First Nations Leaders’ Gathering was held on the territories of the Musqueam, Squamish, and
Tsleil-Waututh First Nations at the Vancouver Convention Centre on January 21-22, 2025. Thank you to everyone
who took the time to meet with Minister Jodie Wickens, Deputy Minister Keith Godin, and leadership staff from
MCFD. This year, MCFD engaged in nearly 50 meetings, which largely focused on relationship building and working
collaboratively to improve outcomes for First Nations children, youth, and families. All First Nations who had
meetings should have received a response letter.
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Services for Children and Youth with Support Needs (CYSN)

Engagement

Engagement on a new approach to services for
children and youth with support needs closed in

December 2024. Several key recommendations came

up during engagement:

¢ Increase funding system-wide

¢ Maintain and expand direct funding

e Improve access to diagnostic services

e Separate CYSN services from the ministry
responsible for child safety

e Streamline services under one ministry

e Address gaps between mental health and
support needs services

e Strengthen the community-based service sector

e Improve supports through schools

Indigenous CYSN Service Delivery

Denisiqi Services Society, in partnership with the
Cariboo Chilcotin Child Development Centre, is now
delivering a unique CYSN service model in the
Williams Lake and Cariboo-Chilcotin area.

They are using an adapted therapy bus to travel
between communities on a rotating schedule to
deliver a complete suite of services provided by
professionals. Services are strengths-based and
culturally safe, grounded in traditional values,
stories, and languages and are supporting children
and families in local First Nations communities.

Learn More

e Areport detailing what the Province heard is
forthcoming.

e Toread themes specific to engagement with First
Nations Rights and Titleholders, please visit:
gov.bc.ca/cysnfirstnationsengagement

For More Information

e Forinformation or to participate, please contact:
MCF.Partnership.and.Indigenous.Engagement@gov.bc.ca

We Want to Do you have feedback about this newsletter? We would love to hear it!
Hear From You Send it to us at: MCF.engagement@gov.bc.ca
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