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This newsletter is meant to share information and support the ministry’s commitment to ongoing W

9

consultation and collaboration with Indigenous Peoples, partners and governments to develop
legislation and services consistent with the provincial Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous &/
Peoples Act as well as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

S

We will listen to the children, youth and families we serve, knowing their voices and experiences
are central to the creation of services that truly meet their needs.

All dates and timelines may be adjusted if needed.

Message from Minister Grace Lore:
My honoured friends,

Since | became Minister of Children and Family Development in January, | have been listening and learning from
community. | have met with the First Nations Leadership Council, Union of BC Indian Chiefs, BC Assembly of First
Nations, Métis Nation BC, and many other Indigenous partners. | truly have appreciated these opportunities to connect
and share dialogue.

Over the last few months, it has been an honour to be welcomed into communities and to participate in several
agreement signings with First Nations to improve information sharing and consultation practices, and to uphold the
right of Indigenous Peoples to reclaim jurisdiction over their children, youth, and families. Sts’ailes First Nation signed
a bilateral agreement in April, Tla’amin Nation signed a community agreement in May, and most recently | visited
Cowichan Tribes to sign a coordination agreement in June.

This spring, we passed two pieces of legislation, Bill 5 and Bill 19, which remove barriers for First Nations exercising
jurisdiction over child and family services through amendments to the Child, Family, and Community Service Act. We
will continue to look for opportunities to improve the legal framework that supports Indigenous Peoples’ inherent right
to re-assert jurisdiction over child and family services.

Finally, in co-development with First Nations and Indigenous leaders and partners, the Indigenous Child Welfare
Director (ICWD) position was posted in May—something that has been long advocated for. | look forward to welcoming
the ICWD into this critical position within the ministry and as a member of the ministry’s executive team.

It is such an honour to be in this role, as we work together and collaborate with Indigenous partners, community, and
ministry staff.

Cowichan Tribes Signs Coordination Agreement

Cowichan Tribes, of the Coast Salish People, signed a coordination agreement with Canada and B.C. on June 24,
2024. The phased approach will begin on August 1, 2024, when they will start delivering the full range of services to
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands. The provision of services across the province will begin at a date to be
determined by Cowichan Tribes.

This coordination agreement describes how services to Cowichan children, youth, and families will be delivered
according to Cowichan Tribes' law, which is rooted in Cowichan Snuw’uy’ulh (teachings). For more information on
different pathways to jurisdiction over child and family services, please visit: gov.bc.ca/pathways

The Ministry of Children and Family Development gratefully acknowledges that it conducts
its work on the territories of First Nations Peoples throughout British Columbia.



https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/indigenous-people/supporting-communities/child-family-development/partnership-and-indigenous-engagement
https://news.gov.bc.ca/30370
https://news.gov.bc.ca/30634
https://news.gov.bc.ca/30409
https://news.gov.bc.ca/30409

Comprehensive Review of Care Planning

The ministry recently collected feedback on the full review of
care planning through a public online survey. The survey is now Engagement Opportunity
closed, and data analysis will begin. Data from the surveys will
be used to inform the development of project
recommendations, and plan for the next phase of engagement,
including virtual focus groups.

e Spring /Summer 2024: To be informed of
upcoming focus groups, please email:
mcfd.careplanningreview@gov.bc.ca
Ongoing: For updates visit:

More information about these focus groups will be released engage.gov.bc.ca/govtogetherbc/engage
soon. In the meantime, the ministry is collecting a list of ment/care-planning-review

interested focus group participants. If you are interested in For more information about our programs,
participating, please email: please contact:
mcfd.careplanningreview@gov.bc.ca mcfd.careplanningreview@gov.bc.ca

Design of a Youth Emergency Shelter Service Model

The ministry is seeking feedback about the design of Youth
Emergency Shelter (YES) services. YES Services help vulnerable Engagement Opportunity
youth by offering outreach, day programming, and overnight
accommodations. The YES Service Expectations document e Provide written feedback through

provides more detail on how these services work: govTogetherBC. Feedback will be accepted
engage.gov.bc.ca/YouthEmergencyShelterService until July 31st, 2024:
engage.gov.bc.ca/YouthEmergencyShelter
Service

Summer 2024: Virtual YES Services workshop

Through online written submissions or virtual workshops, the
ministry invites Indigenous partners to provide feedback on how
the YES Services can be delivered in a culturally safe and
appropriate way. This includes advice on trauma-informed
practices to support cultural, physical, emotional, and spiritual
wellbeing.

and engagement with Indigenous partners.
Date and time to be confirmed. A virtual
meeting invitation will be distributed to those
interested in participating.

Separate from this engagement opportunity, the ministry will If you are interested in participating in the
reach out to engage Indigenous partners through a separate upcoming provincial design workshop,
distinctions-based approach to design and plan for please contact:

implementation in Indigenous child and family service agencies. MCF.yes.engagement@gov.bc.ca

Tla’amin Nation Signs ?aju@met 92.1 Community Agreement

Tla’amin Nation co-developed and signed the ?ajudmet 92.1 community agreement with the province on May 23,
2024. The agreement defines how the province and Tla'amin Nation will work together when planning and making
decisions about their children, youth, and families.

For more information on different pathways to jurisdiction over child and family services, please visit:
gov.bc.ca/pathways
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Co-developing New Funding Model for First Nations
Jurisdiction over Child and Family Services

In September 2023, the ministry began co-development of a new funding model for First Nations jurisdiction over
child and family services with Indigenous Peoples.

The ministry is pleased to share the Interim What We Heard Report on jurisdiction funding model co-development
sessions. This report is intended to reflect the diverse range of feedback received to date on how a funding model
could support Indigenous jurisdiction.

The ministry will continue to meet with partners in bi-weekly
co-development sessions through August 2024, and may

Engagement Opportunity

resume co-development sessions following the provincial e Interim What We Heard Report:
election, if needed. A Final What We Heard Report is gov.bc.ca/codevelopfundingmodel
anticipated in 2025. e To participate or ask questions,

please contact:
MCF.Partnership.and.Indigenous.
Engagement@gov.bc.ca

The Interim What We Heard Report can be found here:
gov.bc.ca/codevelopfundingmodel

Services for Children and Youth with Support Needs (CYSN)

The ministry has completed phase two of engagement with First Nations Rights and Titleholders to co-develop a
new provincial Children and Youth with Support Needs service approach. We want to thank all those who
participated in the virtual engagement sessions from October 2023 to June 2024.

Provincial funding of $25,000 is available to B.C. First Nations
communities to support their capacity to engage with the Engagement Opportunity
ministry and others on their unique needs for supports and
services for children and youth with support needs. Funding
requests are open until December 1, 2024.

e To receive updates, please subscribe at:
engage.gov.bc.ca/children-youth-
support-needs

To see the visual summaries of each topic of engagement, or For more information, visit:
for information on the grant process, including how to apply, engage.gov.bc.ca/govtogetherbc/engage
please visit: ment/children-and-youth-with-support-

engage.gov.bc.ca/govtogetherbc/engagement/children- needs-first-nations-engagement/
and-youth-with-support-needs-first-nations-engagement

We Wantto Do you have feedback about this newsletter? We would love to hear it!
Hear From You  senditto us at: MCF.engagement@gov.bc.ca
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