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This newsletter is meant to share information and support the ministry’s commitment to ongoing

consultation and collaboration with Indigenous Peoples, partners and governments to develop @ W
legislation and services consistent with the provincial Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous ‘&f/‘
Peoples Act as well as the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

We will listen to the children, youth and families we serve, knowing their voices and experiences
are central to the creation of services that truly meet their needs.

All dates and timelines may be adjusted if needed.

Information Sharing

The Ministry of Children and Family Development (CFD) thanks all participants in
the 2025 engagement sessions on information sharing. Your feedback helped us

understand the benefits, challenges, and sensitivities of sharing information Engagement opportunity
about Indigenous children in care. For information about
distinctions-based engagement
We clearly heard the need for strong safeguards to ensure information is used as sessions, or to arrange a meeting
intended: to help children, youth, and families involved with CFD benefit from for your Nation or organization,

targeted supports, funding opportunities, and other eligible benefits. please contact

MCF.StandardsPolicy@gov.bc.ca

Through additional engagement sessions, CFD seeks to continue this
conversation and learn more about safeguards that protect and secure sensitive
information shared about children, youth, and families.

Expanded Support for Children and
Youth with Support Needs in B.C.

B.C. announced an expanded needs-based support system
informed by extensive engagement with the public, the
sector, and Indigenous partners. Two new direct funding
programs will replace Autism Funding and School-Aged
Extended Therapies, helping more families caring for
children with support needs. Additionally, community-based
Standing with Tumbler Ridge services are expanding, focusing on:

Tumbler Ridge, located on the Treaty 8

territories of the Cree, Dunne-Za, Saulteau and + Behavioural and mental health supports
Tse’Khene First Nations, continues to grieve a
profound loss following the tragic events of
February 10, 2026. « Expanded programs for children aged 6-18

« Navigation and Family Support Services

While the impact of this tragedy is deeply felt, - Pediatric therapies

the community is standing strong, supporting
one another with care and resilience. - . .
Families already receiving support will be contacted
Our thoughts remain with the families, individually to plan their transition step-by-step.
extended families, children, youth, educators,
first responders, support workers, and all
community members affected during this
difficult time.

Find out more
To learn more about the changes, visit

www.gov.bc.ca/childyouthsupports
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