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Section 1 – General Inquiries 

 
1. What are the key changes to the Childcare BC New Spaces fund for fiscal 

2021/22?   
The Ministry is focusing space creation investments on expanding quality, inclusive community-based child 
care in areas with the greatest needs, in alignment with provincial priorities and commitments under the 
Canada Wide Early Learning and Child Care Agreement. 

The key changes to the Childcare BC New Spaces fund include: (a) Public sector, Indigenous 
Governments, not-for-profit organizations (societies) and Indigenous not-for-profit organizations 
(societies) are the only organizations eligible for funding; (b) increased priority for projects creating 
Infant Toddler child care spaces; (c) including School Age on School Grounds as an eligible licence type 
for funding; and (d) focussing on full-time licence types.  

 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/stories/canada-announces-historic-first-early-learning-and-child-care-agreement
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2. What are the expectations for providers to ensure spaces are 
affordable?  

Where eligible, providers are required to apply for and enroll in Child Care Operating Funding (CCOF),  
the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative (CCFRI), and Early Childhood Educator Wage Enhancement 
(ECE-WE), or any future BC Government operating funding initiatives, where eligible and approved for, 
in order to receive their final funding installment. They must apply each year for the length of their 
commitment period to ensure spaces are affordable.  

3. Why is funding only available to public and not-for-profit organizations 
(societies) and not for businesses and corporate companies?   

 
As BC transitions towards a universal system for child care, public funding will focus on creating child care 
spaces that offer the best long-term benefits to the public – spaces in Indigenous-led, public sector, and 
non-profit child care centres. This aligns with recommendations from the Provincial Child Care Council, and 
requirements for federal funding through the Canada Wide Early Learning and Child Care Agreement. 

The Start-Up Grants program will continue to be available for family child care providers, and both family 
and for-profit providers continue to be eligible for operating funding for existing and new spaces.  
 

4. Will certain types of eligible organizations be favoured over other types as 
government allots available funding?   

The Ministry cannot predict how many applications will be received from each organization type, or the 
viability of each application. The Ministry will look for the most viable projects that support the needs of 
each community when selecting the projects that will be funded through the Childcare BC New Spaces 
Fund. 

 

Funding will be prioritized towards projects that are able to demonstrate how the proposed child care 
spaces align with the community need. Additionally, funding will be prioritized to projects serving 
priority areas such as underserved communities and vulnerable populations, creating infant toddler 
spaces and full-time care. For a full list of priority areas, please review Section 3 of the Funding 
Guidelines.   

5. Is this funding available for all types of spaces?  

No, this funding is only available for Infant and Toddler, Group 3-5, Group Multi-Age, School Age and 
School Age on School Grounds, as listed on the application form. Additionally, the 2021/22 New Spaces 
Fund intake is focused on full-time 0-5 space creation, reflecting community and provincial data and 
best supporting parents seeking to return to work or access school or training. See Section 2.2 of the 
Funding Guidelines for a list of eligible and ineligible space types.  

If you are looking to create licensed child care spaces in your own home, you may be eligible to receive 
Start-Up Grants funding.  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=A09393D52625431690857CB1F04B5213
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=77241B9EE085467F94219D69F0008B29
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=77241B9EE085467F94219D69F0008B29
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=87D4CA6A43614E4BA8BDF95366D0EF73
https://news.gov.bc.ca/stories/canada-announces-historic-first-early-learning-and-child-care-agreement
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/running-daycare-preschool/start-up-grants
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6. What do you consider to be an Infant Toddler space?  

Licence types that serve infants and toddlers include Group Multi-Age Child Care and Group Child Care 
(Under 36 Months).   
 

7. Am I still eligible to apply if my project’s provincial cost per space exceeds 
$40,000? 

The Ministry is prioritizing projects with a provincial cost per space under $40,000. While the Ministry 
recognizes that spaces range in cost depending on location, building materials, and type of space being 
created, the priority on the provincial cost per space amount has been established to ensure the fund 
creates as many spaces, through as many projects, in as many communities as possible. 

 

The Ministry may consider projects over $40,000 per space in exceptional circumstances, where 
funding allows, at the ministry’s discretion. 

 

8.  Who is going to work at these new child care facilities, given the shortage 
of qualified staff?  

The Ministry is aware of the challenges in child care in terms of affordability, shortage of spaces, and lack 
of qualified Early Childhood Educators (ECEs). That is why the 10-year Childcare BC plan has initiatives for 
each of these areas, including plans to recruit and retain ECEs through bursaries, post-secondary 
education, professional development opportunities and wage enhancements. As part of the application 
for the Childcare BC New Spaces Fund, applicants are encouraged to detail recruitment and retention 
strategies for ECEs. 

 

9. If a public sector organization applies for funding through the Childcare BC New 
Spaces Fund, can they partner with a private business to deliver the child care?   

No. Public sector organizations that receive funding through the Childcare BC New Spaces Fund must 
either directly operate the program, or work with a not-for-profit organization (society) to deliver the 
child care. If a public sector organization is unable to secure a public or not-for-profit organization to 
offer the services, and is unable to provide the service themselves, they are required to provide a 
justification for working with a for-profit provider on their application. 

 
10.  Who is responsible for securing insurance for the project? Is it sufficient for the 

contractor to name the organization as being insured under their plan?  

As a recipient of the Childcare BC New Spaces Fund, you as the organization are obligated to maintain 
insurance with insurers licensed in Canada. The contractor will have their insurance, and the recipient will 
need to secure insurance.  

Once you begin your project, please obtain the required insurances detailed in Section 12 of your Funding 
Agreement and complete the Certificate of Insurance. A broker will be able to assist you with obtaining 
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insurance for your project. 

Please retain this document for your records and ensure it is available to the Province within 10 business 
days in the event it is requested. 

 
11.  My project is insured under the School Protection Plan, do I need to seek 

additional insurance? 

You are obligated to maintain insurance for your project, if you are covered under a protection plan you 
may need to seek additional coverage as some protection plans do not insure against all losses. Please 
review Section 12 of the Funding Agreement for insurance requirements.  

 
 

Section 2 – Application Inquiries 
 
12. The application asks: “How many years of experience do you have managing 

capital build projects?” What is defined as capital build experience, and why is it 
important?   

Your application will be scored on several criteria, including years of experience in both operating a child 
care and managing capital build projects. Capital build experience refers to experience managing the 
development and ground-up builds of facilities or community amenities, such as playgrounds, skating 
rinks or community gardens. Applicants whose capital build experience includes child care builds, 
renovations or property acquisitions should include this information on their application.  

The Ministry is looking for experience in capital builds because organizations must navigate regulations 
such as child care licensing, zoning and municipal requirements, which can be challenging.  
 

While capital build experience will be scored, providers who have limited experience are eligible to apply, 
especially if their proposal will meet other priorities and criteria. 

13. The application asks: “How much experience operating a licensed child care 
facility do you have?” Why is that important? Would it be enough to hire people 
with experience in child care operations?  

There are several criteria, including location, organizational experience, and type of licensed child care 
spaces to be created, that will be considered as part of the application. Hiring experienced staff is important; 
however, it is the organization or identified operating partner that needs to show experience operating a 
child care facility.  

While experience in child care will be scored, providers who have limited experience are encouraged to 
apply, especially if their proposal will meet other priorities and criteria. 
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14. If you are leasing a space, are you able to apply for funding? Does a signed 
lease have to be in place prior to applying for funding?   

Yes, projects leasing space are eligible to apply, and proof of the lease or proof of a draft agreement is 
required. Generally, the term of the lease agreement must meet or exceed the length of the service 
commitment in the funding agreement. 
 

15. If a project requires a down payment to secure a lease in a building, how does 
the applicant go about securing the location, given funding is not awarded 
until March 2022?   

As stated above, it is a requirement for applicants to provide the location of the proposed space and 
proof of the lease or of a draft agreement at the time of application. Any and all costs incurred prior to 
signing the Funding Agreement will not be considered for funding, including the down payment to secure 
a lease. Draft agreements are accepted and may be a viable option for applicants who do not wish to 
secure a location prior to approval of funding. 

 

16. Would funding from the federal government or a loan with the school board 
qualify as the organizational financial contribution towards a project? What is 
required to show the funding contribution on the application?   

Yes, loans and other funding contributions would be considered as an organization’s financial 
contribution. Volunteer contributions will be excluded. The applicant must be able to demonstrate that 
they have their contribution in place at the time of application. Please contact program staff at 1-888- 
338-6622 (option 5) to discuss what you need to provide in your submission. 

 

17.  I have applied for funding through the UBCM Community Child Care Space 
Creation Program. Can I use this funding as a contribution towards a project?  

Applicants may not use UBCM Space Creation funding to create the same spaces as those included in the 
New Spaces Funding application. However, you can apply for different spaces at the same facility. For 
example, if you applied to UBCM for Infant Toddler Spaces, you could apply for 3-5 and School-Age spaces 
through the New Spaces Fund. 
 

18.  What kind of information is expected under Section 3.2 – Accessibility? Can 
you use my Floor Plans to determine the construction standards? 

Your application will be evaluated on your ability to demonstrate principles of universal and accessible 
design, and your commitment to accessibility. In your response, include examples that support how the 
proposed facility incorporates these principles, this may include wheelchair ramps, inclusive bathroom 
design, bathroom and stair hand rails, etc.  
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For resources and information on creating inclusive and accessible child care environments, refer to the 
Rick Hansen Foundation – Accessibility Resources, Early Learning Framework, Inclusion BC, and the 
Environment Rating Scales. 

19.  I am applying as a Municipality and the Developer will be transferring ownership 
of the facility once the project is complete. How do I prove ownership? 

You must provide proof of final ownership of the facility at the time of application. This may be in the 
form of an agreement or contract signed by both parties showing the municipality as the owner.  

 

20. What kind of information is required under Section 6.2 – Community Priority 
Populations Served on the application?  

The Ministry is looking for detailed information about policies and programming that are in place to 
support each demographic in this section, if applicable. For example, if you state that you offer 
programming for Indigenous children, you should provide details on the specific programming or services. 
See the Application Resource for more information. 
 

If a question is simply checked “yes” in this section with no additional information or supporting 
documentation, the response will be insufficient to fully complete the evaluation process. 
 
21.  What documentation is required to demonstrate community need?   

Documents that identify the child care need within the community include a Community Child Care plan 
or Child Care Needs assessment (see Funding Guidelines for definitions). The plan should reference the 
proposed child care facility location and define the community need for additional child care spaces. 
Community need is determined through the analysis of demographics and child population, current 
availability of child care spaces in the community, and an assessment of current and future child care 
space demands. The Ministry will prioritize applicants that are able to demonstrate the creation of child 
care spaces that align with the community’s child care needs. 

 

If the community does not have an available child care plan or child care needs assessment, the Ministry 
will accept other documents that quantify and justify the local child care needs. This may include waitlist 
data, population data, utilization rates, or a letter from a local official outlining community need. Please 
note: while the Ministry will accept this as confirmation of child care need, this type of documentation 
will not be considered as equivalent to a formal child care plan and will be assessed accordingly. 

 

Section 3 – Eligibility Inquiries 
 

22. If I’m relocating or extending my hours and moving the child care to another 
location, would I qualify for this funding if no new spaces are being created?   

No, the intention of the New Spaces Fund is to create new licensed child care spaces. If the project is 
relocating and not building new child care spaces, it would not qualify for the New Spaces Fund. 

https://www.rickhansen.com/become-accessible/accessibility-resources
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/early-learning/teach/earlylearning/draft_early_learning_framework_2018.pdf
https://inclusionbc.org/programs-services/
https://ers.fpg.unc.edu/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/running-a-daycare-or-preschool/newspaces_fund_applicationresource.pdf
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However, if the relocation is required due to emergency circumstances, it may be eligible for funding 
through the Childcare BC Maintenance Fund program. 

 

If the organization is moving to a new location in order to increase the number of spaces, it may be 
eligible for the Childcare BC New Spaces Fund.  

 

23. If a child care facility is only open for after-school care, would extending 
operations to include before-school care be eligible?   

No. Extending the hours of School Age spaces to include before-school care in addition to after-school 
care is not creating new spaces, as these are considered existing spaces. 

 

24. Are training activities eligible for funding?   

No. Training activities are not eligible for funding. For more information on eligible and ineligible 
project costs, see Section 6 of the Funding Guidelines. 

 

25. Are project management fees eligible for funding?  

Yes. Fees related to project management are eligible for funding under the Childcare BC New Spaces 
Fund, so long as the project manager is a third party at arm’s length from the project and applicant. 
project managers must be contracted out for their fees to be eligible for provincial funding. 

 

Staff of the organization applying for funding cannot be paid for providing project management services. 
As stated in Section 6.2 of the Funding Guidelines, “project-related fees payable to the applicant and/or to 
a third party not at arm’s length from the project or applicant for services” and “ongoing costs for existing 
staff salaries and benefits” are ineligible project costs. 

 

26. If renovations are complete and an organization needs funding to purchase 
equipment, furniture or a playground, would they be eligible to apply?   

Yes. This program is intended to provide financial assistance to support the opening of child care 
spaces and can be accessed if your project is at a stage where equipment, furniture and a playground 
are required to become licensed and operational. 

 

27. Would placing a portable on school grounds to both relocate current child care 
spaces within the school and add new licensed child care spaces be eligible to 
apply for the Childcare BC New Spaces Fund?   

Yes. This type of project would be eligible to apply for funding as the project is creating new licensed 
child care spaces. If the project was only relocating existing spaces, it would not be eligible.  

 
 
 
 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=4F1B6269182F4224910C1FA168875011
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/running-a-daycare-or-preschool/newspaces_fund_guide.pdf
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28. Would the funding cover only the purchase of a portable/modular building, or 
would it be able to cover everything associated with it, such as setting up the 
plumbing and electrical?   

Yes, both. Eligible funding includes site development costs, building or renovations costs, equipment and 
furnishing. Please refer to Section 6 of the Funding Guidelines for a list of eligible items. 

 

29. Are past Recipients of Childcare BC New Spaces Fund/Child Care Major Capital 
funding allowed to access additional funding to complete their project?  

No. All previously approved projects with signed funding agreements are bound by the terms of those 
funding agreements and are therefore not eligible to receive additional funding. The Childcare BC New 
Spaces Fund considers funding for new projects that involve the creation of new licensed child care 
spaces that have not previously received funding through the program. 

 
 

Section 4 – Project Timeline Inquiries 
 

30. If a project was started before the grant was issued, could the grant funding be 
used for other project costs going forward?   

Yes. Eligible project costs that incur after the signing of the Funding Agreement by both the recipient and 
the Ministry may be considered for funding. Any costs incurred prior to signing the funding agreement 
are not eligible and will not be considered for funding. For more details on eligible costs please see the 
Funding Guidelines. 

 

31. Do rezoning applications have to be completed before applying?   

No. It is not required to have rezoning applications completed prior to applying. However, applicants 
should understand local bylaws in their municipality and have started any required rezoning process or 
be aware of the rezoning rules and associated costs. 

 

32. Is there a time limit for when the project needs to be completed and the funding 
spent?   

No. There is no time limit for when the project needs to be completed. The Ministry is interested in 
having spaces open as soon as possible and will prioritize projects that demonstrate a readiness to begin. 
However, there is an understanding that larger projects may take more time to complete. The Ministry 
will prioritize projects that start within six months of signing the Funding Agreement. 
 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/running-a-daycare-or-preschool/newspaces_fund_guide.pdf?forcedownload=true
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/family-and-social-supports/child-care/running-a-daycare-or-preschool/newspaces_fund_guide.pdf?forcedownload=true
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Section 5 – Evaluation and Selection Process Inquiries 
 

33. Who will review these applications?  

A dedicated team of Ministry staff will review applications. When needed, experts in the Ministry of 
Children and Family Development, Ministry of Education and other ministries will be asked for input to 
ensure the review process considers the unique needs of each community and project. 

 

34. How long does the evaluation process take?   

Applications received between September 13th, 2021 and November 16th, 2021 will be considered as a 
submission and will be reviewed between November 16th, 2021 and March 2022. 
 
Please note the application deadline is November 16th, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. PST.  

 

Successful applicants in the application window will be notified at the time of the notification of results 
in March 2022. 
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