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Priority Vaccine Distribution Slower Than Expected 

The Province’s roll out of vaccinations for front-line 
priority workers is dependent on supply. While some 
workers in hot spots have received vaccinations, the 
overall plan is dependent on vaccine availability. We 
will continue to be in touch with BCCDC and share 
updated information as it becomes available. 

Leave Time Available for Vaccinations 

You can use surplus Health and Safety Grant 
funding for paid vaccination leave. This includes 
leave taken by existing front-line priority staff to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine or to bring in external 
staff to ensure ratios are upheld during vaccinations.  

Governments Release 2021 Child Care Budgets 

This week the Government of Canada and the 
Province of B.C. each released their respective 
budgets for 2021, both of which included long-term 
investments in child care. We’ve included the 
highlights below and will share more details about 
timing, program details, and opportunities as they 
become available. 
 
Federal: Canada announced almost $30 billion in 
early learning and child care funding over the next 
five years to create a national child care system in 
conjunction with the provinces and territories. This 
would also include support for accessible child care 
spaces and address the needs of Indigenous families 
and communities. 
 
Thereafter, the 
federal government 
will allocate $8.3 
billion each year in 
new program 
spending with the 
goal of bringing fees 
for regulated child 
care down to $10 per day, on average, within the 
next five years for all Canadian families. By the end  
of 2022, Canada aims to reduce the average fee for 
regulated child care by 50%. 

 
Provincial: British Columbia is also redoubling its 
efforts to make life more affordable by announcing 
Tuesday it will more than double the number of $10-
a-day child care spaces, double the wage 
enhancement for early childhood educators, and 
create 400 more spaces through the Aboriginal Head 
Start program that provides culturally relevant child 
care for Indigenous families.  
 
Highlights include:  

• Adding 75 more Universal Child Care 
Prototype centres, increasing the number of 
spaces by approximately 3,750. 

• Encouraging better recruitment and retention 
of ECEs by doubling their wage enhancement 
to $4 an hour. 

• Expanding the Aboriginal Head Start program 
to a total of 1,000 spaces in more than 30 
communities through partnerships with the 
Aboriginal Head Start Association of BC and 
the First Nations Health Authority. 

• Increasing the hours of support and helping 
almost 2,000 more families access Supported 
Child Development and Aboriginal Supported 
Child Development programs. 

• Expanding the Seamless Day pilot program 
from four school districts to 24, to help more 
families access child care on school grounds. 

 
Reminder of Federal Funding Program for Parents 

The Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB) 
provides income support to those unable to work 
because they must care for their child under 12 years 
old or a family member who needs supervised care.  
 
Please remind parents this support applies if their 
child care facility is closed or unavailable to them due 
to COVID-19, or because they are sick, self-isolating, 
or at risk of serious health complications due to 
COVID-19.  
 
Those eligible can receive $450 after taxes for each 
1-week period. Each household may apply up to a 
total of 38 weeks between September 27, 2020 and 
September 25, 2021. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/child-care-response-covid-19
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/investment-in-child-care/health-safety-grant
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/family-social-supports/caring-for-young-children/investment-in-child-care/health-safety-grant
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/news/2021/04/budget-2021-a-recovery-plan-for-jobs-growth-and-resilience.html
https://archive.news.gov.bc.ca/releases/news_releases_2020-2024/2021FIN0023-000744.htm
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/benefits/recovery-caregiving-benefit.html

