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General Information for Families 

• What is the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative? 

The Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative is available to all families with children kindergarten and 
under, accessing care at a participating licensed child care facility, and currently provides up to 
$350/month, per child, in savings. As of December 1, 2022, it will be expanded by up to 
$550/month for a total of $900/month (or up to $10,800/year) in savings for families, per child. 

Fee reductions are based on the age of the child and the type of care they receive. 

 

• What types of child care settings qualify for fee reductions? 

Licensed group and family child care facilities offering care to children kindergarten and under 
are eligible to enrol in the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative.   

Child care providers must apply (typically on an annual basis, and ongoing) in order for families 
to receive the benefit. 

Occasional child care, child minding, residential care, recreational care, licensed half-day 
preschool programs and care for children in Grade 1 and up are not eligible. However, the 
Province will expand eligibility for fee reductions to include licensed school age programs (for 
Grade 1+) and half-day preschool programs, starting in September 2023. 

 

• When will the new fee reductions come into effect?  

The new Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative fee reductions will come into effect on December 1, 
2022.  

 

• How many child care providers offer fee reductions in B.C.? 

Last year 96% of child care spaces at eligible licensed child care providers received fee 
reductions, saving families up to $350 per month, per child. 

A searchable list of providers working with government to lower child care fees for families is 
available on the ChildCareBC webpage. 

 

• Are the fee reductions available at facilities that run throughout the summer?  

Yes. Fee reductions are available through participating providers who operate licensed child care 
throughout the year including the summer months. 

  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=77241B9EE085467F94219D69F0008B29
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Eligibility and Enrolment 

• Who is eligible for fee reductions?  

All parents paying child care fees for children kindergarten and under at a Child Care Fee 
Reduction Initiative participating facility will see their fees cut beginning in December 2022.  The 
reductions are not income tested and parents do not have to apply to receive the savings. 

A searchable list of providers working with government to lower child care fees for families is 
available on the ChildCareBC webpage. 

Please note, a provider can be licensed for multiple care programs and age ranges, some of 
which are eligible for the fee reductions, while others, such as preschool programs, are not. 

 

• How do I enroll to receive fee reductions? 

Parents do not need to do anything to receive the benefit.  

Contact your child care provider to find out if they are working with government to lower child 
care fees for families through the Child Care Fee Reduction program. A searchable list of these 
providers is available on the ChildCareBC web site. 

 

• Do I need to be employed to receive the new fee reduction? Am I eligible to receive funding if 
I am not a Canadian Citizen? 

You do not need to be employed to receive these savings and there is no Canadian citizenship 
requirement. Parents with children kindergarten age and under enrolled at a participating child 
care centre will benefit from the fee reduction beginning in December 2022.   

 

• Do I have to fill out any forms to receive the new fee reduction? 

No. Families do not need to submit any documentation to receive the new fee reduction. 
However, child care providers must be approved through the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative 
each year in order for families to receive the savings. We recognize that benefit plans for 
families in receipt of the Affordable Child Care Benefit will need to be updated. The process to 
do this will be shared prior to implementation in December.   

 

• I have an urgent need for child care. Does this automatically qualify me for a child care space? 

Your local Child Care Resource and Referral Centre can provide you with information and 
resources for finding child care based on your needs. You may also search for licensed child care 
facilities in your community using the Child Care Map. 

Additional funding supports may be available to you through the Affordable Child Care Benefit.  

The BC government is working to build more child care spaces in communities across the 
province. So far, over 30,500 new spaces have been funded, and we will be funding the creation 
of thousands more in the years ahead. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=77241B9EE085467F94219D69F0008B29
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=77241B9EE085467F94219D69F0008B29
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=C8E1FA43F2124103B2B9B158F97473F1
https://maps.gov.bc.ca/ess/hm/ccf/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=FCC7ACF3C7BC4C0D8D56CA75D07F66E5
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• I am considering unlicensed child care as an option. Are unlicensed child care providers able to 
participate in the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative program? 

No. The reduced parent fees that have been announced are only applicable to participating 
licensed providers offering care for children kindergarten and under.  

 

• Why isn’t before- and after-school child care for children older than kindergarten included?   

The Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative was introduced in 2018 to provide immediate relief for 
families accessing the most expensive types of child care, (e.g., infant/toddler and three years to 
kindergarten care). Effective December 1, 2022, in partnership with the Government of Canada, 
we will be expanding this initiative to provide even more relief to these families through 
enhanced savings of up to $550 more per month, per child. 

We have committed to further expanding the fee reductions to even more families starting in 
September 2023 – including those with school-age children (e.g., Grade 1 and up) in 
before/after school care, and younger children accessing licensed, half-day preschool programs. 
This will reduce the average cost for before/after school care to roughly $20/day. 

 

• What if my provider won’t apply or decides to withdraw from the program? What can parents 
do?  

Almost all spaces (96%) at eligible licensed child care providers caring for children kindergarten 
and under are already enrolled in the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative. This means that more 
than 69,000 child care spaces will see their fees further reduced effective December 1, 2022.   

Providers participating in the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative receive funding from the 

Ministry of Education and Child Care to offset the costs associated with passing the savings 

along to parents. As part of the December 2022 enhancements, these provider payments will 

also be substantially increased: payments will double for group providers and increase by three-

to-four times for family providers. This new funding can be used by providers to cover 

operational costs related to child care, including staff wages, so providers are supported to 

participate in the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative.  
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Minimum Parent Fee 

• What is the minimum parent fee?  

The minimum parent fee is $200 per month after the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative 
discount is applied. Families eligible for the Affordable Child Care Benefit may pay less than 
$200/month, or even nothing at all, depending on their income and other eligibility factors.   

A small number of child care facilities currently charging less than $200/month (after CCFRI) will 
be supported to continue doing so – they will not be required to charge families more as a result 
of the minimum parent fee.  

Setting this $200 minimum means that parents with children at some Child Care Fee Reduction 
Initiative facilities will pay the same amount as parents whose children are enrolled at $10 a Day 
ChildCareBC Centres and aligns with government’s vision of $10-a-day child care as a core 
service.  

 

• Why introduce a minimum fee? Isn’t less than $10 a Day better for parents? 

The Province’s goal is to achieve $10-a-day child care. The minimum parent fee ensures that the 
maximum possible benefit can be distributed as widely as possible throughout the province in 
alignment with $10 a Day ChildCareBC Centres.  

Depending on income and other eligibility factors, some families may also be eligible for 
additional funding through the Affordable Child Care Benefit, which may result in paying less 
than $200 per month.  

 

• I already pay less than the minimum parent fee. Will these enhancements mean I have to pay 
more due to the $200 minimum parent fee? 

 

No. Families that currently pay under $200 will not see their fees increase due to these changes.   

A small number of providers working with government to lower child care fees for families 
currently charge less than $200 per month and will continue to be supported in doing so. These 
providers will not be required to charge families more because of the minimum parent fee.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=FCC7ACF3C7BC4C0D8D56CA75D07F66E5
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Fee Reductions 

• Life is expensive now. Why is the Province waiting until December to reduce child care fees?  

Since 2018, we have been providing fee reductions of as much as $350 per month for families 
with children kindergarten age and younger. As part of our new partnership with the federal 
government we are able to cut parent fees by as much as $550 more per month. We took the 
time needed to ensure this program can help as many families as possible save more money on 
child care.  

Announcing the changes now and implementing in December gives providers the time they 
need to make administrative adjustments so that the change is streamlined for parents.  

 

• Why aren’t the fee reductions income tested or based on a sliding scale? 

The Province is building an inclusive and affordable system of child care as a core service that 
families can rely on. 

The Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative is a universal benefit – available to families accessing 
care at participating facilities, regardless of household income.  

The Affordable Child Care Benefit provides additional savings based on a family’s household 
income. Together, these two initiatives work to reduce fees for thousands of families 
throughout the province, including those that need it most.   

 

• What will the reduction be to my child care fees? 

Effective December 1, 2022, parents will save up to $550 more, per child, on their monthly child 
care bills. This fee cut will put up to $6,600 more (per child) back into the pockets of parents, 
each year, for every child (kindergarten and under) they have in participating child care facilities. 

The amount of savings each family receives will vary, depending on the age of their child, and 
the type of care being accessed.   

For example, a dual-parent family with a household income of $100,000 is accessing full-time 
care at a group facility for their 18-month-old child, with their provider charging $1,450 a month 
for child care: 

o Effective December 1, 2022, the family is eligible to receive $900 per month in fee 
reductions, reducing their monthly out-of-pocket child care fees to $550.   

o The family is also eligible to receive $381 per month under the Affordable Child Care 
Benefit, further reducing their out-of-pocket expenses to $169 per month. 

The following table indicates the maximum monthly parent fee reduction, per child, for full-time 
enrolment (current and future). 
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Group (Centre-Based) Child Care 2018+ New reductions 2022 new total 

Age under 3 $350 $550 $900 

Age 3 to 5 (not in school) $100 $445 $545 

Kindergarten (Before & After School) $100 $220 $320 

Family Child Care 

Age 0-36 months $200 $400 $600 

Age 3 to 5 (not in school) $60 $440 $500 

Kindergarten (Before & After School) $60 $260 $320 

 

• How can I determine exactly how much I can expect to save? 

A child care fee estimator is being developed and will be available on the ChildCareBC website in 
fall 2022. 

 

• My child is about to turn three years old. Does this mean I will end up paying more for child 
care? 

The out-of-pocket costs a family will pay depends on the fee charged by their provider.  
Typically, fees for child care decrease as a child ages. 

 

• What happens if my provider raises their fees between now and December? 

Requests for fee increases between now and Nov. 30, 2022, are subject to current policies, 
which limit fee increases to specific amounts and for specific reasons. As a condition of 
participating in the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative, providers must agree to not increase 
parent fees without ministry approval.  

 

• I access child care through a participating provider. Previously, government said fees would be 
reduced on average by 50%. Are my fees going to be cut in half? 

All families in similar age categories and types of care will receive the same amount of savings 
but their final fees will depend on the starting costs of their providers. 
 
These fee reductions, along with the expansion of the $10 a Day program to 12,500 spaces, will 
achieve the goal the Province set with the federal government to reduce average fees by 50%. 
 
Families eligible to receive the Affordable Child Care Benefit may see an even larger reduction, 
and in some cases, may have their entire fee covered through a combination of Child Care Fee 
Reduction Initiative and Affordable Child Care Benefit. 
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• I access care at a family facility – why are my fee reduction amounts different than if I were at 
a group facility? 

The parent fee reduction amounts are different for family versus group providers based on data 
received from over 5,000 licensed child care facilities each year, which indicates that, on average 
fees charged at group facilities are higher than those charged family facilities.  

The fee reductions are scaled to reduce parent fees to similar out-of-pocket costs. In December 
2022, typical parent out-of-pocket fees for children kindergarten and under will be $455 for 
group providers and $400 for family providers. 
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Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative and the Affordable Child Care Benefit  

• What is the Affordable Child Care Benefit? 

The Affordable Child Care Benefit is an income-tested monthly payment to help eligible families 
with the cost of child care. Factors like income, family size and type of care determine how 
much families can receive.  

Families with household incomes of up to $111,000 are eligible to receive the Affordable Child 
Care Benefit and must renew their application each year. 

 

• How do the new fee reductions and the Affordable Child Care Benefit interact?  

The new fee reductions and the Affordable Child Care Benefit work together to lower the costs 
of child care fees for families and can be “stacked” to maximize the amount of savings. All 
eligible families will benefit from the fee reductions as of December 1, 2022, and families with a 
household income of less than $111,000 may receive additional support through the Affordable 
Child Care Benefit.  

For example, a family with a household income of $100,000 is accessing full-time care at a group 
facility for their 18-month-old child, with their provider charging $1,450 a month for child care.   

o Effective December 1, 2022, the family is eligible to receive $900 per month in fee 
reductions, bringing their monthly out-of-pocket child care fees to $550.   

o The family is also eligible to receive $381 per month under the Affordable Child Care 
Benefit, further reducing their out-of-pocket expenses to $169 per month. 

 

• Will there be any changes to the Affordable Child Care Benefit now that child care will be 
more affordable? 

No, there will be no changes to the criteria for the Affordable Child Care Benefit.  

 

• Do I need to do anything to ensure my Affordable Child Care Benefit continues to be 
calculated correctly after this fee reduction? 

We recognize that benefit plans for families in receipt of the Affordable Child Care Benefit will 
need to be updated. The process to do this will be shared prior to implementation in December.   
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Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative and $10 a Day Child Care  

Information about the $10 a Day program is available on the $10 a Day ChildCareBC web page. 

 

• How is the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative different from $10 a Day? 

Our goal is to reduce child care fees in BC to $10/day. While the number of $10 a Day 
ChildCareBC spaces will nearly double to 12,500 by December 2022, the process to expand $10 a 
Day funding for all providers will take some time.  As we work to expand access to $10 a Day, 
the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative will bring quick relief to roughly 69,000 families accessing 
care at facilities working with government to reduce fees for families.   

 

• Are $10 a Day ChildCareBC Centres eligible for even lower fees through the new fee 
reductions? 

No. Our goal is to reduce child care to an average of $10-a-day, per child. Families with children 
at $10 a Day ChildCareBC Centres pay a maximum fee of $10 a day and can apply for the 
Affordable Child Care Benefit if they need further assistance with the cost of child care. 

 

• How many $10 a Day spaces are there in B.C.? 

B.C. began investing in the $10 a Day ChildCareBC program in 2018, initially converting roughly 
2,500 spaces at over 50 child care facilities. The $10 a Day program has expanded to over 6,500 
spaces as of spring 2022 and will increase to 12,500 by the end of 2022.  

Through a combination of all of our fee reduction programs, by Dec 1, 2022 families will be 
paying $10 a day or less at over 20,000 child care spaces.  

 

• I have heard that the goal in British Columbia is for child care to cost no more than $10 a day. 
Why is this not available for all families and when will it happen? 

Government is committed to child care as a core service that families can rely on at a cost of $10 
a day or less. It will be accessible and inclusive, supporting all families and all children.  

British Columbia currently has over 6,500 $10 a Day spaces at more than 130 sites and, in 
partnership with the federal government, will expand to 12,500 spaces by the end of 2022. 
Government will continue to expand $10 a Day ChildCareBC Centres, while at the same time 
reducing parent fees at facilities enrolled in the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative. The long-
term goal of ChildCareBC is to provide child care as a core service at a cost of $10 a day to 
families throughout the province.  

   

• What will happen to my space if my current Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative provider 
becomes a $10 a Day ChildCareBC Centre? 

If your current child care provider converts to a $10 a Day ChildCareBC Centre, you will retain 

your space and you will start paying $10 a day for child care. Your provider will be able to give 

you information about the $10 a Day ChildCareBC program if they transition to the program. 
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Contact Information and Staying Informed 

• Where can I find a list of providers working with government to lower child care fees for 
families through the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative?  

A searchable list of participating providers is available on the ChildCareBC web site. 

  

• How can I stay up to date on child care initiatives in B.C.? 

The ChildCareBC web page has a variety of resources available and is updated regularly. We also 
encourage you to sign up for the ChildCareBC Bulletin to receive regular updates to your inbox. 

 

• After reviewing the frequently asked questions and the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative 
program web page, I still have questions. Who can I contact to answer my questions? 

Child Care Fee For questions specific to the Child Care Fee Reduction Initiative  
Reduction Initiative: program, please call 1 888 338-6622 (Option 2). 

 

General: For general ChildCareBC inquiries, please contact 
ChildCareBC.Engagement@gov.bc.ca. 

 


