
     

 

 

  

     

      
  

 

  

    

     

     

    

   

  

  

   

   

     

  

   

 

     

     

   

     

  

   

  

 

 

  

    

   

RECYCLING REGULATION 
B.C. Reg. 449/2004 

2025 Recycling Regulation Amendments – Explanatory Notes 

Schedule 2 – Medical Sharp Product Category 

Purpose: 

The explanatory notes provide supplementary information about the amendments to the Recycling 
Regulation (the Regulation) by Order in Council (OIC) 476 approved on October 27, 2025. 

Please refer to the Recycling Regulation for specific regulatory requirements. Note that updates may take 
time to be consolidated into the online version of the Regulation. 

• Amendments to the Regulation can be found here: OIC 476. 

• The consolidated version can be found here: Recycling Regulation. 

General Information  

Additional guidance: 

Several additional resources are available to help producers understand their obligations and next steps, 

including the Recycling Regulation Guide. These resources can be found on our website at: Producer 

responsibilities and EPR plan development – Province of British Columbia 

The producer: 

Please refer to the Regulation for the definition of a “producer”. The Regulation has always included 

various sales methods; however, section 1(4) now explicitly clarifies that the obligations apply to sales 

made online, by phone or by mail. 

Understanding the format of the Regulation: 

All regulated product categories are organized into Schedules found at the end of the Regulation. Each 
Schedule lists specific product categories subject to the Regulation and helps organize the information 
for convenient reference, enabling producers to determine their obligations under the EPR framework. 

When the phrase “including the following” appears in a product category, it indicates that the listed 

products are examples and not an exhaustive list. Note, the outdated phrase “without limitation” is no 
longer used in the Regulation and has been removed. 

Transition dates: 

Producers are required to submit EPR plans and implement EPR programs by specific deadlines, known 

as transition dates. These dates are listed within the respective product categories and vary depending 
on the product type. 
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EPR agencies and contracted services: 

To meet regulatory requirements, producers may hire EPR agencies to manage their regulated products, 

packaging or paper in compliance with an approved EPR plan. Producers are responsible for: 

• Establishing or joining a non-profit EPR agency, commonly referred to as a producer 

responsibility organization (PRO). 
• Ensuring the agency develops and operates an EPR program suited to their needs and complies 

with an approved EPR plan. 

While the ministry approves EPR plans, it does not decide which EPR agency manages specific product 
categories on behalf of producers. An EPR agency may: 

• Manage some or all products within a product category or Schedule, or 

• Manage products across multiple product categories or Schedules. 

Additionally, EPR agencies may contract with other agencies to serve as service providers for product 

collection and/or provision of other services, such as administrative support. These partnerships are 

often formed to improve cost efficiency or deliver other operational benefits. 

Schedule 2 – Overview of New Amendments and Changes 

The medical sharp product category describes the types of medical sharps producers must manage. 

Transition dates: 

• Submit an EPR plan to the ministry by October 1, 2026. 
• EPR program operational by June 30, 2027. 

1. Medical sharp product category 

A medical sharp is a needle, safety-engineered needle, lancet or other similar instrument that is designed 

to puncture the skin of a person, pet, service dog or guide dog for medical purposes and includes 
anything affixed or designed to be affixed to the sharp, including a syringe. 

The medical sharp product category consists of: 

• Medical sharps used for personal, family or household purposes, including medical sharps 

administered by a professional and left at the residence for safe disposal. 

Used medical sharps must be dropped off at a collection facility in a medical sharp container, otherwise 

they may be refused for collection. 

The medical sharp product category is not intended to include: 

• Medical sharps administered at health care facilities, pharmacies, vaccination sites and other 

types of health care settings. 
• Medical sharps administered at veterinary clinics, pet shops, shelters, zoos or other facilities that 

provide care to or house animals. 
• Medical sharps administered at business premises for remuneration, such as at esthetician 

studios, tattoo shops or salons. 

2. Collection system considerations 

The primary collection sites for medical sharps are expected to be participating pharmacies. However, the 
Regulation does allow for the EPR program to collect small volumes of medical sharps that are 
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incidentally disposed and consolidated at unconventional sites, such as recycling facilities that sort 
residential curbside packaging, which would not typically accept medical sharps from the public. 

For more information, please email the Environmental Policy and Initiatives Branch: 
ExtendedProducerResponsibility@gov.bc.ca 
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