
 

    

 

 

  

    

      
  

 

  

    

     

     

    

   

  

  

   

   

     

  

    

  

  

 

  

 

     

     

   

     

  

   

 

 

  

    

   

RECYCLING REGULATION 
B.C. Reg. 449/2004 

2025 Recycling Regulation Amendments – Explanatory Notes 

Schedule 7 – Large Battery Product Category 

Purpose: 

The explanatory notes provide supplementary information about the amendments to the Recycling 
Regulation (the Regulation) by Order in Council (OIC) 476 approved on October 27, 2025. 

Please refer to the Recycling Regulation for specific regulatory requirements. Note that updates may take 
time to be consolidated into the online version of the Regulation. 

• Amendments to the Regulation can be found here: OIC 476. 

• The consolidated version can be found here: Recycling Regulation. 

General Information 

Additional guidance: 

Several additional resources are available to help producers understand their obligations and next steps, 

including the Recycling Regulation Guide. These resources can be found on our website at: Producer 

responsibilities and EPR plan development – Province of British Columbia 

The producer: 

Please refer to the Regulation for the definition of a “producer”. For clarity, this definition applies to 
producers of large battery products used across all sectors, including residential and non-residential 

(industrial, commercial, and institutional), except where specific exemptions are clearly identified within 
the product categories. 

The Regulation has always included various sales methods; however, section 1(4) now explicitly clarifies 

that the obligations apply to sales made online, by phone or by mail. 

Understanding the format of the Regulation: 

All regulated product categories are organized into Schedules found at the end of the Regulation. Each 
Schedule lists specific product categories subject to the Regulation and helps organize the information 
for convenient reference, enabling producers to determine their obligations under the EPR framework. 

When the phrase “including the following” appears in a product category, it indicates that the listed 

products are examples and not an exhaustive list. Note, the outdated phrase “without limitation” is no 
longer used in the Regulation and has been removed. 
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Transition dates: 

Producers are required to submit EPR plans and implement EPR programs by specific deadlines, known 

as transition dates. These dates are listed within the respective product categories and vary depending 
on the product type. 

EPR agencies and contracted services: 

To meet regulatory requirements, producers may hire EPR agencies to manage their regulated products, 

packaging or paper in compliance with an approved EPR plan. Producers are responsible for: 

• Establishing or joining a non-profit EPR agency, commonly referred to as a producer 

responsibility organization (PRO). 
• Ensuring the agency develops and operates an EPR program suited to their needs and complies 

with an approved EPR plan. 

While the ministry approves EPR plans, it does not decide which EPR agency manages specific product 
categories on behalf of producers. An EPR agency may: 

• Manage some or all products within a product category or Schedule, or 

• Manage products across multiple product categories or Schedules. 

Additionally, EPR agencies may contract with other agencies to serve as service providers for product 

collection and/or provision of other services, such as administrative support. These partnerships are 

often formed to improve cost efficiency or deliver other operational benefits. 

Schedule 7 – Overview of New Amendments and Changes 

The large battery product category outlines the types of large batteries producers must manage. Please 
refer to the Regulation for a full description of products included under this product category. 

Transition dates: 

• Submit an EPR plan to the ministry by March 31, 2027. 
• EPR program operational by October 1, 2027. 

The Regulation is amended to exempt the large battery product category from the requirement to 
achieve a recovery rate – for reference, please see Section 5(1)(a)(i). This was to ensure that a circular 

economy approach, supporting battery reuse in new applications, is considered as a priority under the 

EPR framework. 

Large Battery Product Category 

• The large battery product category consists of all types and chemistries of batteries individually 
marketed, sold or labeled as a 12-volt battery and can be connected or installed by a consumer. 

Note, specific exemptions do apply, such as lead-acid batteries. It is recognized that the actual 
voltage of a battery may vary or fluctuate from 12 volts during use, but these batteries are 

included under the product category. The intention is to include batteries that are practically 
understood to be 12-volt batteries. 

• A large battery that can be connected or installed by the consumer is a battery that does not 

require the use of professional services for connection or installation. 

• Producers of large batteries are not responsible for the management of the product, equipment 
or device for which the large battery may power. 
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The large battery product category does not include: 

• Lead acid batteries, which are already regulated. 
• Products and batteries described in Schedule 3. For example, a 12-volt replacement battery for 

an electronic power tool, which is already a regulated battery type. 

For more information, please email the Environmental Policy and Initiatives Branch: 
ExtendedProducerResponsibility@gov.bc.ca 
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