To: BCELTAC Members, BC Directory of Qualified Laboratories
c.c.: LabStandards@gov.bc.ca
Subject: B.C. Qualified Laboratories Accreditation and Proficiency Testing Status

December 1, 2024

Dear Environmental Testing Laboratories,

In preparation for the enactment of the revised Environmental Data Quality Assurance Requlation
(EDQAR), the B.C. Ministry of Environment and Parks (the Ministry) wants to ensure that the
accreditation and proficiency testing (PT) status of all laboratories has been updated in the new B.C.
Directory of Qualified Laboratories (the Directory).

The EDQAR provides requirements for sampling, analysis and reporting, and stipulates the
qualification criteria for laboratories producing environmental data for authorization holders to report
to the Province of B.C. Laboratories will need to be published to the Directory to be eligible to report
data to the Province of B.C.

To qualify for publication to the Directory, labs will have to be accredited to the ISO/IEC 17025
standard for all designated parameters or demonstrate satisfactory performance in proficiency testing
through PT providers accredited to the ISO/IEC 17043 standard.

Data Release Authorizations

The Ministry is requesting all laboratories to provide the Ministry and/or your service providers with
completed data release authorizations for each of the accreditation bodies and accredited PT
providers you deal with. These authorize the release and disclosure to the Ministry on your behalf any
and all of your scope of accreditation, PT results, and notice of proficiency testing recognition for all
designated parameters. These should be sent to the Ministry at LabStandards@gov.bc.ca.

A fillable The Data Release Authorization Form is available for download on the Ministry website.

Access to the Directory

Accreditation bodies and PT providers are responsible for uploading Scope of Accreditation or PT
results for all proficiency testing rounds for all designated parameters to the Directory on your behalf.
Laboratories will have the opportunity to log into the new Directory and update (view, add and edit)
information relevant to their own organization.

Authenticated access to the updated Directory requires a Business BCelD account.

If you already have a Business BCelD account to represent your laboratory, please jump to step 2
below.
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Setting up a Business BCelID account
If you need a Business BCelD account:

1. Go to the BCeID main page at https://www.bceid.ca/ and click the register button at the bottom
of the screen. Follow the instructions to get your Business BCeID account.

2. Now that you have your Business BCelID account, your next step is to request access to the B.C.
Directory of Qualified Laboratories. To do this, you need to email the following details to
LabStandards@gov.bc.ca:
¢ Name of your laboratory.

e BCelD, name, and email address for your Business BCelID Account Manager.
e BCelD, name, and email address for any sub-accounts you want to create for individuals in
your organization.

If you have questions related to your Business BCelD account, please contact the BCeID Help Desk.

Data Submission Format

Please remind your accreditation bodies and PT providers to submit reports of the Scope of
Accreditation or PT Results (Qualification Data) for your laboratory in the required format to the
Laboratory Standards and Quality Assurance Unit at LabStandards@gov.bc.ca so that we can correctly
display the Scope of Accreditation and Proficiency Status for all designated parameters. Details on the
specified file format, and an example of the CSV text file, are available on the Ministry website.

Environmental data provides critical information regarding the health of our natural resources, and
the Ministry recognizes that our strong partnerships with laboratories help to ensure the health of our
rivers and streams, and data regarding health and safety.

If you have any questions, please contact me at LabStandards@gov.bc.ca. Please also subscribe to
Laboratory News and Updates to receive regular updates from the Ministry on this topic.
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