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• Appropriate ell- tting as s for respirator
(breathing) protection against airborne bacteria
and iruses include  H-appro ed certi ed
lters (e g   as s)

• Note: dust masks for insulating or painting DO NOT
protect against most airborne bacteria and viruses
• Appropriate lter as s can be bought at ost safet
suppl  stores and so e hard are  ho e building outlets
• For ore infor ation on special precautions and
proper use, see our local public health unit or or ers

o pensation Board ( B)

ublic Health Agenc  of anada
https canada ca en public-health ht l

anadian Food nspection Agenc  ( F A)
inspection gc ca

anadian ildlife er ice 
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/wildlife-plants-
species.html

anadian ildlife Health ooperati e 
http://www.cwhc-rcsf.ca/
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WILD GAME AND FISH MAY CARRY DISEASES
THAT CAN BE TRANSMITTED TO PEOPLE

DISEASE TRANSMISSION TO PEOPLE CAN BE PREVENTED
 BY FOLLOWING THE GUIDELINES PROVIDED IN THIS PAMPHLET

WITH THE USE OF PROPER PRECAUTIONS,
YOUR CHANCE OF INFECTION IS VERY LOW

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR ISSUES WITH AN
ANIMAL YOU HAVE HARVESTED,

OR HAVE FOUND DEAD, SICK OR INJURED,
CONTACT THE LOCAL OFFICE OF THE:

• BRITISH COLUMBIA WILDLIFE HEALTH PROGRAM
• ALBERTA FISH & WILDLIFE DIVISION

• SASKATCHEWAN MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
• MANITOBA FISH AND WILDLIFE

• YUKON DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT
• NORTHWEST TERRITORIES ENVIRONMENT

AND NATURAL RESOURCES
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No - Contact the local wildlife 

Mild SevereModerate

Doctor Visits Death

Hospital Visits

Food Preparation:

77 C -18 C

Safe for Pets:
   Yes      Caution

Safe to Eat:
   Yes          No

Legend

QueensPrinterMinistryTech_DiseasesFromWildlife.indd 3 2021-03-08 9:25 AM



1)

bacteria, viruses or parasites

2) 
• Use soap and water:

- Before eating or handling food

3)

4)
(pg 6)

(pg 7)

5)
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Top 10 Tips ~
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6)

7)

• Use insect repellents (with DEET)

8)

9)

• Use sunscreen

10) 

activities with wildlife
5
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~ Protect Yourself as a Hunter / Trapper
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butchering
• Dragging a dressed carcass
• Hanging or aging the carcass for too long

• Prevent bacterial-related spoilage:

hair, dirt and other debris

6

Safe Field Dressing ~
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but can also prevent proper cooling!

the faster the spoilage

to 

to slow bacterial 
growth

7

~ Prevent Meat Spoilage
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• Bacteria, viruses and parasites live and

utensils and can cause illness if eaten 
FOOD 

POISONING

• Salmonella   • E. coli   

parasites
8

77 C

Food-Borne Diseases ~
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- After handling carcasses,

- Before eating or handling food

- Refrigerate

not on the counter

and after food preparation

of food-borne disease:
-Diarrhea - Fever

9

~ Make Your Food Safe to Eat
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10

• Ehrlichiosis  Spotted Fever

 death

light coloured clothing

- Use insect repellents (with DEET) on

TICK
FLEA

MOSQUITO

Insect-Borne Diseases ~
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11

• Prevent MOSQUITO bites

- Use insect repellents (with DEET)

- Fever
- Nausea

- Headache
- Muscle pains
- Fatigue

• More serious conditions can develop,
and include the sudden onset of:
- Chest pain
- Muscle pain

- Loss of appetite and / or weight

~ Prevent Insects from Biting You

- Chills
- Sweats
- Sore throat
- Cough
- Rash

QueensPrinterMinistryTech_DiseasesFromWildlife.indd 11 2021-03-08 9:25 AM



bacteria, viruses and parasites

• Beaver Fever (Giardiasis)

• Bring safe or bottled water

water at a rolling boil for at 

• Preparing food

parasites

• Avoid swallowing the water when
12

77 C

Water-Borne Diseases ~
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• Protect water sources:

water

borne disease:
-Diarrhea
- Nausea
- Fatigue
- Chills

- U

13

- Bloating

- Fever

~ Make Your Drinking Water Safe
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14

containing abscesses

- Avoid contact with 

in enclosed spaces where rodents live

For additional details on safe clean-up, see

to people

province for public health updates

Additional Diseases ~
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15

•

•
-

DO NOT infect people

• Found in raccoon intestines
•

•
protective clothing (gloves and coveralls)

•

- Death is rare

~ That you Should Know About
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- Often in the shape of a “watch-spring” coil

• Yes

16
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Anisakiasis

PHOTO: L. MEASURES, FISHERIES AND OCEANS CANADA

WORMS
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- C
OR
- C

prepared for sushi

after infection

Anisakis simplex
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•
- Through cuts, open sores and scratches

18

BISON CERVIDS
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PHOTOS: GNWT ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES

FROTHY DISCHARGE

Risk

Anthrax
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anthrax:
- DO NOT TOUCH or EAT!

Public Health Unit or CFIA

in people
blister 

  

- Treat with antibiotics
• Inhalation (lungs) anthrax:

- Fever, sore throat, general ill-feeling
- Cough, shortness of breath, chest pain

death
• Gastrointestinal (digestive) anthrax:

 

•  Carcasses should not be
opened or cut into

Bacillus anthracis 
• Anthrax has been reported in wood bison

in the Northwest Territories and Alberta
19
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(Chronic Wasting 
Disease)

CERVIDS

people

PHOTO: WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

CWD
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eaten

should not be fed to pets

• Other prion diseases include:
- BSE (or Mad Cow Disease) in cattle

people
- Scrapie in sheep

21
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internal organs

• Yes

in their intestines

22
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CYSTS IN INTERNAL ORGANS

PHOTO: CRAIG BANNER, OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE

Risk

Diphyllobothriasis
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- °C
OR
- °C

°

- Loss of appetite
- Paleness
- Shortness of breath

- Confusion

•

and grow in dog intestines

Diphyllobothrium

people’s intestines
23
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- Fatigue
- Diarrhea
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• No

24
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SEVERE INFECTION IN MOOSE LIVER 

FLUKES
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be eaten
- BUT
• Discard the infected liver

• Yes

Fascioloides 
magna
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and wild canine ( ) intestines

these 

•

• The shed eggs can infect people

26
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Risk

FLUID FILLED CYSTS 
IN MOOSE LUNG

PHOTO: M. PYBUS

Hydatid Disease
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•
their feces, pelts or carcasses:

 

- Brain  Death
- Lungs 

carcasses

•

infect pet dogs
- Once infected, pet dogs can

Echinococcus granulosus 
and Echinococcus multilocularis cause 

27
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PHOTO: CDC

BACTERIA IN LIVER

•
- Contact with:
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Leptospirosis
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• Clean cuts or wounds with soap
and water

- High fever, severe headache, chills,

• Fatalities are rare

• In severe cases, pets can die

• Bacteria called Leptospira
29

W
h

e
n

 Tra
p

p
in

g
 R

o
d

e
n

ts, W
e

a
r Bo

o
ts &

 G
lo

ve
s 

QueensPrinterMinistryTech_DiseasesFromWildlife.indd 29 2021-03-08 9:25 AM



of infected carnivores

tissue

• No

NOT infect people

30

Yo
u

 C
a

n
’t

 G
e

t 
It

CANINE CERVIDS SHEEPBEAR COUGAR

Moose Measles

MOOSE MEAT - FLUID FILLED CYSTS

PHOTO: M. PYBUS
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-
OR
-

acceptable if processed as 

• Not raw

can infect pet dogs

Taenia ovis krabbei
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• Lesions can also occur on the:

- Udder - Above the hooves

32

Yo
u

 G
e

t 
it 

b
y 

To
u

c
h

in
g

 It
SHEEP GOAT

Risk

PHOTO: H. SCHWANTJE

Orf (Contagious Ecthyma)
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• Avoid contact between affected

or face

• Mild fever

• Yes

• A parapox-virus that infects both

33
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• These growths are:

• No

34
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PHOTO: KEVIN  GILES, B.C. MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

Papillomas (Warts)
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eaten
- Once affected tissue has been

and eaten

• Yes

tissue

35
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photo below) 

•

- Contact with abscesses on infected

- Through bites and scratches
- Inhaling infectious airborne droplets (rare)

36
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INFECTED SQUIRREL

Plague
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• Avoid rodents

disposable gloves

scratches with soap and water

- Fever and general illness

- Excessive bleeding
- Death

•

• Bacteria called Yersinia pestis
37
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•

38
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Rabies
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behaviour should not be 
approached
- DO NOT TOUCH!

Health Unit

•

- Pain, tingling or itching near exposure site

water

- Report bites according to provincial and 
territorial guidelines

•

vaccines 

39
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less contagious than others
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Ringworm 
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• Avoid contact between affected

- Red, circular, and spread outwards

- Often have a central healed area

• No
- Once infected, pets can be

• Fungi that grow in the soil, on people
Microsporum

canis, Trichophyton verrucosum)
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• No
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PHOTO: M. PYBUS
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• Not raw
- Carnivores shed eggs in their

infectious to birds
-

Sarcocystis 
rileyi
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condition

- Infections are rare and short-lived
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PHOTO: W. M. SAMUEL
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handling wildlife

irritating

to: 

• No

dogs and wild canines
- Mange can be transferred

contact

Sarcoptes scabiei

45

W
e

a
r G

lo
ve

s; W
a

sh
 H

a
n

d
s

QueensPrinterMinistryTech_DiseasesFromWildlife.indd 45 2021-03-08 9:25 AM



- Often present between the front legs

• NOT infectious
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eaten
- Once affected tissue has been

•

• Yes

tissue

•

•
ruptured blood vessels in injured areas
- Fluid 
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PHOTO: BCCDC LABORATORY SERVICES

TRICHINELLA WORM

infected

•

Trichinella

48
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- Heat to at least 77  C
not

•

Trichinella, found in 

49

77 C

- Diarrhea
- Fever

- Fatigue
- Aching Joints

- Muscle Pain
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-

- Curing
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•
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Tuberculosis

LUMPS ON RIBS

LUMPS ON LUNGS

PHOTOS: PARKS CANADA AGENCY
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internal organs in bison or cervids:
- STOP HANDLING THE
ANIMAL

or Public Health Unit

• Dependent on where lesions are located
• Lungs

- Prolonged illness with fever, cough,
night sweats, weight loss

• Intestines

- Diarrhea

• Untreated disease can be FATAL

•

• Bacteria called Mycobacterium bovis in
wood bison and Mycobacterium avium in
birds 51
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- Use insect repellents

water sources with caution and report to 

before eating it

infection:
- Fever
- Muscle pain

contact

•

• Bacteria called Francisella tularensis 53
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Index by Disease
A

- Bird Flu

B

- Raccoon
Roundworm

C

Contagious 
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- Papillomas
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In British Columbia, contact:
Provincial Wildlife Veterinarian
250 361-7619

BC Wildlife Health Program 
www.gov.bc.ca/wildlifehealth

BC Centre for Disease Control 
www.bccdc.ca 

Public Health 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health 

In Alberta, contact:
Provincial Wildlife Disease Specialist 
780 427-3462 

Fish and Wildlife Division 

Wildlife Diseases 

Alberta MyHealth 
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/ 

In Saskatchewan, contact:
Saskatchewan Wildlife 
www.saskatchewan.ca/business/environmental-protection-and-
sustainability/wildlife-and-conservation

Public Health 
www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/health

Wildlife Diseases 
www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/environment-public-health-
and-safety/wildlife-issues/fish-and-wildlife-diseases
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In Manitoba, contact:
Health Links-Info Santé 
1 888 315-9257

Environmental Health 
www.gov.mb.ca/health/publichealth/environmentalhealth

Manitoba Conservation and Climate 
www.gov.mb.ca/sd

In Yukon, contact:
Animal Health Unit 
867 667-5600

Yukon Environment 
https://yukon.ca/en/department-environment

Yukon Department of Health and Social Services
https://yukon.ca/en/department-health-social-services

In Northwest Territories, contact:
NWT Wildlife Health
www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en/services/wildlife-diseases  

NWT Environment and Natural Resources 
www.enr.gov.nt.ca/en

Public Health 
www.hss.gov.nt.ca/en
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